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Who we are:

The Inland Empire Chapter is a family oriented group of
road riding enthusiasts who enjoy riding their HarleyDavidson motorcycles together. The members would like to
share this enjoyment with you and encourage you to join in
the activities we have during the year. You are welcome to
participate in many of the rides and events whether or not
you join the chapter.
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MEMBERSHIP
Bob Kirk and Maria Schaeffer
Hey everyone!
Hope y’all are enjoying your summer,
and from what I’ve seen on social media, you are.

I am pleased to note that we have added five members to the flock.
They are:
Robert Murray of Riverside
Anthony Orlando of Ontario
Keith Royster of Riverside
Nhuyen Vu of Santa Ana
Ron Schultz of Corona
If you haven’t met them yet and welcomed them, I encourage you to do so.
We now stand at 134 members!
According to my records there are several members whose National HOG
memberships expire this September so be sure to remember to renew! You
must be current in National to be in the chapter.
Ride safe!

Note: If anyone reads this and would like to join our chapter you:
A) Must own a Harley-Davidson motorcycle and supply your VIN (for National)
B) Chapter dues are $25 a year and National is $49 one year or $93 for two
years
Go to iehog.com and click on “join us.”
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DIRECTOR
Mitch Lavine
Remember me? I’ve been traveling so much the past few
weeks that maybe some of you have forgotten who I am.
I can’t believe I missed our Progressive Ride this past
weekend. From what other HOGs have told me, it was an
awesome day of hanging out with great people who love
to ride. Thanks again to Scott and Maria Schaeffer, Tom and Sherri Willison, and
Jeff and Monika Staub for opening up their homes to us and providing some delicious food. Thanks also to Dan, Tom, and Mic for making this ride a success.
Thank you all for supporting our rides and helping out with everything, including
bike nights at the dealership. It’s exciting that we’re adding new members each
month. Make sure if you see someone you don’t know at a ride, introduce yourself and make our new
members feel at home. We
welcomed you when you
were a newbee and now it’s
your turn.
We’ve got lots of great
rides planned as the weather cools down. Hope to see
you there.
Ride safe and have fun!

Black Sheep Breakfast Rides are the first Saturday of each month. Breakfast is served at
0900 at Original Pancake House at 1750 Hamner Avenue in Norco. Cross Street is 2nd
Street next to In-N-Out Burgers. This is an awesome event and a chance to meet members and have some fellowship all while enjoying some great food. Breakfast is $10 per
person, all you can eat buffet. Opportunity Tickets and 50-50 drawing.
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ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Mick Hammer
Hello I. E. HOG,
It’s another hot August afternoon as I sit down to write
my article for the Handlebar Star. Last Wednesday I was able to join 17 of our fellow members and 3 guests on a short jump over to Cold Stone in Corona for a nice
cup of ice cream. We left RHD at 6:00 sharp on what turned out to be a terrific
night for a ride. Weather was great and the fellowship was even better. It is great
that on a Wednesday evening we get the participation we do.

As summer winds down and fall coming on I look forward to the days and
evening cooling down and all the great rides we have planned to take us through
the rest of the year. Fall is my favorite time of the year for riding. We get to see
the changing of the leaves and a cooling of the air. We have some terrific day and
overnight rides scheduled that I am sure will be to your liking. Speaking of overnight rides we will be announcing a change in the October overnight ride from
Cayucos to Bakersfield. We just could not put together a hotel that could accommodate the group at this time of the year. We haven’t given up on this great little
beach town, we just need to choose a different time of the year. So keep an eye
out for the weekly e-mail blast for the update.

Finally, just as a reminder soon our chapter elections are coming up for next
year. If you have ever thought about serving the chapter as an officer now is the
time to start asking your current or past officers any questions you might have. It
is a bit of a time commitment, but it is also a lot of fun serving this membership.
You all are truly a great group of people.

Inland Empire HOG truly does ride and have fun.
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HEAD ROAD CAPTAIN
Dan Alexander
As the “Road Captain” of the ride, it is my responsibility to keep
those on the ride safe. We have had amazing attendance on all
of our rides, and with the help of all, we have managed to keep
most of the group together for the duration of the ride. This is
not always possible given the traffic and road conditions we encounter during the ride. If the first few of the group get through
a signal, I will pull the group over when it is safe and wait for
the others. If most of the group makes it through, I will slow the pace and wait for the others to
catch up. When I see a rider in the group is riding in an unsafe manner that puts anyone into
danger, that person will be asked to leave the ride and continue on their own (Per HOG). Each
rider’s safety is my concern and I do take it personally when someone on a ride is injured or
put into harm’s way (Whether I am leading or not).
With the addition of two way radios to our bikes, it has allowed the ride leader and sweep rider
to communicate with each other. It has also made it easier keeping a large group together during a ride. When one of our riders has an incident (bee in the helmet) further back into the
group, the ride leader can be notified and then can look for a safe place to pull the group over.
It has also caused some problems. When the ride leader asks the sweep rider to secure a
lane, those listening to the conversation should wait for the sweep to do so before moving
over. Also when leaving from the side of the road, if stopped, it should be the sweep rider informing the ride leader that it is clear for the group to take off. This will help keeping our group
together and safer on our rides.
On the subject of safety while on our rides; when we are traveling on the freeway in a group,
merging cars have a right to enter the freeway. Allow the car into the lane, and they will more
than likely keep going out of the lane we are in. A car (or deer) will always win the battle when
a motorcycle is involved. Be cautious when cars are merging and allow plenty of space. While
traveling on city streets and making turns from one street to another, give the bikes around you
room to make the turn. Unless we are in parade formation, DO NOT make the turn side by
side, drop back and give the bike in front of you room. When traveling behind a slower moving
vehicle on a two lane road and they pull over to let you by, wave and acknowledge them as a
way to say thanks. One last note; ride your ride, stay within your comfort zone and be safe, after all that is why we joined IEHOG.
Be safe and have fun doing it!
Screw it! Let’s ride!
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Ladies of Harley
Lynell Weller
Boy o boy, what a summer it's
been.
With temperatures in the triple
digits, all I can say is ride to
higher ground. I hope everyone
is having a great summer and enjoying all the riding,
rides with the chapter. We have a lot more planned
so, check out the calendar and hope to see you all
soon.
Ride safe

Secretary
Laura Maw
Hello Everyone,
My goodness, how fast time is going by! Here it is
the middle of August and so much is going on. Pretty soon we will be getting ready to vote on officers for the 2018 year. My goodness!!!
We had a great time on the "Sierra Ride.” Thank you, Dan, for a fantastic ride. It is certainly nice to ride with the great women riders that went on this ride. The roads were
sometimes a bit challenging, but we all made it!!!
We have a few more overnighters left this year. I hope you will be able to ride on one or
more of them. I'm excited that I am going to get to go on the Grand Canyon ride. I
thought I wasn't going to be able to go, but, yeah, I get to go. We will be going on the
Bakersfield ride and then ending up with the San Simeon Ride in November.
Be safe out there on the road, and I'll see you at the September meeting or hopefully on
the next ride.
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IE HOG Chapter Manager
Jim Bridges
Ride and Have Fun!
That is the motto of Harley Owners Group and
I.E.H.O.G. exemplifies that. We cut out the garbage, and we
ride and have amazing fun doing it. Unfortunately, we do have to park our bikes now
and then, and we also have to keep them well maintained. As I.E.H.O.G. members, it is
my hope that you bring your bike into Riverside Harley-Davidson to be properly serviced.
I often get into conversations about the service department and who services the
bike. Early on in my riding career, I went to the service manager at the time, Donnie
Snyder and asked if I could request a specific tech. He said of course I could, although I
might have to wait a little longer for the bike. He gave me the names of the three or four
Master Techs that the dealership had at that time. Since then, unless it is an emergency,
Bob Herrick is the only tech that works on my bike. Although there are others that I
trust, I stay with Bob, because he knows my bike and how I ride. Bob has kept my bikes
going without a major breakdown for over 200,000 miles.
Why do I mention this? To me, I realized in past years and BEFORE, I went to
work for Skips/Riverside Harley-Davidson that H.O.G. is more than just about riding. It is
about building that relationship between the rider and the dealership and remaining loyal. As time went on, I developed a relationship with DMC, our service writer. On a cross
country trip several years ago, he guided me through what could have been a rough experience with an out of state dealership. Because I was known to the dealership and
worked with them to develop a strong relationship, when the time came that I really
needed them, they were there for me. I could go on with so many different stories about
numerous people that are still there today that helped me navigate through the bureaucracy that any business has and to attain what I was after, someone that cares and gets
the job done beyond my satisfaction.
I encourage each of you to develop a relationship within the dealership. Is it Deb
in MotorClothes? Richard in Parts? DMC in Service? Bob in Service? And of course, I am
always available to each of you, if not in person, I am just a phone call, text or e-mail
away to assist with anything I can. When it is time to buy a new bike, come to me and I
will set you up with a Fit Specialist and Assistant Sales Manager that we as IEHOG have
built a relationship with. You need to renew your warranty or service contract? Again,
please let me know and I'll make sure they take good care of you. And of course, if you
are having an issue, I ask that you please bring it to me FIRST. I will very quickly get
you to the person that can "make things happen". That is what I.E.H.O.G. is all about.
And that is what Riverside Harley is all about.
Jim Bridges
Riding Academy Manager
SCPO USN Ret.
____________________________
Riverside Harley-Davidson
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Blood Drive
Kathy Bradford
The next Blood Drive is 9/2/17; meet at 8:30 am for
breakfast at Denny’s, 3530 Madison St., Riverside, and then
we will head over to Life Stream, 4006 Van Buren Blvd, Riverside.
Officials with the American Red Cross say they are battling a nationwide blood
shortage and have sent out urgent calls by phone, mail, and social media in recent
weeks for much-needed donations.
In May and June, the Red Cross had 61,000 fewer donations across the country
than expected. Massachusetts alone came up about 1,500 short, according to Kelly
Isenor, a spokesperson Officials with the American Red Cross say they are battling a
nationwide blood shortage and have sent out urgent calls by phone, mail, and social
media in recent weeks for much-needed donations.
The main challenge is donations slow down in the summer, especially during
the holidays, such as the Fourth of July. It’s also more difficult to find public spaces
to hold drives when schools are closed.
Since the Red Cross made an initial call for donations early this summer, Isenor said the organization has seen a 30 percent increase in appointments through
mid-July across the country. But more donations are need because blood is being
distributed to hospitals as fast as donations are coming in. The Red Cross has added
extra staff at drives to meet the need, she said.
“I have it, and other people need it. It seems like the right and decent thing
to do as a human being.” Blood and platelets are two things they can’t make in a
lab,” said Caldwell, 51, of Marshfield. With so many people in need, Caldwell sees
blood donation as a way he can give back.

The donation takes approximately one and a half to two and a half hours.

Bleed There! September 2nd!
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I am HOG
by Jodi Rizzotto
Last week Frank and I had dinner with a newer
HOG member, Dennis Palmer, and he shared his
heart about riding motorcycles. He currently rides
a 2017 Harley-Davidson Street Glide Special that
he purchased in April.

First I wanted to know how he got started riding.
Dennis said he started with mini bikes as a kid. In
his twenties, he stopped riding for a time. But he
couldn’t really stop, so Dennis and his wife bought scooters and enjoyed riding on camping trips. When his
friends were going to a bike event called Hooligan Hoedown near Santa Margarita, Dennis rented a Harley at
Eagle Riders. They told them about belonging to their club, so Dennis began to rent every month. He got sad
when he had to return it every time so he bought his own.
His wife, Char, didn’t want to ride his Harley at first. “Not until you get old enough to wear a fez hat!” she said.
However, after the HOG Luna restaurant ride, she discovered that she loved riding in a group. They also rode
West Coast Thunder, but decided after that they needed a more comfortable seat and floor boards for her. Now
she rides consistently with him on the bike.
Motorcycling riding courses have been a frequent topic lately for the HOGs, so I asked Dennis about his process
of learning how to ride. In 1981 he took his first motorcycle riding class, a very basic one, after his friend had
frequent riding accidents. When Dennis and his wife got back into riding scooters, they still wanted to do it
right so they took a class in 2014 at the Honda Center, where they covered cornering, stopping, and other
techniques. He highly recommends taking a comprehensive riding class.

Then I asked him what his favorite rides have been so far. His favorite single ride was up to Morro Bay with his
wife for their anniversary. They enjoyed beautiful weather and scenery up the coast and down into Solvang.
His favorite group ride was one he took with some of his friends up to King’s Canyon, Bass Lake, and then to
Pismo Beach. Sounds like Dennis needs to suggest some trips at the next Activities Meeting.
If he could go on a dream ride, with money and time not a factor, Dennis would choose a road trip he found
online. This trip was designed by scientists that claim it’s “the best road trip” that goes through all 48 continental states by every major monument, historical site, and national park. It includes 9 ½ straight days of riding,
but the proper way to ride it would take about two months, covering 13, 699 miles. For more information see:
http://www.wideopencountry.com/perfect-travel-route-across-us-according-science/
Another dream ride would be to follow the entire Route 66.

We could have talked all night about riding, but it was time to go. To conclude, I asked Dennis what
philosophy he developed about riding. He said that the biggest thing he learned from riding is that “I can come
home in the worst mood and Char will say “Go for a ride.” I’ll be gone for 20 minutes and come back with a
complete and absolute reset of my brain. People ask me what it’s like, and I tell them it’s the closest thing that
comes to flying like a bird. I love feeling that wind in my face. Even with a group, on the road at 70 mph
there’s pure solitude. In 5 minutes, I feel aaaah! You see everything. You’re not trapped inside of the box of a
car. I see every crack on the road, every bush, tree, and cloud. If you love the freedom of getting out on road
trip, being on a motorcycle makes it awesome. Some of the places I go only cost $40 in gas. It’s the freedom.”
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Best Seat in the House
b y D e n n i s Pa l m e r

I road tested two separate solo seats on my 2017
Street Glide Special. I installed both seats on my
bike and rode about 200 miles on each before making my final choice between the Black Pearl Studded
Super Solo seat by Mustang and the Low Profile
Touring Seat by Harley.
Both seats were well built, had good support and
seemed like they were durable enough for a touring
bike. They had a decently high rear support and
were wide enough to distribute the weight and relieve regular pressure points. Both looked great on the bike and added to the appeal of the
low-slung Street Glide Special.

Price
Mustang Black Pearl Studded Super Solo Seat –$341.00 and includes chrome mounting
hardware and mini leather bib
Harley Davidson Low Profile Solo Touring Seat—$359.00 seat only

Style/Looks
Each seat has its own unique design that set them apart. Starting with the Mustang seat,
the low style of the seat was accentuated with chrome studs up the side and rear that fit
the classic style of a low-rider custom leather bagger. I think the addition of a couple
conches on the side of this seat would have finished off the look. In comparison, Harley's
seat has a great textured black vinyl look with custom diamond-pleated seating with double-row accent stitching as highlights. This seat added the look of a street rod to your already lower bike. I would also like to see this seat with the look of added studs and conches but that would be a personal preference.
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(Best Seat in the House cont.)

Comfort
I found the comfort on the seats quite different. The Mustang seat was wider at 17 inches,
but seemed to be more stiff, and I felt that I was going to feel pressure points such as the
tail bone after a long ride. Even with the deep contoured 16 1/2 inch back, I felt like the
seat set up too high to give good back support. The Harley seat, on other hand, seemed to
be firm enough to be supportive but yet still cushioned enough to be comfortable on longer
rides. The rear of the seat, even at only 15 inches, seemed tapered and shaped enough to
distribute my weight over a wider area of the seat which led to a much more comfortable
ride. The only drawback to the Harley seat’s comfort was that I felt the engine heat a little
more, whereas the Mustang seemed to shield me better.

Rider fit
In this category, the differences were extreme and determined my final decision. One of
the most important points is that at 6 feet tall, I had to change out my standard windshield
to a higher Klock Werks one to stop the head buffeting. In addition, I needed a seat that
kept me low enough to stay below the turbulence. It seemed that only one performed as I
needed. Each seat boasted specific designs that I was looking for-- low, set back with a tapered neck. I liked the idea of a seat that set me back by about 1 1/2 inches and put me
lower to the ground. Mustang advertised their seat as lower with a tapered neck that not
only set you down lower but allowed you to put your feet flat on the ground. I found that
not to be the case. With my 30 inch inseam, I find that placing my feet flat is difficult under
normal riding conditions. It seemed that the Mustang seat did not help. I felt with the seat
I had to use my toes at stops. The Harley seat however, gave me the room from the true
lower profile to the thinner tapering at the nose to allow me to place the bottoms of my
boots squarely on the ground. With the width of the Mustang seat after a while I also
found that the back sides of my legs right below the hips ached where they rested on the
seat. I did not find this a problem with the thinner Harley seat. Now, back to my most important point with the seats, the head buffeting caused by sitting up higher. Once I hit
highway speed, the Mustang seat had me sit high enough to get back into the turbulence
which negated the advantage of the higher windshield. The Harley seat, on the other hand,
actually set me lower on the bike so that I even lost more turbulence than with my stock
seat.
In conclusion, I chose the Harley seat for its design, fit and comfort. The style matches my
bike and needs better than the Mustang. I rode my bike using the Harley seat all the way
from Riverside to Las Vegas in one day, returning home the next (around 400 miles round
trip), and found it to be quite comfortable. I did not feel the need to stop, and it set me
lower in the bike which made all other operations just as comfortable.
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Do you remember when?
… IEHOG took a ride to Café 101 and made LOTS of U-turns? This ride
was the beginning of many U-turns.
...someone rode a Ridley motorcycle in West Coast Thunder and was in
the color guard?
...at the Christmas party, all the chapter women danced to “In-a-Gadda
-Da-Vida” so they could get a patch— I danced with “you know who”
for 17 minutes!
… a certain HOG won two jackpots on the Sierra Ride?
… a few HOGs were a little beat
after the first day of the Utah
ride and instead of going out to
dinner ordered pizza to be delivered to the pool at the hotel?
… we were able to park 20 bikes
on someone’s driveway during
the progressive ride?
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From the
E d i t o r ’s D e s k

Skiing Palomar on a Harley

Although Mt. Palomar enjoys an
occasional dusting of snow and ice,
there’s not enough for a ski resort.
The only way to ski its winding road
is on a Harley. One simmering day in
August, the HOGs answered the challenge of thirty-five miles of twisty
roads that loop up to the observatory
and back down to Lake Henshaw.
The main road dropped us off
like a ski lift, and the ride began. Our
front wheel cut through the curves like a set of skis navigating a mogul field. I
couldn’t see Frank’s face but if I could, I know I’d see his huge smile. And it’s even
more fun from the passenger’s seat, where I was free to look out over the spreading valleys with their guardian mountains while our bike swooshed back and forth
on the relentless road. To keep my seat, I had to keep some attention forward as
Frank moved his body into turns. The rhythm of leaning left and right turned into a
dance accompanied by rock music in my helmet headphones.
Our group of seven bikes turned into a ride of one as bikes spread out into the
mountain’s shadows. We rode together, yet the ride was ours alone. The series of
curves seemed endless like the ocean, and Frank was constantly setting up our next
turn, over and over for miles. He and I didn’t talk much on our coms during the
twisties. Time to communicate with the road.
When the group reassembled at the stop sign, it seemed like we’d been on a
journey even through it had only been about 15 miles. Every rider was tested
through Palomar’s gauntlet. Our bike stopped, but my heart was still racing.
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(From the Editor’s Desk cont.)
After collecting up our riders, we took off again, headed for the observatory at
the top, an elevation of 6142 feet. I noticed campgrounds as we zoomed by, but seriously wondered how large RVs would make it up that road. Pine trees mingled with
oaks on both sides, creating a spicy refreshing breeze, making us aware of our
damp clothing. Upon arrival at the picnic grounds and observatory parking lot, we
parked The Black Pearl in a row with the other bikes and hopped off. Definitely time
for cold water.
After a break, what comes up must go down, and we headed down the East
Grade road toward Lake Henshaw. This road seemed easier than the road up, the
curves a little more relaxed. But maybe not. Maybe we were warmed up from the
first batch. Halfway down the hill I caught glimpses of the lake, surrounded by
brown fields dotted with cattle. The pine scent was replaced by a burnt desert smell
marking our descent to the highway.
As we rode back on the 76, long sweeping curves swirled us back down to
Pala. These turns held us longer than the short choppy ones on the road to Palomar. They pulled us in like a storm drain, a whirlpool headed for the ocean. When
we reached Pala Casino and parked our bike, I still felt the sway of the road for a
while.
Much later, back at home and sitting in our pool, Frank and I compared our
experiences on the mountain. We both loved the ride, although my impression included fear and relief that the ride was completed. However, Frank was ready to go
back and challenge the mountain again another day. Not many rides can compare
with skiing with your Harley on Mt. Palomar.
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ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
Also look for weekly email blasts for updates and changes
DATE

TIME

DESCRIPTION

LOCATION

August 27

9:00 a.m.

GAR Rainbow Oaks

RHD

Sept. 2

9:00 a.m.

Black Sheep breakfast and
ride to follow

The Original Pancake House
Norco

Sept. 9

9:00 p.m.

Paradise Café (Idyllwild)

RHD

Sept. 14

7:00 p.m.

Chapter Meeting

Riverside Elks Lodge

GAR Hell’s Kitchen

RHD

(Tacos 5:30)
Sept. 16

9:00 a.m.

(Ortega Hwy)
Sept. 24

9:00 a.m.

Julian

RHD

Sept. 29-Oct. 1

(way too early) TBD

Grand Canyon Overnighter

Mr. Blue’s Donuts

Happy Birthday!

August

Sept

Bill Robbins 8/3
Steve Dunn 8/4

Frank Rizzotto 9/9

Dave Peurifoy 8/7

Nervous (Glen) Drivere 9/13

Larry Hancock 8/9

Jeff Staub 9/22

Patricia Russell 8/14

John Clem 9/23

Ronald Cox 8/15

Bill Grijalba 9/24

Papa Duane Chamlee 8/18
Karin Eckhoff 8/18
Lee Jerde

8/18
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A Word from our
Sponsors

If you want to have your business card included in The Handlebar Star, contact
Kevin Marquis for more details.
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2017 IE HOG OFFICERS
ELECTED OFFICERS:
Director

MITCH LAVINE

Assistant Director

MICK HAMMER

Secretary

LAURA MAW

Treasurer

KEVIN MARQUIS

Ladies of Harley

LYNELL WELLER

Head Road Captain

DAN ALEXANDER

Immediate Past Director

DAVE RUSK

APPOINTED OFFICERS
Activities

PATSY MATA-HAMMER

Blood Drive

KATHY BRADFORD

Chapter Historian

JIM SPICER

Chapter Photographer

MARINA SPICER

Media Officer

SEAN SCHOEPPNER

Membership

BOB KIRK &
MARIA SCHAEFFER

Newsletter Editor

JODI RIZZOTTO

Safety Officer

WISHBONE RUSK

Sergeant-at-Arms

SCOTT SCHAEFFER
& CHUCK BAUGH

Riverside H-D Chapter Manager

JIM BRIDGES
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