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Who we are: 

The Inland Empire Chapter is a family oriented group of 

road riding enthusiasts who enjoy riding their Harley-

Davidson motorcycles together. The members would like to 

share this enjoyment with you and encourage you to join in 

the activities we have during the year. You are welcome to 

participate in many of 

the rides and e v e n t s 

whether or not you 

join the chapter. 
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Why it that the older you get, time seems to move faster 

and faster? Can you believe 2017 is already behind us? As 

I try to remember back to the beginning of the year it all 

seems to be a blur. Out of all the great rides we have rid-

den together in 2017, Death Valley stands out in my mind. 

Not only was it the coldest 3 days I ever spent riding, but 

also one of the most beautiful. With the tour of the ghost town to summiting the 

mountain pass and catching an eye full of the Sierras covered with snow. It 

doesn’t get much better than that. Oh what about the gourmet dinner at the 

Seasons steak house in Lone Pine to top it all off!  

My resolution for the New Year for the chapter is to have all of you who belong 

to I.E. HOG but don’t go on rides, wipe off the cob webs and come join us for a 

few rides. You have this great machine sitting in your garage— now get out 

there and ride. 

Our activities meeting is happening on Friday January 26th, and everyone is in-

vited. We will be planning rides for the first half of the year along with most all 

of the overnight rides. We had 6 overnight rides ranging from 1 to 3 nights in 

2017. Let’s push for 8 overnighters this year. My philosophy is the more sched-

uled rides we have the more opportunities we have to get out there and RIDE 

AND HAVE FUN.  

I want to thank everyone for your support the last few years as I start my 3rd 

year as director. I especially want to thank all of the elected officers as well as 

all of the appointed ones. You all make this the best chapter ever.  

We have had great participation in rides and events the last few years and we 

have truly became a riding chapter to be proud of.  Check the calendar and e-

mail blasts then throw on the jacket and chaps and get out there and ride!! 

DIRECTOR 

Mitch Lavine  

Black Sheep Breakfast Rides are the first Saturday of each month. Breakfast is served at 

0900 at Original Pancake House at 1750 Hamner Avenue in Norco. Cross Street is 2nd 

Street next to In-N-Out Burgers. This is an awesome event and a chance to meet members 

and have some fellowship all while enjoying some great food. Breakfast is $10 per person, 

all you can eat buffet. Opportunity Tickets  and 50-50 drawing.  
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year I E HOG Member-

ship, 

Wow what a year 2017 has been riding and having fun. I 

hope you the members have had as much fun as I have 

with the 2017 I E HOG experience. With everyone’s input through the activities 

meetings we put together a diverse selection of rides and actives providing some-

thing for everyone to participate in and have fun with.  Proof of the fun the group 

had is in the miles ridden. As a group we logged in just over 235,000 miles with 17 

members registering over 3,000 mile individually.  

I want to at this time thank all of you for the support you have given to me as 

your assistant director as well as for the support you have given the other primary 

officers. You really do make it easy to ride and have fun. 

In closing out his year, I would like to remind you that I E HOG exists to provide a 

community of likeminded individuals with the opportunity to share in the experi-

ence of riding the greatest motorcycles in the world. I hope you feel the chapter is 

providing you with this opportunity as well as the opportunity to make suggestions 

and participate in the process. Remember if you have an idea, we want to hear it.   

Looking forward to a great 2018 of Riding and Having Fun.     

 

 

 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR  

Mick Hammer 
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 Another year has come to a close and the New 

Year is beginning. This has been an amazing year with 

all of the rides and the participation that we have had. 

It really shows that as one of the leaders of this chap-

ter, we are doing the right thing. That is RIDING!!!! 

During our rides I get to think about the message that 

I want to convey to you the members of IE HOG. As I 

have said many times in the past, ride your own ride, 

but I need to add to that. While riding in a group, such 

as IE HOG, we all need to ride in a safe manner ensuring not only your own safety, 

but the safety of others in the group. The most important job during the ride of 

the Road Captains or Ride Leaders, is not just getting to our destination, but keep-

ing the group safe along the way.  

On some of the rides, we may encounter traffic signals that decide to break up the 

group by changing to red. Do not despair! The group will catch back up together at 

some point. It is not a good idea to run red lights or stop signs along the way 

(though sometimes people do wave us through). Turn signals and hand signals are 

meant to let others around you know what you are intending to do, or what the 

group is doing. If you are at the back of the group, you still need to use your sig-

nals, it is the law! If a person 

in the group is riding in an un-

safe manner, putting them-

selves or others in the group 

into a harmful situation, they 

will be asked to leave the ride. 

I look forward to another great 

year of riding and being your 

Head Road Captain! 

Be safe and have fun doing it!  

Screw it! Let’s ride! 

 

HEAD ROAD CAPTAIN 

Dan Alexander 
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 Hey Everyone!  
Well what an ending of a year. The Christmas Party was awesome.  
Thank you to Tom and Sherri for opening your beautiful home and 
hosting this event. Hoping the New Year’s event will be a blast.  Thank 
you, Laura and Dave, for opening their home for this event.  I’m excited 
for the new year is going to bring. Stay tuned! 
So many exciting things coming our way. LOH is going to try and get 
some events on the Calendar and maybe even lead a ride or two.  
Remember, we have our monthly meeting for LOH the 1st Thursday of 
the month at 6:00 at the El Torito at the Riverside Plaza. (see the email 
blast) Come on out grab a bite to eat and let’s see what we come up 
with besides great friendships.  
 
Remember, Dress warm it’s cold outside and see you on the next ride.  
 

 
 

 

 

    

 
 

 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year Everyone, 

   By the time you read this, you will have already 

opened your Santa presents and wished your friends and 

loved ones a Happy New Year!   

    We had a wonderful time at the IEHOG Christmas party held at Sherri and Tom's Willison's fes-

tive home.  Thank you for opening up your wonderful home. 

    Then on Sunday, December 31st we rang in the new year at our house!  If you weren't able to 

make the parties, hopefully you will be able to make it this year, 2018.  It is difficult to believe it 

is 2018!   

    Now that it is 2018, I hope to see you on the rides!  We are planning on some great rides this 

year!  If you want to get in on what rides we do, come to Patsy's Garage activities night and give 

your ideas.   

    I hope you all have a wonderful 2018 and that you plan on joining us on Chapter rides.  The 

over-night rides are fabulous and helps us get closer as a family. 

    Happy New Year! 

    

Ladies of Harley  

Maria Schaeffer 

Secretary 

Laura Maw 
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Hi Everyone!   

Hope your Holiday Season was filled with Joy.  Now that 

the busy holiday season is behind us let’s get back to 

business. It’s that time of year again.  Memberships for 

“IE HOG Chapter” are due for renewal. Remember, that 

in order to be a member of the Chapter you must be 

current with National HOG Membership.  

To bring membership with National current you can go 

to the iehog.com page and click on the link for National 

Membership. 

To join the IE HOG Chapter simply click on the “Join Us” link and complete the form 

(remember: print the form and bring with you) The cost for membership for the Chapter 

is $25.00 for the year.  

We have approximately 130+ members! According to records there are several members 

whose National HOG memberships expire very soon so please be sure to renew! You must 

be current in National to be in the chapter.  You can print and complete the form for 

membership and bring to the chapter meeting or drop by the dealership and leave with 

the Bridges. 

We are excited to have our booth set-up at the Riverside Harley Davidson Bike nights. 

Dates will be announced in the weekly HOG blast that is sent out. Come support the 

Chapter, as well as our dealership, at these events.  

 

I look forward to meeting our members 

and answering any questions they may 

have.   

 

See you all on the next ride. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Scott Schaeffer and 

Jeff Staub 
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Blood Drive  
 

Kathy Bradford 

  

                                                                                                                             

The next Blood Drive is 02-17-18; Meet 8:30 for Breakfast Denny’s, 3530 Madison Street, Rvsd, then 

head to LifeStream, 4006 Van Buren Blvd., Rvsd.  We usually get to LifeStream 9:45 – 10:00, if you 

would like to make an appointment for yourself and others that are going to donate – please call them 

directly at 951-687-2530 or 800-879-4484 and remember the group name when you donate is: MHOG. 

 

Also to note: LifeStream has a donations rewards system set up from 50 to 1000 points each time you 

donate, for gifts, entry tickets to various places such as Disneyland and San Diego Zoo and restaurant  

gift cards. Check their website: https://www.lstream.org/.  

 

   

Once you register online - all your records can be found such as:  

    

 

Blood and platelets are two things they can’t make in a lab,” this is no-cost to you, way you can give 

back to our community. 

  

 

 

Let’s all give back!  
 

Bleed There – February 17, 2018 
 

 

                                                                                                                         

https://www.lstream.org/
https://giftoflife.lstream.org/donor/appointment/list
https://giftoflife.lstream.org/donor/history/index
https://giftoflife.lstream.org/donor/store/index
https://giftoflife.lstream.org/donor/results/index


  

 

9 

 Most of you know Dan Alexander as our trusted road captain. You can usually find him hanging out 

with the rest of the Three Amigos— Mitch Lavine and Mick Hammer. Many of our rides, including this past 

year’s Sierra Tour and Grand Canyon overnighters, are the memorable result of Dan’s masterful planning. Yet, 

you probably don’t really know him. I was curious and wanted to hear his story, so we met up at the Sonora 

Grill, one of Dan’s favorite eateries, to talk about his history of riding. 

 Dan’s first experience riding motorcycles started when he was eight years old. His friends had a step-

through Honda 50, which they rode in a field. Then he got a trail bike, which led to bigger dirt bikes and desert 

motocross.   

 Later he met his need for speed by racing a stock Volkswagen in the Baja 1000 in his thirties. Still not 

a Harley owner, he was surrounded by others who did. His sister’s boyfriend had a Triumph Bonneville 650, 

and he said that if Dan could start the bike, he could ride it.  Of course, Dan rode it. Another sister had a boy-

friend who owned a Harley Knucklehead. After Dan’s mother passed, he was able to buy his first Harley, a Fat 

Boy from a friend who won it. It looked great but not comfortable for long rides. An Ultra Classic at the dealer-

ship was calling his name, so Dan succumbed and bought his present bike. 

 While he spent a lot of money customizing his Fat Boy, Dan only bought new exhaust, stage two, and 

an air horn for his Ultra. It came with everything he needed, including the fairing with the music system so he 

could listen while he rode.  

 In all his years of riding, Dan couldn’t pick one trip as the best,  but his favorite rides include twisties. 

The Sierra Tour this year was remarkable, especially for the beautiful scenery. Dan had no least favorite rides. 

 His advice for new riders. “Don’t be frustrated. Always be safe. If someone comes up and gives you 

advice, don’t take it as criticism, a negative. Take it as a positive. That’s how I like to be, positive. I remember 

meeting new riders at our GAR rides, and seeing the big smiles on their faces, ear to ear.” 

 I also asked Dan whether he had taken any riding courses. With his years of experience off and on 

road, you might think he didn’t need more instruction. A few years ago, he took the Intermediate and Ad-

vanced riding courses at Harley. The riding classes have changed since then, and the Advanced course he took 

is probably more like the Intermediate class now. He believes that “every rider should take the Intermediate 

class, no matter how long you’ve ridden. You need to learn what your bike is capable of.” 

 More advice. “Don’t get caught up with seeing the groups within the HOGs, and thinking that you don’t 

belong. That’s what HOG is, a mixture of different groups. Often we split up into smaller units after we get to 

our destination. In a group the size of ours, everyone wants to do something different. Some people ride to-

gether outside our chapter rides, and have known each other for years. We all belong because we’re HOGs. 

That’s what brings us all together. If you see a group you want to be part of, go and sit with them.” 

 When I asked Dan about his dream ride, he said, “I’m still dreaming.” Then he admitted that he would 

love to ride up to Alaska, all the way up to Homer Spit. He would like to see the four corners of the United 

States. His bucket list includes going wandering like Papa Duane. He admitted that he was jealous of Papa, 

who rides by himself so much that he rides with a GPS tracker.  

 Dan shared the awe he experiences as a road captain. “When I’m leading a ride, and look in the mirror 

and see bikes that extend almost a quarter mile down the road, it’s an awesome feeling. If you haven’t experi-

enced it, I can’t explain it. It’s so great because I know that people are out there having fun like I’m having fun 

leading the ride.” 

 In closing, Dan just wanted to repeat what he shared at a chapter meeting. Being part of HOG has 

meant everything to him. HOG has become his family. If it wasn’t for HOG, he doesn’t really know where he 

would be.” I made some great friends, and probably will make a lot more friends, because of my Harley-

Davidson motorcycle.” 

I am HOG: Dan Alexander 

by Jodi Rizzotto 
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 At the December Chapter meeting I talked about 
the HOG Mileage Club. The HOG mileage club is a fun 
way to keep track of the miles you have ridden through 
the years. If you have not joined, it is easy to do. You 
just need to have me input your mileage into the HOG 
database. Once you join, you will receive a HOG Mileage Club pin and patch. After certain mile-
stones you submit again and receive a rocker for that number of miles.  
 
 Additionally, starting in 2018, HOG is having a Chapter Challenge. Which Chapter rides 
the most miles? Regionally, WHO rides the most miles? And lastly, which chapter rides the most 
miles per member. All your miles on your bike count, including rides with the chapter and per-
sonal mileage. 
 
 How do we get started? Very simple. Stop by the store when I am there (please text me 
first, never assume I am there) and we'll verify your miles and input it into the computer. You can 
also send me a photo of your odometer along with your name and the city in which you live and 
send me your HOG number.  
 
 Pretty simple? Let's get started. Send me your information and we'll get it going.  If you 
have had multiple bikes registered with HOG, please send me the last four numbers of your VIN 
so I can input the miles on the correct bike.  
 
 You can e-mail the information to jimb@riversideharley.com  
 or text it to my cell, 951 237 9999 
 
 
Let's get out there and Ride and Have Fun!   
 
 
Jim Bridges, 
IE HOG Chapter Manager 
Riding Academy Manager 
SCPO USN Ret. 
____________________________  
Riverside Harley-Davidson   
7688 Indiana Ave. | Riverside, CA 92504  

 
HD Chapter  Manager  

Jim Bridges  
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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR WEST COAST THUNDER SUP-

PORTERS, SPONSORS, AND FAITHFUL VOLUNTEERS! 

Be sure to check the West Coast Thunder webpage often for the updated news on this year’s 

event, West Coast Thunder XIX.  With the change in the closing tribute concert from Soboba 

Casino’s outdoor arena to the Southern California Fairgrounds in Perris, CA. we will be posting new 

information often.   

Wilson Associates is celebrating their 20th Anniversary for their annual charity Super Bowl Golf 

Tournament on February 4, 2018.  They have once again given West Coast Thunder and the Unfor-

get-tables Foundation the honor of being the recipients of their proceeds for this event.  If you 

want to play golf, or support the event by purchasing a tee sign or donating to their silent auction, 

please contact me for more information.  It’s always great fun and the shotgun tee-off is early 

enough for you to finish 18 holes and still get to your friend or family’s home or just your favorite 

chair to watch the game. 

Our WCT headliner this year will be Country music trailblazer, Granger Smith, who is an artist on 

BBR Music Group’s imprint, Wheelhouse Records.  Granger was nominated in the Best New 

Country Artist category for the 2017 iHeart Radio Awards taking place from the Forum in Los 

Angeles in March of this past year.  Granger also went on tour with Luke Bryan on the Huntin’, 

Fishin’  And Lovin’ Every Day Tour last fall. 

Many fanatical fans are familiar with Granger’s comical country boy alter-

ego, Earl Dibbles Jr., who he created and garnered him a weekly segment 

called “Dip ‘Em and Pick ‘Em” on CBS News Network’s “Inside College 

Football”.   

Accolades continue to pour in for the fast-rising star.  Granger has been 

lauded by the New York Times, Variety, Forbes, Music Row, Rolling 

Strone, Billboard, Huffington Post, Taste of Country, Rare Country, 

among others outlets.  He has had appearances on Jimmy Kimmel Live, 

the Today Show and Fox & Friends.  We welcome Granger Smith to our 

West Coast Thunder XIX event and know he will be entertaining and help to 

make this year’s closing concert very successful.  

Stay tuned, we have a lot of surprises in store for you with WCT this year.  Additional activities and 

entertainment at the fairgrounds will be announced.  Also, we will be requesting more volunteers 

to assist with the parade route and parking, etc.  Hope to see you all soon. 

 

Sharon Bridges, 
Executive Director 
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Hot Tamales, Cool Ride 

One of the great things about a HOG ride is that although you 

know your final destination, but you can never be sure how you’ll 

get there. 

It was our second time riding out to the Tamale Festival in Indio. Frank and I were eagerly anticipating the end-

less variety of tamales awaiting us. Jim Hoyt was excited about leading the ride. The morning air was crisp but 

the sun gently smiled on us as we parked by the line of Harleys at the dealership. I waddled off the bike, bun-

dled up in layers, knowing that it would be much warmer out in the desert past Palm Springs. Frank, as usual, 

wore his jacket but no leather chaps. The only time he felt cold was Death Valley, but that’s another tale. 

We introduced ourselves to the new people on the ride, and I thought back to the first time we rode with the 

HOGs. Years later, I still can remember how my heart jumped at the sound of the large group of Harleys start-

ing their engines and forming a column in the parking lot. And that was just the beginning of the adventure.  

Jim called us over and outlined our route and our rest stop in Banning, where a few more riders would join us. 

Then we took our group photo, and buckled on our helmets. Although we couldn’t avoid the long stretch of free-

way necessary to deliver us to the festival, Jim had chosen a more roundabout road.  

Instead of heading directly toward Indio on the freeway, Jim led us on a scenic route up Lambs Canyon toward 

Banning. The road wound through piles of sculptured rock that felt like traveling through an art exhibition. As 

the passenger, I was free to watch the show unfold around us as we snaked through the hills. 

After our rest stop in Banning, it was time to hop on the freeway and head out toward the windmills. Traffic 

wasn’t too bad considering it was December, and we cruised past the outlet stores, casino, and dinosaurs at 

Cabazon. Then we charged up the pass, surrounded by churning windmills, always making me feel like we were 

trespassing on an alien landscape. The freeway past the Palm Springs turnoff seems like it goes on forever, and 

that if we don’t stop, we’d end up in Arizona. Finally, the hand signals went up, and we exited, riding the bridge 

over the huge sandy wash into Indio. We found parking a few blocks away, and peeled away our leathers to en-

joy the warm desert sun.  

The Tamale Festival wrapped itself around the old downtown section of Indio. Colorful dancers and lively folk 

music welcomed us from several stages. We lined up at various booths to buy award-winning tamales, as well 

as unexpected treats such as lobster macaroni and cheese. After a few tamales, I cooled down with fresh coco-

nut sorbet, served in a coconut shell.  

Some of us proved braver than others, sampling jalapeno lemonade and chocolate tamales. Frank and I had a 

system that we had developed from the prior year. When we first arrived, we both would eat our own whole 

tamale. After the first one, we would split the following ones, until we couldn’t stuff another forkful into our 

mouths. Walking around the festival as we ate helped us make room for more.  

After completing the circle of booths around the block, it was time to head home, marking the end of another 

HOG adventure. We had shared the excitement of the journey, delicious homemade food, and shared laughter. 

If you missed this one, don’t feel bad. Join us for another ride next weekend.  

 

From the  

Editor ’s  Desk  
Jodi Rizzot to  
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DATE TIME DESCRIPTION LOCATION 

Jan. 6 9:00 a.m. Black Sheep breakfast and 

ride to follow 

The Original Pancake House 

Norco 

Jan. 11 7:00 p.m. 

(Tacos 5:30) 

Chapter Meeting Riverside Elks Lodge 

Jan. 13 9:30 a.m. Polar Bear Ride– Salton Sea RHD 

Jan. 20 10:00 a.m. GAR Cook’s Corner RHD 

Jan. 26 6:00 p.m.  Activity Meeting Patsy’s Garage 

Jan.28 9:00 a.m. Rock Store RHD 

A C T I V I T I E S  C A L E N D A R  

A l s o  l o ok  f o r  w e ek l y  e m a i l  b l a s t s  f o r  u p d a t e s  a n d  c h a n g es  

Paul Friedt  12/19 

Dave Rusk  12/19 

Gene Hall  12/25 

Lynell Weller 12/26 

January 

Jim Bridges 1/3 

Monika Staub 1/3 

Donna Braly 1/9 

Kathy Bradford 1/10 

Carol Marquis 1/10 

Earl Russell 1/14 

Rick Angle 1/15 

December 

Irwin Gramm 12/4 

John Lanthripp 12/4 

Chuck Coulter 12/5 

John Lauter 12/5 

David Braly  12/7 

Mick Hammer 12/11 

Marney Peek 12/11 

Yvonne Lanthripp 12/15 

Mitch Lavine 12/16 

 

Happy Birthday! 
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If you want to have your business card included in The Handlebar Star, contact 

Monika Staub for more details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Word from our 

Sponsors 
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ELECTED OFFICERS: 

Director      MITCH LAVINE 

Assistant Director     MICK HAMMER 

Secretary     LAURA MAW 

Treasurer      MONIKA STAUB 

Ladies of Harley    MARIA SCHAEFFER 

Head Road Captain    DAN ALEXANDER 

Immediate Past Director    DAVE RUSK  

APPOINTED OFFICERS 

Activities      PATSY MATA-HAMMER 

Blood Drive      KATHY BRADFORD 

Chapter Historian     JIM SPICER 

Chapter Photographer   MARINA SPICER AND 

      DEBI TUIOLOSEGA 

 

Media Officer     SEAN SCHOEPPNER 

  

Membership      SCOTT SCHAEFFER 

      AND JEFF STAUB 

Newsletter Editor     JODI RIZZOTTO 

Safety Officer     JEFF STAUB 

Sergeant-at-Arms     BILL GRILJALBA 

 

Riverside H-D Chapter Manager   JIM BRIDGES  

 

2018 IE HOG OFFICERS 

AgentZ
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