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Who we are:
The Inland Empire Chapter is a family oriented
group of road riding enthusiasts who enjoy riding
their Harley-Davidson motorcycles together. The
members would like to share this enjoyment with
you and encourage you to join in the activities we
have during the year. You are welcome to participate in many of the rides and events whether or not
you join the chapter.
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DIRECTOR
Mick Hammer
Greetings I E HOG,
Let me start out by wishing all of you a Merry Christmas
and Happy New Year. I hope all of you and your loved ones
have a great Holiday season. Patsy and I look forward to
this time of year to share the blessings we have been provided with—family and friends. A simple kind word or good
deed maybe just what someone needs to turn a miserable
day into a great one.
I also want to take this time to thank all the volunteers who participated in the primary
and appointed officer candidate process. Your willingness to put yourself in this process
shows everyone that you are willing to go the extra mile for our HOG Chapter. Thank
you for your service to others.

As your new Director I look forward to building on what has been started by those of
the past. I am excited about working with our great dealership staff as well as the
chapter membership. It is a goal of mine to bring the membership and the dealership
closer together. I would like to encourage you as members to bring any suggestions
that you might have to any of your primary officers. This is your chapter and we want
your ideas and suggestions heard.
If you haven’t heard, on Friday, January 11th at 6:00PM, Sheri and Tom are having our
first activities meeting of the year. I want to encourage everyone to attend. The activity
meetings are near and dear to my heart. Patsy and I have enjoyed having you all at our
home for the past 3 years to plan our ride calendar. This process of selecting and calendaring our rides is at the center of what our chapter was created for—to bring likeminded individuals together to share time on the greatest motorcycles in the world. It is
my hope that the chapter show Sheri and Tom the same level of support you have
shown Patsy and me.
Thank you for all your support and I look forward to a great year.
Black Sheep Breakfast Rides are the first Saturday of each month. Breakfast is served at
0900 at Moreno Valley Elks Lodge, 12125 Day St, Moreno Valley. This is an awesome event
and a chance to meet members and have some fellowship all while enjoying some great
food. Breakfast is $10 per person, all you can eat buffet. Opportunity Tickets and 50-50
drawing.
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ASSISTA NT DIRECTOR
Dan Alexander
Happy New Year…of riding with the Inland Empire HOG
Chapter!
I hope all of you had great holidays! First I would like to
thank the Chapter membership for your vote of confidence
for me to be your Assistant Director for the next year. It was
great to see all of the members at the Chapter Christmas
party and especially Alec Dolphin. Great job Maria, Sherri,
Tom and all that brought the delicious food.
For those new members, I will be the person to see for any Chapter patches you may
need. There are a few more duties as the Assistant Director that I will share later in the
year. We have the first Activities Meeting to plan rides for the next few months on January
11th 6:00 PM at the Willison homestead. Again we have some great overnight rides
planned for this next year. It is always a good time to meet and get to know other members from the Chapter on these rides, plus you get to see some spectacular scenery.
I look forward to seeing you all on a ride!
Be safe and have fun doing it!

Treasurer
Monika Staub
Happy New Year Everyone!
What a year we had in 2018, lots of great rides,
both overnighters and day rides, monthly LOH dinners, Christmas party and the
list goes on. I can't wait to see what 2019 has in store for us.
I hope you all have a wonderful 2019 and that I get to see all of you soon on rides,
meetings, and dinners to come.
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H E A D R OA D C A P T A I N
To m W i l l i s o n
Thank you all who participated in the election process

and for placing confidence in me as Head Road Captain. I am looking forward to a great year of riding
with all of you. Please feel free to share ideas for
rides and events in the coming year so that we have
a great year. I am hoping to see lots of participation
in our Activities Meeting, and I am looking forward to
seeing what you all come up with. We are planning
Laughlin this year and several group rides at this
event.
We have the Black sheep Breakfast and a ride to
Rainbow Oaks on January 5th. We also have the great polar bear ride to Joshua Tree January 6th. Prepare for possible cold weather for this one.

For all you Road Captains and perspective Road Captains, I am considering a dinner or
barbeque to get us all together for idea sharing and open discussion of any part of leading
or sweeping rides. Your participation is paramount to the success of our chapter rides.
Please continue to show the support you have been it is much appreciated.
The Mission of our Chapter is to Ride & Have Fun. The Road Captain plays a critical role in
accomplishing this mission by making every effort to assist with the safety of our members and guests on Chapter rides. As Road Captain, you have three basic objectives: 1.
Assist with the safety and welfare of all individuals within the group, and any surrounding
motorists or pedestrians. 2. Lead the group to its destination in a well-organized, disciplined, and safe manner. 3. Avoid hazardous situations. As Head Road Captain I will maintain a roster of Qualified and Proficient Road Captains and will designate mentors to aid in
training and recruiting new Road Captain Candidates.
I have picked up a set of Butler Motorcycle maps which were available at the Long Beach
bike show. I am very impressed with these maps as they show many routes and rate the
routes for skill needed to ride. They also show road conditions and break points along the
routes. I am planning on using these to help make our adventures as fun as possible.
There are 25 routes in Southern California, some we are all familiar with and some that
might be new to many of us. You can get these maps at www.buttlermaps.com and great
planning at https://rever.co/ these are very fun to use and should help in planning rides.

Thank you again for the vote of confidence, Sherri and I are excited to have a great year
riding. We wish you all the best and will see you on the roads having fun in the coming
year.
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Ladies of Harley
Maria Schaeffer
Well as we close the 2018 year here is to the upcoming year. We had an
awesome 2018 with many events and great rides. In the upcoming 2019
I look forward to the Ladies coming up with some great rides and events.
How about lunch in Borrego Springs or maybe a day at the Day Spa?
Well join us at the monthly LOH dinners to give input and ideas so that
we may get them on the calendar at the activities meeting.
I want to thank everyone for the past year and making it a great time. There were many get togethers that were a huge success because of everyone’s participation. We wouldn’t want it any
other way!
I look forward to getting together and having a great new year with all the events that are being
planned.
If you have any suggestions please be sure to bring your ideas to the LOH Dinner.

Activities Director
Sherri Willison
With humble heart, thank you to the newly elected officers of
IE HOG, for the appointment as your Chapter Activities Director for 2019. I am a blessed L.O.H.

Since I have some very big shoes to fill, I am counting on you
all to provide some great ideas, participation, and readiness.
Bring these attributes with you to the NEW YEAR Activities
Meeting on January 11, 2019 at 6:00 p.m. We will have RIDE and HAVE FUN on our mind
with some good groceries and fellowship. Yep, that’s all of us!
Some things to think about for 2019:
Expect to see more reciprocal ACTIVITIES with our FABULOUS and GENEROUS Dealership!
Expect a new meeting place. In The Shade is always fun!
Everyone’s voice is valued. Let’s hear it!
Etc., Etc. The rest is for you to decide!

To all the newly elected Chapter Officers: We see great things from you already.
to the ride!
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I look forward

Membership
Scott Schaeffer
Hi Everyone,
Another great year of riding is about to begin. I just
want to welcome all the new riders that have signed up
for the upcoming year. They are as follows:
Devon Palau, Eric Reay, Denise Taylor, Bill Taylor, Greg
Bordeau, and welcome back to Jose Pardo and Ramona
Gouvian.
I can’t wait till the next activities meeting to discuss and plan all the overnighters
and day rides for next year—it will be a great one. Just want to say thank you to the
primary officers for asking me back as your membership officer for the upcoming
year and welcome to all the new appointed and elected officers for this year and
welcome back to all the returning officers.
I would like to see all members that plan on renewing their memberships for the
upcoming year please do so before the February chapter meeting and also to all
please keep an eye out for your national HOG memberships that they don’t expire
or your chapter membership will have to be put on a hold till it is up to date. I know
I keep repeating myself but it is important for legal reasons that your national HOG
membership is current to be able to join us on the chapter rides, thank you again.
I will be planning on having the chapter table set up for the possibility of new riders
to join us at quite a few bike nights and Saturday events next year so I hope many
of you will join me on those days and nights. If anyone needs any membership
patches please see Dan Alexander at the next
chapter meeting.
In closing I would like to say thank you to
Mitch Lavine for many years of his service as
chapter director we really appreciate your
leadership, now you can sit back and enjoy
just riding.
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Safety Officer
Sean Schoeppner
As we start the new year, many of us will be trying to
maintain New Year’s resolutions, or promises, that we
made to ourselves to be better in some certain area of
our lives. Whether to exercise more, smoke less, eat better, or whatever; you may be trying to break old habits
with the onset of the New year.
Here's a suggestion for a different type resolution:
How about resolving to be a better motorcyclist? Maybe you've been riding for many years
and you think, "who, me? I don't have any 'bad habits' to break. I'm a good rider." Well,
perhaps you are a good rider. But that doesn't mean you have no room for improvement,
does it? Whether you're a newer rider or a seasoned veteran, I am confident that there are
areas in each of our riding skills which could be improved on. How about maneuvering in
tight spaces? Are you skilled enough to raise both feet and pull off a successful U-turn with
your handlebars in the left or right locked position? OK, so you are perfectly comfortable
with your three-point turnarounds. But with a little practice, you could gain that same comfort level with locked-position U-turns and add that skill to your bag of tricks.
Another likely area that many of us could improve, is our Pre-ride Safety Checks. Taking
the time to make certain that your bike is ready to ride, is probably one of the smartest
things you can do. Personally, I check the air pressure in my tires more frequently, after
having a front tire go down. I will be one of the first in line to buy a new bike when air
pressure sensing technology finds its place on Harleys - and I sincerely wondered why it
wasn't included in the new bikes already. So again, whether you're a new rider or a seasoned veteran, now may be a good time to promise yourself (and those who ride with you
as your passenger) that you will become a better motorcyclist.
And the best way to do that in a controlled atmosphere, is to take a Motorcycle Safety
Course. If you have never taken a safety course, or if it has been three years or more since
your last one, then you should definitely resolve to take one this Spring. There are classes
to fit every skill level from the Beginners Riding Course to the Advanced Course, and simply
stated, these classes are designed to make you a better motorcyclist. The cost of these
classes varies, but the benefits and rewards could be life saving! The money you'll save annually on your motorcycle insurance premiums, the cost of the course is practically negligible!

So, your Safety Tip this month, is simply to resolve to be a better motorcyclist and to
promise yourself to take a Motorcycle Safety Course. I hope the New Year brings you many
miles of safe riding, and I hope that at the end of this year's riding season, we can each say
that we are better motorcyclists!
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Blood Drive
Ka thy Bradfor d
The first Blood Drive for this year is 01-26-19. Meet 8:30 for
Breakfast at Denny’s, 3530 Madison Street, Rvsd, then to LifeStream, 4006 Van Buren Blvd, Riverside. Also, if you cannot donate, please join us for breakfast & support those who can. We usually get to LifeStream 9:45 – 10:00, if you would like to
make an appointment for yourself and others that are going to donate – please call
them directly at 951-687-2530 or 800-879-4484 and remember the group name
when you donate is: MHOG. We donate every 56 days.
Your donations IMPACT:
Whole Blood or Power Red - A-, B-, O+, O- ;
Platelets – A+, A-, B+, B-, AB+, AB- ;
Plasma – A+, A-, AB+, AB- .
Donate just once and find out what your blood type is and how it affects so
many lives.
Mine is A+.
Also; LifeStream has a donations rewards system set up from 50 to 1000 points
each time you donate, for gifts, entry tickets to various places such as Disneyland
and San Diego Zoo and restaurant gift cards; check their website: https://
www.lstream.org/.
Once you register online - all your records can be found such as:

Blood and platelets are two things they can’t make in a lab,” this is a no-cost to
you, way you can give back to our Riverside community.
As always,
Thank you!

9

From the
E d i t o r ’s D e s k
Jodi Rizzotto
The long black line of Harleys wrapped around the mountain
before me, hidden in curves and revealed in straightaways.
What was I doing, following the pack in my Corolla, when I
longed to feel the ocean wind bite as I danced the curves?
Most of the time being a teacher is rewarding. Third grade
enthusiasm recharges me daily. However, when my school
schedule interferes with our riding schedule, grrr. Instead of
riding behind Frank on the HOG overnighter to San Simeon,
my fate was to ride up in a cage to join the others later.
Saturday morning, I followed Frank’s bike up to Monterey where we planned to meet the
rest of the group for lunch bayside. We sipped coffee and watched sea lions play among
bobbing sailboats at the marina. Gentle November sunshine kept us warm in spite of the
brisk breeze.

I checked my watch. Almost noon. When were the HOGs going to arrive? I heard a low
rumble from up the coast, building to a roar, culminating in the line of Harleys parading onto the wharf in search of parking spots. Every head turned, forks paused at mouths as people took in the sight of chrome and snarling thunder.
We joined our friends for fish and chips and listened to stories about the morning’s ride
through misty wine country. They peeled off layers of leather in the bright sunshine, grateful to be warm at last. Everyone rested and refueled for the challenging road back to the
motel on the famous Highway One through Big Sur. Then it was time to ride.
That’s how I found myself following them through massive forest, skirting the bare edge of
cliffs, crashing surf on my right. There was a steady stream of traffic, and no one seemed in
a hurry to rush past the dramatic scenery. At every overlook point, some cars would pull off
while others rejoined us. This influx of vehicles separated me from the Harleys, as well as
the bicycles hugging the blacktop’s edge. Scanning the cliffs ahead, I couldn’t catch a
glimpse of the HOGs. Knowing that the road would bring me back to the motel eventually, I
continued on.
Finally, I came out from around a curve and saw our group stopped in a large pull out area.
I parked in front of them and got out. Jagged rocks rose behind us, waves foaming on the
rocks below. No craft dared navigate the churning ocean here. It was a desolate place, defiant of man’s attempts to tame it. Gulls screamed in circles above us as the sun sunk down
toward the horizon.
Frank gave me a hug, and a friend took a picture of us with the ocean gleaming in the
background. Out of my car, I felt connected to the HOGs again. Even though I had missed
the thrill of riding Highway One on our Harley, I wouldn’t have missed this moment for anything.
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From the Road: San Simeon
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From the Road: San Simeon

12

HOG Day Rides
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ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
Also look for weekly email blasts for updates and
changes
DATE

TIME

DESCRIPTION

LOCATION

Jan. 5

9:00 a.m.

Black Sheep Breakfast and
ride to follow

Moreno Valley Elks Lodge

Jan. 6

7:00 a.m.

Polar Bear Ride– Joshua
Tree Saloon

RHD

Jan. 10

7:00 p.m.

I.E. HOG Chapter Meeting–
don’t forget to pay dues

Riverside Elks Lodge

Jan. 11

6:00 p.m.

Activities Meeting

Tom and Sherri Willison’s
home (see Email Blast)

Jan. 13

8:30 a.m.

GAR to Peggy Sue’s Diner

RHD

Jan. 19

6 p.m.

Dinner ride to The Grill

RHD

Jan. 26

8:30 a.m.

Barret Junction

RHD

Happy Birthday!
December

January

John Lanthripp

12/4

Monika Staub

1/3

Chuck Coulter

12/5

Donna Braly

1/9

David Braly

12/7

Jim Bridges

1/9

Mick Hammer

12/11

Kathy Bradford

1/10

Marney Peek

12/11

Carol Marquis

1/10

Earl Russell

1/14

Yvonne Lanthripp

12/15

Rick Angle

1/15

Mitch Lavine

12/16

Paul Friedt

12/19

Dave Rusk

12/19

Gene Hall

12/25

Jennifer Carter

12/31
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A Word from our
Sponsors

If you want to have your business card included in The Handlebar Star, contact
Monika Staub for more details.
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2019 IE HOG OFFICERS
ELECTED OFFICERS:
Director

MICK HAMMER

Assistant Director

DAN ALEXANDER

Secretary

JENNIFER CARTER

Treasurer

MONIKA STAUB

Ladies of Harley

MARIA SCHAEFFER

Head Road Captain

TOM WILLISON

Immediate Past Director

MITCH LAVINE

APPOINTED OFFICERS
Activities

SHERRI WILLISON

Blood Drive

KATHY BRADFORD

Chapter Historian

OPEN

Chapter Photographer

DEBI TUIOLOSEGA

Media Officer

OPEN

Membership

SCOTT SCHAEFFER
AND JEFF STAUB

Newsletter Editor

JODI RIZZOTTO

Safety Officer

SEAN SCHOEPPNER

Sergeant-at-Arms

ROBERT BROWN

Riverside H-D Chapter Manager

JIM BRIDGES

WEBMASTER

PETE LECLAIR
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