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Who we are:
The Inland Empire Chapter is a family oriented
group of road riding enthusiasts who enjoy riding
their Harley-Davidson motorcycles together. The
members would like to share this enjoyment with
you and encourage you to join in the activities we
have during the year. You are welcome to participate in many of the rides and events whether or not
you join the chapter.
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DIRECTOR
Mick Hammer
Greetings I E HOG,
I can’t believe it’s already March. We’ve had some great
rides so far, including our first overnighter this year to
Tombstone. Thanks to everyone who participated and
made it a memorable trip.
As I have mentioned before, it is a goal of mine to bring
the membership and the dealership closer together. Ladies
of Harley did a great job supporting the dealership by showing up to the Ladies Garage
Night in February. Thanks also to the men who showed up to support their ladies. We
all had fun shopping, eating, and winning prizes.
We always need your suggestions for rides and events, so plan to attend our next Activities Meeting, Friday, April 12th, at Sherri and Tom’s home. Check upcoming email
blasts for details. This process of selecting and calendaring our rides is at the center of
what our chapter was created for. To bring like-minded individuals together to share
time on the greatest motorcycles in the world.

Black Sheep Breakfast Rides are the first Saturday of each month. Breakfast is served at
0900 at Moreno Valley Elks Lodge, 12125 Day St, Moreno Valley. This is an awesome event
and a chance to meet members and have some fellowship all while enjoying some great
food. Breakfast is $10 per person, all you can eat buffet. Opportunity Tickets and 50-50
drawing.
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H E A D R OA D C A P T A I N
To m W i l l i s o n
What a great winter riding season this has been so
far. We have had several great rides and a unique
ride to Tombstone, AZ for our first overnighter.
Thank you, Dennis, for this ride. It was the National
Gem Show time in Tucson, AZ which gave us some
difficulty finding a block of rooms for this trip. But
Dennis persevered and set us up in Eloy, AZ. Even
though the hotel was a bit of a disappointment, the
ride went off without a hitch. Mostly a freeway ride to
the destination, it was planned with plenty of stops
and a great lunch spot. Dennis did a great job leading
and all of us had a memorable time. I think most of us could have spent more time in
Tombstone and look forward to doing this ride again.

We had a great GAR ride to Tom’s Farms that brought out some new faces and a great
time. We ran into one water crossing due to the rainstorms and all bikes and riders made
it through. Gary gets the snorkel award for trying to completely cover his bike in water.
We all had a great time and good food at Tom’s Farms. I’m sure this ride gave us all the
opportunity to wash our bikes again and polish some chrome.
This last weekend we had a long ride to the Salton Sea. I led the ride and decided to go all
the way there without involving a freeway or interstate highway. We had a fun tour
through towns and along lakes to get to the 79. This ride was amazing, from the balloons
up over the fog and mist-covered valleys to the amazing green hills and seasonal flowers
along the way. We got into the snow line for a short time with no ice or slick areas to report. What a ride! We stopped at our favorite lookout over the Anza-Borrego Valley and let
the gnome get into the act. Thanks, Dennis, for always having your great riding companion with you, I am convinced the little guy brings us great riding weather. We continued
through some fun twisty roads and down through Borrego Springs and the Glamis area
into the Salton Sea location and what turned out to be a great little restaurant, The Alamo.
After a great lunch or breakfast, we celebrated Deer Bob’s birthday by singing and presenting him with a birthday pan dulce. We are blessed to have such a great group of Harley enthusiasts to ride with and look forward to many rides this year. These times are
great because of all involved. Looking forward to Death Valley and Lone Pine, can’t wait
for these adventures. Thanks again to all the help with these rides. We are hoping to ride
even more miles this year and have set a goal of 20,000 miles worth of trips. Any ideas
for rides are always welcomed.
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Ladies of Harley
Maria Schaeffer
Well what year we have coming up! The Valentine Dinner
Party was awesome. Thank you to everyone that came out
and had dinner.
We had our first LOH meeting at the Riverside Harley Ladies Garage Night! What
a blast we had! Thank you RHD!
So many exciting things coming our way. LOH has a few events on the calendar
and hopefully we can get a few rides on there that we can lead.
Remember, we have our monthly meeting for LOH the 1st Tuesday of the month
at 6:00 at Anchos in Riverside. (see the email blast) Come on out grab a bite to
eat and let’s see what we come up with besides great friendships.
We have already had a few great rides and overnighters. Looking forward to getting to spend time on the overnighters with everyone.
Remember, Dress warm-it’s cold outside, and see you on the next ride.
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Membership
Scott Schaeffer
Just wanted to start off by saying what a great ride to Tombstone
we had a great time and hope to go again next year. Thanks to all
that have renewed their HOG membership for the new year. We
have a lot of great rides on the calendar for the upcoming year
and I am looking forward to seeing all of you on them. To those
who have not yet renewed we are looking forward to your return
the chapter soon.

to

Here are some new members that have joined us for the first time
this year:
Victor Allen, Greg Bordeau, Brian Callahan, Sergio Lopez, Devon Palau, Eric Reay, Denise Taylor and
returning to us after some time off are Ramona Gouvian and Jose Padro Bibilioni.
We have a lot of bike nights and other Dealer events coming up that we are looking forward to seeing your participation at in the upcoming year. They will be listed on the email blast and event calendar. And once again welcome to all the new chapter officers this year as well as the returning ones
looking forward to a great year. We had a great time at the LOH Valentines dinner we had a great
turn out and some great food thank you all that attended, also looking forward to the Death Valley
ride coming up March 1st its probably going to be a little chilly so
please dress in layers.

Secretary
Jennifer Carter
I would like to start off by saying thank you for electing me to the
secretary position for our HOG chapter. I have enjoyed being part
of this chapter since I have joined. I have met some great people,
gone on some awesome rides and enjoy all the festivities in between.
I look forward to volunteering and participating in the up and coming West Coast Thunder
XX. This is going to be a great event. I really appreciate all the hard work and time so many
people have been putting into this event to make it happen.
I’m excited to say that as a new rider, I have put on more than 5500 miles on my bike since I
purchased it in March 2018. Woo whoo!
We have some fantastic rides, dinners and events planned ahead and look forward to seeing
you all.
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Safety Officer
Sean Schoeppner

QUICK TIPS: MSF’s Guide to Group Riding
Motorcycling is primarily a solo activity, but for many, riding as a group – whether
with friends on a Sunday morning ride or with an organized motorcycle rally – is the
epitome of the motorcycling experience. Here are some tips to help ensure a fun
and safe group ride:

Arrive prepared. Arrive on time with a full gas tank.
Hold a riders’ meeting. The Road Captain will discuss things like the route, rest and
fuel stops, hand signals and riding formation. He will also assign a sweep (tail) rider. If the group is large there may be additional riders prepared to lead if the group
gets broken up. These will be experienced riders who are well-versed in group riding procedures. The leader should be aware of each rider's skill level before the ride
and monitor the riders during the ride. (Sean’s comment– The road captain cannot
see everything from the front. We need to watch out for each other, so if you see
something the road captain should be aware of let him know at the next stop.)
Keep the group to a manageable size, If necessary, break the group into smaller
sub-groups, separated by a few seconds, each with a lead and sweep rider.
Ride prepared. At least one rider in each group should a first-aid kit and full tool kit,
and all riders should carry a cell phone, so the group is prepared for any problem
that they might encounter.
.

(continued next page)
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(Safety Officer cont.)

Ride in formation. The staggered riding formation (see diagram below)
allows a proper space cushion between motorcycles so that each rider
has enough time and space to maneuver and to react to hazards. The
leader rides in the left third of the lane, while the next rider stays at
least one second behind in the right third of the lane; the rest of the
group follows the same pattern. A single-file formation with a minimum
2-second following distance is preferred on a curvy road, under conditions of poor visibility or poor road surfaces, entering/leaving highways,
or other situations where an increased space cushion or maneuvering
room is needed

Avoid side-by-side formations, as they reduce the space cushion. If you suddenly needed to swerve to avoid a hazard, you would not have room to do
so. You don’t want handlebars to get entangled. (Sean’s comment – A good
rule is you should be able to see the rider’s face in front of you in his mirror.
If you can’t see him, he probably cannot see you!)
Periodically check the riders following using your rear-view mirrors. If you
see a rider falling behind, slow down so they may catch up. If all the riders in
the group use this procedure, the group should be able to maintain a steady
speed without pressure to ride too fast to catch up. (Sean’s comment– If a
rider ahead of you is dropping back, do not close your gap trying to push that
rider forward. They may be nervous already or having an issue. They need to
focus on their riding not a rider too close behind.)
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(Safety Officer cont.)

If a rider leaves during the ride, the rest of the group should re-form the
staggered formation by crisscrossing into the next vacant position. Although it
would seem more efficient for the column directly behind the missing rider to
move up, we do not recommend it because passing another rider within a
lane can be risky. (Sean’s comment– Sharing the lane with another bike is
also illegal in many states. With the number of overnight rides in other states
we have scheduled, the cross over is the only consistent method to use. As
we discussed at the February HOG meeting, the Cross over method will be the
way we Fill the Gap. Remember to signal and ensure you have room before
changing lanes.)

If you’re separated from the group, don’t panic. Your group should have a
pre-planned procedure in place to regroup. Don’t break the law or ride beyond your skills to catch up.
For mechanical or medical problems, use a cell phone to call for assistance
as the situation warrants. Sean- Know in advanced who you would call if
you have an issue. Will it be Harley Roadside, AAA or a local tow company? Do you have their phone number and your membership number? Do
you know the local Dealerships on the route where you would take your
bike?
Group riding is the ultimate Harley experience. Be prepared, be safe, and
have fun out there!
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Blood Drive
Ka thy Bradfor d
Blood Drive – 03-23-19
We had a great turnout for breakfast at the last blood drive and a great success in the
number of people that were able to donate! I hope our next donation date of 03-23-19
proves to be even more successful!! We meet 8:30 for Breakfast Denny’s, 3530 Madison Street, Rvsd, then head to LifeStream, 4006 Van Buren Blvd., Rvsd. We usually get
to LifeStream about 10:00ish; if you would like to make an appointment for yourself and
others that are going to donate – please call them directly at 951-687-2530 or 800-8794484 and remember the group name when you donate is: MHOG.
Thank you, remember your one pint of blood can help at the very least three in need.
FYI:

The following is taken from LifeStream –
“A blood donor has the power to make the greatest IMPACT of all – to provide life. By
the simple act of donating blood they become heroes to those in need, and a symbol of
hope and prosperity to their love ones. A blood donor’s gift is selfless, kind and uniquely theirs.”
Find out if you are Type 0- or 0+
O-NEG – Percentage of population with O-: 7%.
Best procedure: Whole blood or red cells.
Your IMPACT: YOU are universally admired! Your red blood cells are the most important of all when emergencies strike. When seconds count, your red cells can be given to anyone at any time to save their life. If you NEED blood, you can only receive ONEG red cells.
Red Cell Fact: YOU ARE THE UNIVERSAL DONOR!
O+ POS - Percentage of population with O+: 38%.
Best procedure: whole Blood, Red Cells, and Platelets.
You may be asked to donate different types of donations based on the current patient
need.
Your IMPACT: YOU can help the most! O+ is the most common blood type and, as a
result is needed by most people.
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From the
E d i t o r ’s D e s k
Jodi Rizzotto
The Sisterhood of the Traveling Chaps
A HOG overnighter was where the magic began.
I wasn’t sure what to expect on our first overnighter years
ago. The Grand Canyon was our destination, which we actually
never visited due to snow (in May!). That trip was our learning
curve—finding out that our bank would block our credit card if we
used it at gas stations. Finding out we could ride in rain, wind,
sleet, hail, and light snow. Finding out that we really needed to
spend money on heavy gloves. We didn’t spend much time hanging
out with the group due to the inclement weather, but it was still fun.
Our next trip was Utah. Since it was in June, the weather was hot in the desert and cool on
the plateaus. Our first night of the four-day trip we spent in St. George. It was over 100 degrees,
and as soon as we could change out of our sweaty riding clothes, we hopped into the swimming pool.
Everyone was tired from the long day’s ride, so the girls decided to order pizza to eat poolside. Suddenly it became a HOG party, as more of our group joined us. Hanging out with each other was as
fun as riding.
That trip I got to know the chapter ladies. We sat together at lunch. When we stopped each
night, we texted each other to coordinate dinner as a group. The passengers shared photos we had
shot along the way. We laughed about the wind that buffeted us each time we turned a different direction. Away from our usual responsibilities, we sat and talked for hours about our kids, homes,
dogs, and dreams. We became family through our travels.
I was hooked on overnighters. As we became part of each other’s story, an overnighter became a reunion of kindred spirits. We couldn’t wait to hit the road and share each other’s’ company
for a few days. There was always time to talk with friends while waiting in line for the only restroom
at the gas station or munching snacks on the side of the road. Before dinner, we would hang out in
each other’s motel rooms while we waited for everyone else to join us.
That’s when we began the HOG tradition of the Ladies of Harley group photo on each overnighter. Whether we rode our own bikes or sat behind our guys, we shared our love of adventure on
the open road. A love that many of our non-riding friends could never understand.
The saddest part of any trip was the last day after lunch. It was time to head home, and on
the final leg of the journey, everyone would split off to their own destination. After exchanging hugs
and smiles, thanking each one for the fellowship, we pulled on our helmets and rode away. When we
got home, the same text string we used for dinner plans would let everyone know we arrived home
safely.

As I hung up my jackets and chaps, I was already calculating how many weeks it would be
until the next overnighter. I couldn’t wait to head out on the road again with my dear friends and our
sisterhood of the traveling chaps.
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F r o m t h e R o a d : To m b s t o n e
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From the Road: Salton Sea
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ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
Also look for weekly email blasts for updates and
changes
DATE

TIME

DESCRIPTION

LOCATION

March 1-3

7:00 a.m.

Death Valley Overnighter

March 2

9:00 a.m.

Black Sheep Breakfast– ride Moreno Valley Elks Lodge
to Palm Springs Air Museum

March 7

5:00 p.m.

Bike Night– come support
our dealership

RHD

March 9

8:30 a.m.

Palm Springs Sherman’s
Deli

RHD

March 10

9:00 a.m.

GAR– Slash X

RHD

March 14

7:00 p.m.

I.E. HOG Chapter Meeting–
don’t forget to pay dues

Riverside Elks Lodge

Joshua Tree Saloon

RHD

(Tacos at 6:00)

March 16

9:00 a.m.

I-15 at 138 McDonalds

Happy Birthday!
February

March

Jim Spicer

2/4

Bella Betzer

2/13

Charles Ripley

2/14

Linda Angle

2/16

Scott Schaeffer

2/20

Bob Traughber

2/23

Jerry Birchfield

2/26

Brian Wollak

2/26
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Pete LeClair

3/5

Terrill Strait

3/13

Michael Smith

3/14

Gina Ripley

3/17

Bill Taylor

3/21

Darrell Warwick

3/31

If you want to have your business card included in The Handlebar Star, contact Monika
Staub for more details.
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A Word from
our Sponsors

2019 IE HOG OFFICERS
ELECTED OFFICERS:
Director

MICK HAMMER

Assistant Director

DAN ALEXANDER

Secretary

JENNIFER CARTER

Treasurer

MONIKA STAUB

Ladies of Harley

MARIA SCHAEFFER

Head Road Captain

TOM WILLISON

Immediate Past Director

MITCH LAVINE

APPOINTED OFFICERS
Activities

SHERRI WILLISON

Blood Drive

KATHY BRADFORD

Chapter Historian

OPEN

Chapter Photographer

DEBI TUIOLOSEGA

Media Officer

OPEN

Membership

SCOTT SCHAEFFER
AND JEFF STAUB

Newsletter Editor

JODI RIZZOTTO

Safety Officer

SEAN SCHOEPPNER

Sergeant-at-Arms

ROBERT BROWN

Riverside H-D Chapter Manager

JIM BRIDGES

WEBMASTER

PETE LECLAIR
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