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Who we are:
The Inland Empire Chapter is a family oriented
group of road riding enthusiasts who enjoy riding
their Harley-Davidson motorcycles together. The
members would like to share this enjoyment with
you and encourage you to join in the activities we
have during the year. You are welcome to participate in many of the rides and events whether or not
you join the chapter.
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DIRECTOR
Mick Hammer
I hope all of you had a wonderful Easter spent with Family
and Friends. Patsy and I had a houseful as usual. Easter is
always been our favorite holiday of the year, marking the
beginning of spring and a whole new riding season. Now I
know we are blessed with year round riding weather but
there’s something special about the change in weather and
all the clean new smells of blooming of flowers.
Easter also marks beginning to the final countdown to
West Coast Thunder—May 25th thru Memorial Day. May 27th, is I E HOGS premier
charitable event of the year. Volunteers will be needed for starting on Saturday, May
27th 2019 for the WCT Poker Run and Dealership BBQ, followed on Sunday, May 28th
by another day at the BBQ’s serving the crowds with all proceeds going to West Coast
Thunder. Then on Monday an early morning for the main event. We still have not been
notified if additional volunteers are needed on the parade route. Once we know we will
be passing along the information. If you can volunteer for Saturdays Poker Run, get
with Mitch Lavine. To volunteer Saturday or Sunday at the dealership please get with T
Rex. Please make time to spend a little time with the group volunteering for West Coast
Thunder.

Thanks Everyone, Screw It Lets Ride.

Black Sheep Breakfast Rides are the first Saturday of each month. Breakfast is served at
0900 at Moreno Valley Elks Lodge, 12125 Day St, Moreno Valley. This is an awesome event
and a chance to meet members and have some fellowship all while enjoying some great
food. Breakfast is $10 per person, all you can eat buffet. Opportunity Tickets and 50-50
drawing.

3

H E A D R OA D C A P T A I N
To m W i l l i s o n
Riding season is in full swing and we have awesome
rides scheduled. I hope you’re all ready for a busy
summer! Our ride to Joshua Tree Saloon included a
water crossing and views of Mother Nature in full
bloom. We had a great group of biker enthusiasts and
minimal wind. What a ride! Thank you all for the participation in the rides so far this year.
At our recent Regional Officer Connection training in
Las Vegas, we were afforded a rare opportunity to
mingle with the other western HOG chapters. It reaffirmed our mission of like-minded Harley Davidson
motorcycle owners brought together to ride and have
fun. Through HOG, we participate in group rides, attend HOG events and develop long
lasting relationships with the best friends anyone could hope for. I am so proud to be a
part of this group, and I am looking forward to some new adventures. At the training, we
were encouraged to think of rides to all types of destinations and events (not just ride to
eat, eat to ride, Ha Ha), and at this last activity meeting we were able to start planning
some new rides. Stay tuned— you never know what fun might be just around the next
switchback. It also gave us some great ideas in building a long-lasting relationship with
our dealership. All in all, much was learned and dreamed, making it an amazing experience.
Thank you to all who went on the Midway ride, you
made this old salt feel loved. There is so much to
explore yet, and the Midway has allowed me to go
anywhere I want on the ship. I hope we will have
even more riders on the next trip.

Havasu is coming up, don’t forget to check tire
pressures and tread wear. This should be a great
time with a few surprises. The upcoming Grand
Canyon ride has had a date change and a road
captain change but is sure to be an awesome ride.
Thanks to Mick and Mitch for stepping in to lead
the ride for me.
Looking forward to riding with you all and remember we are always looking to add rides, so your input is welcome.
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Asst. Director
Mitch Lavine

It’s that time of year again that West Coast Thunder is
upon us. By the show of hands raised at the meeting a
number of people still need to register. Registration is a
simple process that can be done online and then pick up
your packets at Riverside Harley Davidson. I hope to see
you all at WCT.
We have a couple of rallies coming up beginning the weekend after WCT, it starts
with the “Ride the Sierra’s Touring Rally” that begins in Fresno. Then on September
12th the “Western H.O.G. Rally” begins from Victorville Harley Davidson. As a chapter, we have supported this Rally in the past and hope to continue to do so being
that is in our own backyard.
If you need any patches, I will have them at our meetings and can be purchased
before and after the meeting.

Membership
Scott Schaeffer

Just wanted to say welcome back to some old members and welcome to all of our new members.
Looks like we have an exciting year of rides coming
up hope to see you all there on them. I will make this
month’s article short. Just want to remind everyone
to check their National hog memberships.
Looking forward to WCT coming up also going to be a
great time at Lake Elsinore. Don’t forget to check out
the email blast for RHD bike nights so you can come
out and support us at the IEHOG booth we will have set up.
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Safety Officer
Sean Schoeppner
Reading Between the Lines
Reading between
the lines (on the
road) is something
we should all know
how to do. Scanning ahead for
hazards, Evaluating
your options and Executing a maneuver to avoid the
hazard. When riding we need to always be SEEing
what is ahead of us. This is much easier while riding
alone as group riding adds some challenges. When
riding in a group you have to be reading around the
lines (of bikes). It’s more difficult to see the road 1215 seconds ahead when you have riders directly in front. This is why it’s important for the
pack leaders to be watching for these hazards and signaling the riders behind them to be
prepared. It’s also a good rule of thumb to be watching not the bike directly in front of you
but a few bikes up the line. If you see that bike bounce or swerve you know there may be
something you need to avoid.

With all the rains we have had recently, there are a large number of potholes and gravel on
the road. The trees have lost many of their leaves which pile on the side of the road and
can make things slippery. Soon it will be getting warmer and we will see more tire treads
and tar snakes on the road. These are all hazards of which we need to be aware. Other
hazards may include bicyclists, pedestrians and cars stopped along the side of the road.

The Motorcycle Safety Foundation
recommends these signals for
warning the rider behind you about
hazards ahead:
Pointing with your left hand or
kicking your right leg out towards
the hazard on the right. I personally kick with either my right or left
leg since pointing to the left also
could be mistaken for waving to an
oncoming motorcycle.

Stay safe and keep your fellow riders safe as well. Have fun and Let’s RIDE!
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West Coast Thunder Update
-

WEST COAST THUNDER IS ON SCHEDULE
--- THANKS TO OUR VOLUNTEERS!
Many thanks to our loyal IE HOG Chapter Members, the Black Sheep, the returning Women of
the Wind volunteers and devoted friends and
family, we had a record number of helpers for
the annual West Coast Thunder Stuffing Party on
Saturday, April 13th. There were over 52 volunteers and I am certain a few came that forgot to
sign in. We want to thank each and every one of
you. Your loyalty and dedication to WCT is
amazing. We actually filled over 4700 registration packets and folded at least 10-12 more boxes of event t-shirts.

The process of filling the WCT Registration packets is so much needed for us to be able to open up our in-store WCT Registration
Tables in Riverside Harley-Davidson by mid-April each year. I say this at every
meeting and we repeat it over and over again, but the importance of our Volunteers
to make West Coast Thunder successful every year is worth the repetition.
As you all know by now, we have moved the WCT Tribute Concert to Lake Elsinore
Storm Stadium. This should be an exciting venue for our 20th Anniversary however,
when we change venues, we have to change the parade route and that new route is
included at the end of this article.
We will be needing more volunteers to assist in taking flyers around to these new
neighborhoods on the parade route to let them know we are coming through.
Please let us know if you are willing to assist with this. Contact Ted (PITA) Padilla
of the Black Sheep, Tom (T-Rex) Willison or Jim Bridges if you can offer your time
and services.
Last, but not least, if you order a long-sleeved WCT T-shirt. These are in my office
at the dealership now. Please come by to pick up and pay me for them, I have to
get them out of my office. If they are not picked up by May 10th, I will be selling
the remaining shirts to people who did not order them, but wants them desperately.
Thanks again for all your help,
Sharon Bridges,
Executive Director of WCT
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Blood Drive
Ka thy Bradfor d
Next Blood Drive – 05-18-19
We had another good turnout for the number of people that were able to donate! The next donation date
is May 18, 2019. (May 18, is a remembrance day for Brian & me; it would have been his late Mom’s and
one of my late brother’s birthdays!).
We meet at 8:30 for Breakfast at Denny’s, 3530 Madison Street, Rvsd, then head to LifeStream, 4006 Van
Buren Blvd., Rvsd.
We usually get to LifeStream about 10:00ish; if you would like to make an appointment for yourself and
others that are going to donate – please call them directly at 951-687-2530 or 800-879-4484 and remember the group name when you donate is: MHOG.
A special shout out to Lee, who after a long while was able to donate whole blood and is now an Apheresis donor!!!

FYI:
The following is taken from LifeStream –
“A blood donor has the power to make the greatest IMPACT of all – to provide life. By the simple act of
donating blood they become heroes to those in need, and a symbol of hope and prosperity to their love
ones. A blood donor’s gift is selfless, kind and uniquely theirs.”

Find out, if you are; Type A - or A +
A-NEGATIVE – Percentage of population with A - : 6%.
Best procedure: Whole blood, red cells, platelets or plasma.
Your IMPACT: YOU are rare and needed for all types of patient care. No matter what donation type you
do, you are helping the most patients in our community.
Red Cell Fact: If you need a transfusion, “negatives need negatives”. You can only receive red cells from
fellow A-negs or O-negs, so please donate as often as you can.
A+ POS - Percentage of population with A + : 34%.
Best procedure: Platelets or Plasma.
Your IMPACT: YOU can be a hero to cancer patients!! Many cancer treatments destroy the patient’s ability to fight infection. Platelet and plasma transfusions are often needed to help the patient stay well
enough to fight cancer.

Remember your one pint of whole blood can help at the very least three in need.
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From the
E d i t o r ’s D e s k
Jodi Rizzotto
You don’t expect to ride under water with a Harley touring bike, but thanks to a wet winter, water crossings have been featured in two of our
recent HOG rides.
Not wet pavement, not trickling water, but rushing, CHURNING flash flood creeks (pronounced
cricks for you Californians). Frothy muddy
brown water through which you can’t see the
bottom.
Our first water ride was on Temescal Canyon Road near Glen Ivy. Instead of a
bridge over a normally dry creek bed, the road dipped down to meet it. As the bikes
in front of us slowed down, I saw fast-moving water covering the entire road in
front of us. Slowly, one by one the bikes plowed through the churning muddy mess,
water covering the bottom third of their tires.
All I remembered thinking was “If we go over, I’m getting a mud bath treatment
right outside Glen Ivy Spa.” Most of us went slow. One particular member decided
to goose it and created a huge fan of water that completely covered him. He was
still dripping when we reached Tom’s Farm. Everyone made it through without a
problem, and we all laughed about it during lunch.
Our second whitewater experience was on the ride to Joshua Tree Saloon. Our road
captain took us the long way behind the mountains in the high desert. The tiny two
lane road took us through rugged desert hills and across more creek beds (When
will they ever build California roads OVER water, not under it?). This time, I felt
more prepared as Frank and I waited our turn to cross the rushing water. Until we
hit the unseen pothole at the low point in the road.
We wiggled, we wobbled, but then we settled down and made it out like we knew
what we were doing. I released my held breath and my death-grip on Frank. As we
continued down the road, I kept waiting for the road captain to pull over because
someone had gone down in the water, but it was smooth sailing all the way to Joshua Tree. Everyone made it through with minimal mud dripped from our pipes.
Something more to talk about when we reached the end of the ride.
Some people think Harley rides are a short ride down the road and lunch at a diner.
They have no idea about the water adventure that may be included.
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Day Rides– Dof fo Winery
Te m e c u l a
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From the Road– San Diego
Midway and Joshua Tree

12

ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
Also look for weekly email blasts for updates and
DATE

TIME

DESCRIPTION

MEETING PLACE

April 27

9:00 a.m.

GAR to Cook’s Corner

May 4

9:00 a.m.

Black Sheep Breakfast– ride Moreno Valley Elks Lodge
to follow

May 3-5

(See meeting
places)

Jerome/Sedona overnighter

7:00 p.m.

I.E. HOG Chapter Meeting–
don’t forget to pay dues

May 9

(Tacos at 6:00)

RHD

6:00 a.m. Mr. Blues Donuts
7:00 a.m. Circle K Cabazon
Riverside Elks Lodge

May 11

9:00 a.m.

Picnic ride (destination to be RHD
announced)

May 18

8:30 a.m.

Blood Drive– meet for
breakfast first

Denny’s on Madison, Riverside

May 18

5:00 p.m.

Dinner Ride to The Grille

RHD

May 19

9:30 a.m.

GAR Perris Skydive Café

RHD

May 25-27

Various

West Coast Thunder Weekend– Poker Run, BBQ, WCT
XX-volunteers needed

RHD

April

Happy Birthday!
May

Julie Birchfield

4/2

Dennis Palmer

5/2

James Bowles

4/3

Patty Delawyer

5/8

Jeanette Baugh

4/5

Char Palmer

5/9

Sean Schoeppner

4/7

Gary Sellers

5/12

Kevin Marquis

4/13

Laura Maw

5/15

Darryl Holder

4/15

Chris Brown

5/18

Ted Padilla

4/19

Debi Tuiolosega

5/24

Chris Robbins

4/21

Patrick McPherson

4/24
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If you want to have your business card included in The Handlebar Star, contact Monika
Staub for more details.
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A Word from
our Sponsors

2019 IE HOG OFFICERS
ELECTED OFFICERS:
Director

MICK HAMMER

Assistant Director

MITCH LAVINE

Secretary

JENNIFER CARTER

Treasurer

MONIKA STAUB

Ladies of Harley

MARIA SCHAEFFER

Head Road Captain

TOM WILLISON

Immediate Past Director

MITCH LAVINE

APPOINTED OFFICERS
Activities

SHERRI WILLISON

Blood Drive

KATHY BRADFORD

Chapter Photographer

DEBI TUIOLOSEGA

Media Officer

OPEN

Membership

SCOTT SCHAEFFER
AND JEFF STAUB

Newsletter Editor

JODI RIZZOTTO

Safety Officer

SEAN SCHOEPPNER

Sergeant-at-Arms

ROBERT BROWN

Riverside H-D Chapter Manager

JIM BRIDGES

WEBMASTER

PETE LECLAIR
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