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Who we are: 

The Inland Empire Chapter is a family oriented 

group of road riding enthusiasts who enjoy riding 

their Harley-Davidson motorcycles together. The 

members would like to share this enjoyment with 

you and encourage you to join in the activities we 

have during the year. You are welcome to partici-

pate in many of the rides and events whether or not 

you join the chapter. 
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Patsy and I just got back from a much needed 

vacation to Maui. We had many wonderful ad-

ventures, but the one that stood out the most 

was when we rented a 2019 Ultra and spent 

the day riding all over the north end of the is-

land. If you ever get the chance to ride Maui, 

I would highly recommend it. We rented our bikes from Easy Rider in 

Lahaina. They were very helpful and had everything we needed to 

make it a great day. We even got a poker chip for taking Highway 30 

completely around the north end of the island. It was a great way to 

see some of the most beautiful scenery. 

The weekend before we left to Maui was spent on our Bakersfield 

overnighter. We had a great group of 6-8 of us and we had a won-

derful time crossing the Sonora Pass down through Kernville and on 

to Bakersfield. The weather was great and the company was wonder-

ful. Like always, if you haven’t been on a chapter overnighter, it is a 

great way to meet some very nice people.  

Early next month we have one of my favorite overnighters of the 

year—San Simeon. Along with the opportunity to see Hearst Castle if 

you haven’t taken the tour, we spend Saturday riding through wine 

country and end up in Monterey. Rooms are still available, and all the 

information is in your email blast that comes out every Wednesday. 

DIRECTOR 

Mick Hammer  

Black Sheep Breakfast Rides are the first Saturday of each month. Breakfast is served at 

0900 at Moreno Valley Elks Lodge, 12125 Day St, Moreno Valley. This is an awesome event 

and a chance to meet members and have some fellowship all while enjoying some great 

food. Breakfast is $10 per person, all you can eat buffet. Opportunity Tickets  and 50-50 

drawing.  
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It’s already November? The older we get the fast-
er the years go. We have had some amazing rides 
this year and they’re not over yet. Our last over-
night ride of this year is just days away. Are you 
joining us to go to San Simeon? I hope so. It 
should be a great time.  

We had nominations last month for primary officers. Thank you for 
those who volunteered to help run this great organization. I am honored 
and humbled to be nominated as Assistant Director. After my 3 years as 
director I agreed to step up to fill the position after my brother Dan Al-
exander had to step down. I miss that man!! It has been a great year 
and I appreciate all the officers both primary and appointed for their 
commitment to the chapter. Please think about signing up as an ap-
pointed officer. It takes all of you helping to make this the great chapter 
it is. We will be passing around a clip board for sign ups at the chapter 
meeting. How sad if we don’t have a photographer to take pictures for 
the newsletter or someone to keep up the web site or an activities per-
son to work with everyone to plan the amazing calendar of rides we ride 
every year. 

I want to especially thank Riverside Harley Davidson for their dedication 
and support of the Inland Empire Chapter. Without them we would not 
have a chapter or made the special friendships that we enjoy. I have 
been a member of I.E.HOG for over 16 years and have made some 
great friendships over that time. Without the dealership this may not 
have happened. 

I urge you to support the dealership and if you have any issues with 
service, parts, sales or ??? Please speak to Jim Bridges or myself. I as-
sure you we can get it worked out. 

Get out there and RIDE AND HAVE FUN!!! 

 

Asst .  Director  

Mitch Lavine  
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What a great couple months of rides. 
Thank you to all who participated and 
made each one a fun and special time. 
Our ride to the Sequoias was amazing and 
the road was there for us to enjoy. Even 
though we didn’t get to ride the park, we 
still had an amazing new experience. The 
Safari Room had really good food and fun, 
and our hotel accommodations exceeded 
our expectation. It was a very relaxing and challenging ride with beau-
tiful mountain scenery and a great visit to the local dealership.  

We had the pleasure of our director leading us on a great ride to Bak-
ersfield, and the Kern Valley did not disappoint. Topped of by a very 
fun night at the Crystal Palace for some awesome music and food. If 
you love to ride twisty roads this was the ride for you. The best part 
for me was the fact that I didn’t have to lead or sweep this ride which 
was great wind therapy. The weather was perfect for riding and the 
stop in Kernville was amazing. We had great rooms, and everyone en-
joyed the trip.  

Thanks for a great year as your Head Road Captain! It has been my 
pleasure to lead this group throughout the year. We have had many 
who have stepped up and planned and led some great rides. I hope to 
get to lead you guys for another year and can’t wait to see what rides 
we come up with. Your input and participation are what makes us the 
best HOG group in the country. It is truly my pleasure to be a part of 
this family of riding enthusiasts. We have one last great traditional 
overnighter coming up to San Simeon I hope you will all participate 
and make it the best ride of the year. 

 

HEAD ROAD CAPTAIN 

Tom Wil l ison  
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 Nominations for elected officers were held at the October chapter 
meeting. The following people have been nominated for elections to be 
held in November. 

 

 

 

 

 

Following are the nominees’s statements: 

 

Director Nominees 

Bill Grijalba 

I believe that any long standing organization after an extended leadership should 
or needs to be revised. 

To bring in new and creative ideas to enhance the organization being Chapter 
3448. 

I have been a part of this chapter for 4 years, supporting its actions when asked. 

Due to my 25 years in the military, having been put into a leadership position, I 
feel my experience would be an asset to this 
chapter. 

Also, with my medical background as an Army 
Medic/Nurse, the safety and wellbeing of the 
chapter riders are first and foremost when being 
a leader. 

I have many new ideas to help motivate the 
chapter members and its upcoming NEW mem-
bers to a higher level. 

I would also be more proactive with the River-
side Harley Davidson dealership as well as the 
Black Sheep Organization. 

Nomina tions for Of f icer  

Posit ions  

Secretary 

Jodi Rizzotto 

Treasurer 

Monika Staub 

Director 

Bill Grijalba 

Mick Hammer 

Assistant Director 

Mitch Lavine 
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 Director Nominees cont. 

Mick Hammer 

My name is Mike Hammer and I am running for re-election as your 2020 Chapter Director. 
I have enjoyed being your Director over the past year as well as your Assistant Director 
from 2016 thru 2018. This past year was busy for me with the company I have worked for 
the past 27 years selling and my responsibilities being expanded. The sale took a lot more 
of my time and energy then I imagined it would. But the end of this year brings my retire-
ment and a lot more time to devote to Chapter business as well as riding.  

I am looking forward to spending energy on making sure that our new Chapter Manager is 
brought up to speed as quickly as possible. Replacing Jim Bridges will not be easy but I 
am looking forward to working with our new manger once he or she is announced.  

I am also looking forward to expanding our Ride365 foot print this year as well. It’s a very 
easy way of reporting all of your mileage to HD for recognition in their mileage program.  

I feel we also need to keep growing our connection 
with the dealership and its employees. With good 
communication and more time spent with them, I am 
sure we can grow the chapter membership. 

But let’s face it—it all comes down to the ride. We are 
the official riding group for Harley Davidson. As your 
director I will make it my number one priority to 
make sure first and foremost we fill out for you a cal-
endar of rides that you can get excited about.  A mix-
ture of day, evening, mid-week and overnight rides 
that are offered up by you the membership. Keeping 
things fresh will be my goal.  

So I hope you will give me the opportunity to be your 
Director for this coming year. 

 

 

 

Secretary 

I’m Jodi Rizzotto, and over the past three years I’ve served as 
Handlebar Star editor. I’ve had the amazing opportunity to record 
our adventures and riding wisdom. One of my HBS articles, 
“Riding with the Ancients” has been published in the California 
Writers Club Inland Empire 2019 Anthology, which is available on 
Amazon (shameless plug). Running for the position of Secretary 
would allow me to write about our HOGs from a different point of 
view as I capture our chapter meetings. I look forward to working 
with our officers to make our chapter a haven for those who love 
to ride their Harley-Davidson motorcycles.  

I will no longer serve as the Handlebar Star editor so the appoint-
ed position is available. It’s been a lot of fun, and I will be availa-

ble to offer assistance as needed to the next editor.  
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I just wanted to start out and say that it has been 
fun serving as your membership officer the past 2 
years and thank you to the primary officers for ap-
pointing me. So, we have had a great year of riding 
this past year haven’t we? Maria and I had a great time on the Bakersfield over-
nighter this past weekend ending up with dinner with some great friends at the 
Crystal Palace. There is 1 more overnighter scheduled for this year. Hope many of 
you can be there on the San Simeon overnighter. Also have the yearly Christmas 
party coming up. The total tally for membership this year was 136 members to 
date. Going to make this short and sweet and hope to see you all on the great 
rides to come next year. 

                                    
The next donation date is this Saturday – November 
02, 2019.  

I will be at Denny’s – 3530 Madison St. Rvsd at 8:30am for breakfast this Saturday 
11-02-19.  Afterwards going to LifeStream,  located at, 4006 Van Buren Blvd., 
Rvsd.  It is best to make an appointment to avoid any type of crowd there – please 
call them directly at 951-687-2530 or 800-879-4484 and remember the group 
name when you donate is: MHOG, (which we must tell them every time.) 

This will be short & sweet – thank you if you were able to donate anytime this 
year.  

O+ is the most common blood type and is needed by most people; 

Platelet and plasma are crucial to stop bleeding and treat burns that may be need-
ed to assist our first responders;  

Many cancer treatments destroy the patient’s ability to fight infection.  Your uni-
versal platelet and plasma donations are often needed to help the patient stay well 
enough to fight cancer. 

Your donations are needed year round in so many circumstances, and your one 
pint of whole blood can help at the very least three in need; please give.   

Membership  

Scott  Schaef fer  

Blood Drive  
Kathy Bradford  
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Monday in the teacher’s lounge, my back tweaked as I 
turned to greet a co-worker juggling an overflowing stack of papers. Zooming to-
ward the copier, she asked over her shoulder, “Good morning. How was your 
weekend?” 

“Great! Frank and I rode with the HOGs down to Borrego Springs, around the edge 
of the Salton Sea, and back over the badlands. Three hundred miles of mountains 
and desert wilderness,” I replied, shaking out my tight shoulders.   

After a long drink from her jumbo coffee, she replied, “Wow, that sounds danger-
ous! Just last week on the 215, I passed another motorcycle accident. I’m sure 
they didn’t make it.” Shivering, she grabbed her larger pile of papers from the cop-
ier, and dashed on her way, as if she needed to escape my death wish.  

Once more, I found myself squinting over the chasm between those who love to 
ride Harleys and those who think we are suicidal idiots.  

When Frank and I first married, he shared fond memories of riding motorcycles, 
starting with his early dirt bike days. As a young boy, he would ride until daylight 
faded. Later, riding became his release from adult stress. That stress turned into 
hard times, forcing him to sell his bike before we met. As we began to share each 
other’s dreams, I realized his was to own a Harley.  

My only experience was in the Bahama Islands as an eleven year old, hanging on 
behind my father on a tiny Honda, more like an amusement park ride. I wasn’t 
sure if it was something I would like as an adult. Frank didn’t want to buy a motor-
cycle if we didn’t both enjoy it, so we started with a smaller step—a scooter. It 
took me a while to learn how to brace my feet so that my helmet wouldn’t clunk 
into Frank’s every time we took off or stopped. At first it was disconcerting to have 
huge trucks inches away from your exposed legs, but I grew to love it. 

Once I was used to the scooter, we moved up to a small motorcycle, giving us ac-
cess to mountain roads, another level of mastering my fears. My heart started to 
crave the rushing wind and the rhythm of twisty roads. Frank and I loved riding 
that bike, but looked hungrily at the touring motorcycles that roared by, their rid-
ers sitting comfortably on their cushioned seats behind windshield and fairing. 

When we finally bought our first Harley, we weren’t prepared for how our lives 
would change. 

 

From the  

Editor’s  Desk  
Jodi  Rizzotto  
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They’ll Never Understand cont. 

Owning a Harley initiated us into a worldwide club we didn’t know existed. Harley 
riders we passed on the street greeted us with a two finger wave and head nod. 
When we stopped for gas, strangers would come up and admire our Road King, 
sharing their Harley stories.  

Now we had social permission to wear Harley Davidson jackets, hats, and tee 
shirts. That orange and black emblem started conversations with the most unlikely 
people in faraway places. The dealership, not merely a place where we purchased 
our bike, became our clubhouse, our pit stop for donuts and coffee, barbeques, 
bike shows and other events.  

The more we rode, the more we noticed groups with patches on their jackets. Long 
lines of roaring bikes, smiling faces united in purpose. It was the next level and we 
were eager to join them. There were other responsible riders out there who want-
ed to have fun and live to get there.  

After asking around, we decided to join our Inland Empire HOG chapter.  Now we 
had access to planned rides led by experienced road captains. We traveled back 
roads to tiny diners that perfected the art of grilled tri tip. Overnighter trips took 
us to Utah, the Grand Canyon, and San Simeon.  

But soon we realized the HOGs are more than all that. Here we met friends we 
never would have encountered in our normal boring lives, comrades who brave 
heat, cold, wind, and loose gravel to explore forgotten roads. Roads through avo-
cado groves, vineyards, and boulder-strewn sculptures. Roads that lead to famous 
roadhouse diners and others who love their adventure fast on two wheels.  

So when my teacher friends shake their heads about my reckless hobby, I shrug 
and walk away. I know they’re not bad people just because they’re content with 
riding in air-conditioned cars, sitting in their perfectly manicured backyards, or 
standing in line at Disneyland. They’ll just never understand why we ride. 
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HOG Halloween Party   
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HOG Halloween Party   
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Sequoia Overnighter  
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Day Rides  
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DATE TIME DESCRIPTION MEETING PLACE 

Nov. 2 9:00 a.m. Black Sheep Breakfast- Ride 

to Wrightwood 

Moreno Valley Elks Lodge 

Nov. 2 8:30 a.m. Blood Drive Denny’s on Madison for break-

fast first 

Nov. 3 10:00 a.m. The Bomb Shelter RHD 

Nov. 8-10 7:00 a.m. San Simeon Overnighter McDonalds on the 15 and 138 

Nov. 14 7:00 p.m. Chapter Meeting-Elections Riverside Elks Lodge 

Tacos start at 6:00 p.m. 

Nov. 16 9:00 a.m. Black Sheep TIN Run RHD 

Nov. 17 8:00 a.m. Borrego Springs RHD 

Nov. 20 5:30 p.m. Dinner Ride– Los Vaqueros RHD 

Nov. 23 8:00 a.m. Joshua Tree National Park McDonalds 15 at 138 

A C T I V I T I E S  C A L E N D A R  

A l s o  l o o k  f o r  w e e k l y  e m a i l  b l a s t s  f o r  u p d a t e s  a n d  

 

 
October 

Sherri Willison 10/1 

Jodi Rizzotto 10/12 

Dave Matias 10/16 

Jeff Staub  10/22 

Kevin Delawyer 10/23 

Colleen Buum 10/28 

Gary Kermoian 10/28 

Happy Birthday! 

If we missed your birthday, please notify the editor to be 

added to the birthday list. 

November 

Laura Lopez  11/4 

Carroll White  11/5 

Sharon Bridges  11/6 

Samantha Schaeffer 11/7 

Greg Peek   11/14 

Linda Timbreza  11/20 

Robert Brown  11/24 

Sherri Crosson  11/25 

Brian Bradford  11/26 
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 If you want to have your business card in-

cluded in The Handlebar Star, contact Monika 

Staub for more details. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Word from 
our Sponsors 
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ELECTED OFFICERS: 

Director      MICK HAMMER 

Assistant Director     MITCH LAVINE 

Secretary     JENNIFER CARTER 

Treasurer      MONIKA STAUB 

Ladies of Harley    MARIA SCHAEFFER 

Head Road Captain    TOM WILLISON 

Immediate Past Director    MITCH LAVINE  

APPOINTED OFFICERS 

Activities      SHERRI WILLISON 

Blood Drive      KATHY BRADFORD 

Chapter Photographer   DEBI TUIOLOSEGA 

 

Media Officer     OPEN 

 

Membership      SCOTT SCHAEFFER 

      AND JEFF STAUB 

Newsletter Editor     JODI RIZZOTTO 

Safety Officer     SEAN SCHOEPPNER 

Sergeant-at-Arms     ROBERT BROWN 

 

Riverside H-D Chapter Manager   JIM BRIDGES  

WEBMASTER     PETE LECLAIR 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 IE HOG OFFICERS 


