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Who we are:
The Inland Empire Chapter is a family oriented group of
road riding enthusiasts who enjoy riding their HarleyDavidson motorcycles together. The members would like to
share this enjoyment with you and encourage you to join in
the activities we have during the year. You are welcome to
participate in
many of
the rides and
events
whether
or
not
you
joi n
the
chapter.
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DIRECTOR
Mitch Lavine
Can you believe it’s already November? I can’t believe how fast this year has gone by. We have had some
amazing day rides this year, as well as many overnight
rides. Our latest one to Bakersfield had a great turnout.
San Simeon is just days away.
We had nominations last month for officers. It looks like we have a full
slate of primary officers who were nominated and accepted the position. I am
honored and humbled to be asked to stay on as director for a third year. It has
been a great 2 years and I appreciate all the officers both primary and appointed for their commitment to the chapter. Please think about signing up as an appointed officer. It takes all of you helping to make this the great chapter it is.
We will be passing around a clip board for you to sign up on. How sad if we
don’t have a photographer to take pictures for the newsletter or someone to
keep up the web site or not have an activities person to work with everyone to
plan the amazing calendar of rides we ride every year.
I want to especially thank Riverside Harley-Davidson for their dedication
and support of the Inland Empire Chapter. Without them we would not have a
chapter or made the special friendships that we have made. I have been a
member of I.E. Hog for almost 15 years and have made some great friendships
over that time.
I urge you to support the dealership and if you have any issues with service, parts, sales or ??? Please speak to Jim Bridges or myself. I assure you we
can get it worked out.
Get out there and RIDE AND HAVE FUN!!!

Black Sheep Breakfast Rides are the first Saturday of each month. Breakfast is served at
0900 at Original Pancake House at 1750 Hamner Avenue in Norco. Cross Street is 2nd
Street next to In-N-Out Burgers. This is an awesome event and a chance to meet members and have some fellowship all while enjoying some great food. Breakfast is $10 per
person, all you can eat buffet. Opportunity Tickets and 50-50 drawing.
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ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Mick Hammer
As I sit down to write this article, a thought crossed
my mind, were has this year gone? I mean just a few
months ago it was January 2017, and we had the whole
year to look forward to. For our chapter, it’s been filled
with ups and downs. We have had some really great times and some not so great.
We have had some great rides, and then a few members have taken spills. Some
of us have lost parents and friends along the way. Several of us have watched
family members and friends battle illness and disease. But through it all we have
been there for each other, and I for one have taken great comfort in the prayers
and friendships that Inland Empire HOG Chapter has given me. As we get ready to
wind up another year, I look forward to slowing down a little and enjoying this
time with family and friends. I want to thank all of you for making this a great year
of riding and fellowship. It is the people of this chapter that make it so special.
So thank you again for your friendships, love and support.
Let’s take out 2017 by riding and having fun.

Mick
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HEAD ROAD CAPTAIN
Dan Alexander
The calendar says it’s fall, but you can’t tell that
by the weather we are experiencing. You never know
what type of weather that we may encounter while on
a ride. I look and listen to the weather reports days
before leaving on a ride, but that hasn’t always been a
reliable way to plan. For that reason I carry gear for
any weather we may encounter during a long or short,
hot or cold, wet or dry ride.
I want to thank the membership of IEHOG for
allowing me to be your Head Road Captain for another year. As a member of HOG,
I have met some great people and have made lifelong friendships. While on the
Grand Canyon ride, we met some HOG members from the William Tell Chapter in
Switzerland all because we were wearing HOG clothing. There are many other benefits for being a HOG Member as well. Check out www.hog.com to see some of
them. As I mentioned before, this time around has been much easier considering
all of the help I have been given by those that have led some of our rides. A big
THANK YOU goes to YOU, our members for showing up on the rides. After all that
is why we bought our Harleys—to ride them!
We have a couple more rides and one more overnighter to San Simeon
which will be a great ride before the year is over. We also have some parties coming up which are just as fun! I look forward to seeing you on a ride or at a party!

Be safe and have fun doing it!
Saddle up! Let’s ride!
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Ladies of Harley
Lynell Weller
Wow.....what an exciting year we have had. Lots of riding, meeting and
making new friends to our end the year parties. I hope you all joined us
at the Bridges Spooky Halloween Event....what fun it was and all the
great costumes everyone had.
As we now move into the Holiday Season, I would like to wish everyone
a Happy Thanksgiving and Christmas. Plans are in full swing for our
Christmas Party. I'm happy to announce that we will be hosting it at Tom and Sherri Willison
home.
Our date is set for Saturday December 9th. We will be having a potluck dinner along with a
raffle, music and dancing. I will be selling tickets starting at our November 9th meeting. Tickets
will be the same as last year..... only $10.00 a person. Bring a dish or dessert to share and if you
would like to have a special kind of Christmas cheer drink........it will be BYO. We will also provide
water and sodas. I will be sending out an evite with more information as to the address and
time. So please mark your calendar and join us for a Merry Christmas......HOG style. Looking forward to seeing you all.

Secretary
Laura Maw
I want to thank everyone for, once again, putting your
confidence in me to be your IEHOG Secretary for the
year 2018. It has been fun to get to know all of you by
keeping the minutes of the meetings and sending out
the IEHOG EMAIL BLASTS to you, as well as, the best
part, riding with you! I will continue to do my best as
your Secretary.
We had a great time in Bakersfield this past weekend. We had a fantastic ride in the mountains,
some riders even saw deer. That is one problem I have riding my own bike. I try to spend most of
my time concentrating on the road resulting in missing some wonderful sights. Thank you, Mitch,
for the beautiful ride. Thank you to Marina for dancing with me at the Crystal Palace! We tried to
line dance, but those that can line dance went way too fast. It was a lot of fun! The Crystal Palace
never disappoints! The ride was windy at times, but it was nice and cool until we rode home on
Sunday...then it was HOT!!!

I trust that everyone going to San Simeon will have a great time and ride! I'm sorry that David
and I won't be able to go, but then again we will be in Hawaii on a cruise around the islands. Wish
we could have a chapter ride around Hawaii! We would love to have you come along, but you will
have a good time in San Simeon.
Thank you again for being the "greatest" Chapter ever.
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MEMBERSHIP
Bob Kirk and Maria Schaeffer

Will someone please tell me where 2017 has gone? Very
soon it will be 2018! Since this is the last newsletter of
the year I would like to provide you with a short summary of our membership. We have added 27 new members in 2017! They are:
Patrick Akes, Chuck & Lorena Coulter, Greg Baucom, David Dolphin, Robert Ellis, Carrie
Holsombach, Jeff Johnson, Gary Kermoian, Robert & Laura Lopez, Scott Mattson, Robert
Murray, Anthony Orlando, John (Dennis) Palmer, Daniel Phillips, Robert Reed, O.Z. Robertson, Keith Royster, Daniel Phillips, Ron Shults, John Silva, Marina Spicer, Nhuyen Vu,
James Wilcox, Sherri Willison, and Mark Wood.
I've acquired a well-deserved reputation of not participating in our chapter rides, just ask
Maria! Hopefully my health improves to the point where I can start joining in starting next
year! I really miss the camaraderie with fellow riders. I've had the pleasure of being your
Membership Officer for the past two years and it has afforded me the chance to get know
everyone a little better. I would be remiss if I didn't give a shout out to Maria Schaeffer
for her help and support with enrollment in 2017.
I recently started a new job in Inglewood which means I probably won't be able to attend
our monthly meetings going forward, at least not as often. Therefore I would like to ask
that if any of you wants to get more involved, and I highly recommend that you do, to
please sign your name to the clipboard when it is passed around for volunteers to be the
Membership Officer. It's a simple administrative job and I will be glad to walk you through
the responsibilities. Thank you everyone and remember to,
Ride safe!
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Blood Drive
Kathy Bradford

The last blood drive for 2017 is December 23, 2017.
Meet 8:30 at Dennys-3530 Madison- right by RHD!
Enjoy breakfast while socializing with your H.O.G. family, then
ride on over to LifeStream-4006 Van Buren.
Remember- you can save lives, by giving part of yours.
Hope to see you there.

HOG SocialH a l l ow e e n Pa r t y
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Safety Officer
Wishbone Rusk
The adrenaline rushes through your body, making you
feel invincible. The wind is in your face and the world at
your feet. The seemingly unlimited power at your fingertips is intoxicating. These are the things I felt when I
rode my first motorcycle at a very young age. It never
occurred to me how inherently dangerous it was as I tore
up the hills near my home town.
Motorcycle safety was never a priority; it was just something that came along with riding. I always made sure I
was in the correct gear - leather over-the-ankle boots, long pants, full-fingered gloves, DOT-approved helmet
and, of course, my trusty motorcycle jacket. I figured as long as I was aware and on guard constantly, my gear
would protect me if something were to happen.
Then I felt fear on a motorcycle. It was mid-afternoon and I was riding with a buddy through downtown. We
were staggered a bit with him in the lead. As we crossed through an intersection, a city bus began turning left
directly in front of us. One second my friend was next to me, the next he was through the front windshield of
that bus. It literally ate him whole.
I managed to avoid the collision and not lose control of my bike. My heart was in my throat as I dismounted
and ran to my friend's aid. Expecting the worst, I was astonished he only suffered minor cuts and lacerations. I
realized how lucky he'd been. If he wasn't wearing a proper helmet and other riding gear, he would have suffered much more serious injuries - possibly even life threatening - as his body was protected from the glass by
his motorcycle jacket. At that moment, motorcycle safety became a priority because I realized it could have
easily been me.
Jump ahead, and I was sitting in a 1-week safety training course. As the motorcycle safety portion came up, I
zoned out. It seemed obvious, right? Riding a motorcycle can be dangerous. If anyone knows this it was me.
Training courses must be completed, inspections must be performed and so on. I assumed everyone was aware
of motorcycle safety. I was wrong.
Later that day, I met a new buddy outside the class who had recently bought a new Yamaha R6. As we gathered around admiring his new ride, I couldn't help but notice he was wearing shorts, a T-shirt and sneakers. I
had never considered he had ridden it while dressed so poorly.
I was dumbfounded. How could he not understand the stupidity of his actions? Then the bomb dropped. In addition to not wearing the proper PPE, he didn't even have a license - nor had he taken the Motorcycle Safety
Basic Rider Course, which should be required for everyone in my opinion. I laid into this guy about what an unnecessary risk he was taking, not only with his life but the lives of others.
I walked away feeling as though I hadn't gotten through to him. After all, it was his choice. Then a day later I
heard the news. The same buddy I yelled at was in an accident. I instantly thought he had either died or suffered major injuries. I was surprised to learn he had walked away uninjured. It had to be luck.
The next day, I saw my new buddy and he approached me. It turns out I had gotten through to him because
he had gone out and bought the proper riding gear and signed up for the Basic Rider Course. He said I saved
his life by calling him out on the foolish decisions he was making. I told him it wasn't me; it was himself. We
are all responsible for our own actions and lives. As William Ernest Henley said, "I am the master of my fate, I
am the captain of my soul."
If you see a buddy who is failing to do the right thing, speak up and set them straight. Who knows what would
have happened to this guy had he not been wearing his new riding gear that day? I doubt the end result would
have been so favorable.
Ride safe!
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I am HOG: Maria
by Jodi Rizzotto
I’m sure you’re noticed many new members to our
HOG chapter this year, due in part to the efforts of one
member who frequents the Bike Nights at Riverside HarleyDavidson. Maria Schaeffer has worked hard to get more adventurers on the road with us. My husband, Frank, and I got
together with Maria and her husband, Scott, for dinner and to talk about her journey as a woman
Harley rider.

When I asked Maria how long she’d been riding a Harley, she said her beginning was in
2004. Unlike many of our riders, she didn’t have experience with dirt bikes or other off-road vehicles. However, she did have a Class A semi-truck license. She started as a passenger behind Scott,
but their daughters became worried when they realized if Scott’s bike went down, they might lose
both parents at once. So in an effort to lessen the odds, Maria decided to learn how to ride her own
bike. “Anyway, I have to be in control,” she said.
Her first Harley was a 2005 Sportster. She and Scott agreed it was a great learning bike, but
Maria felt it was too top-heavy, and only ended up keeping it for nine months. Instead she traded it
for a 2006 Softail Deluxe, a better fit.
Since she started with no experience, I was curious how Maria learned to ride. Before attending a riding course, a friend taught her how to operate her bike in a parking lot. Then the Ride
Right school in Colton gave her complete training that she highly recommends. After getting her license, Maria rode for years with Scott, now in control of her own Harley.
In 2016, Maria was ready to buy her third bike, a Heritage Softail. Over the years, the swing
arm suspension and smooth ride of the Softail convinced her that it was the only bike for her. Customizations have included a quick-release backrest and solo seat, engine guard, highway pegs, and
foot pegs.
Maria and Scott became a family of Harley riders when their daughter, Samantha, purchased
her own Sportster. Maria knew that Sam, now 25 years, would end up riding when she was ten, and
her birthday wish was a pink Harley. Sam has joined us on many HOG day rides, as well as her first
major overnighter to the Grand Canyon this past September.
Then I asked Maria about her dream ride. She said that she’d love to attend the rally in Daytona Beach, Florida. “I’ve seen pictures of it. The white beaches and the best seafood… that sounds
like a dream ride to me.” Her favorite ride so far with the HOGs has been the recent Grand Canyon
overnighter led by Dan Alexander. The roads, the scenery, and hangout time with other HOGs made
it an unforgettable adventure.
Her advice to women riders starting out— “believe in yourself, clear your mind, and look at
every car like they’re out to kill you.” She has found that many car drivers do not respect women
motorcycle riders. “Somehow, they think that women Harley riders are not as aggressive as men.”
Anyone who knows our female HOG riders realizes that is a huge misconception. Maria reminds us
to focus on riding, and stay safe. And enjoy the added benefit of allowing yourself to forget about
the rest of your life for a while.
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WHAT’S NEW WITH WEST COAST THUNDER …..
As many of you know, we are unable to share the information as to who our West Coast Thunder headliner
band will be for the closing tribute concert until after the first of the year. This is due to contract negotiations
with the talent and CBS/KFRG Radio, so that decision is out of our hands. But be sure to listen up after the
New Year’s celebration, when that announcement is made.

And you know by now that we are no longer going to Soboba Casino for the closing concert but have contracted with Perris Fairgrounds. This change is going to open many doors for us. We will have a larger venue and
can partner with other entertainment. Those plans will be coming out soon, as well. I can say that we are
going to have more vendors and ask you to please contact me if you know of any vendors we may want to
talk to. We will be including a car show during the concert and hopefully, plan to make the day more family
friendly.
For those wondering about the parade route, it will be identical from the staging in front of the Riverside Harley-Davidson dealership leaving at precisely 9:11 a.m. on Memorial Day Monday, from Indiana Avenue to Arlington, turning right onto Arlington Avenue, right again on Alessandro, right a third time on Trautwein and
then left on Van Buren going past our benefactor, the Riverside National Cemetery. The change in the parade
route, begins here, as we will NOT be turning left down Meridian. Instead we will be getting onto the 215
South Freeway directly from Van Buren by turning right onto the ramp. The West Coast Thunder parade will
then continue to Ramona Expressway, turning left and continuing to Lake Perris Drive, turning left onto Lake
Perris Drive where we will enter the venue. Please watch for signs as to where to park the motorcycles.
Amazingly enough, we are at the end of the 2017 year and it is never too late to thank everyone who help to
make West Coast Thunder the success it is. Memorial Day Monday, May 28, 2018 will be our nineteenth year
and we are already looking forward to our 20 th Anniversary year in 2019.
We always want to thank the founders who created this event from Pat Delahunty’s vision, Don Odell, Steve
Aragon, Steve Cifelli, Rich Greenberg, George Hilton, Lucky and Theresa Delaney. And we must include Jay
Dabney and Skip Fordyce H-D for developing and growing the event, with the loyal support of Kristen Kunzman, Glen Espinoza, Jackson Dodd, Earl Chadd, Glenn Wagoneer, Kevin and Patti DeLawyer, Dave and Donna
Gail Brawley, Chris and Bill Robbins, Lee Jerde, Kathy and Brian Bradford and so many more from the IE HOG
Group.
However, we cannot forget those people, some old, many new, who have continued to carry on this event,
whose support and hard work is instrumental in keeping West Coast Thunder alive year after year: Paul Adkins, Jason Dodd, Kristen Kunzman, Glen Espinoza, Bill Chamberlain, Mitch Lavine, Jim Bridges, Carol and
Kevin Marquis, Dave Rusk, Ted Worth, Karin Whitehead, Monika and Jeff Staub, the Black Sheep group, the
Geezers and so many others that I apologize if I forgot to mention your names. West Coast Thunder takes
far more than a village ……. It takes an entire city to make it better each year.
Thanks to the recent Honor our Heroes event at Raceway Ford which netted over $90,000 and still
counting, plus the $30,000 WCT donated to the Riverside National Cemetery for this past WCT
event, total funds provided to RNCSC is now well over $915,000. Thank you all for your continue
support.
Sharon Shannon Bridges,
Executive Director
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Ladies of Harley– Maria Schaeffer
I am excited to be part of the Inland Empire HOG
Chapter and look forward to becoming the LOH Officer
this coming year. I
have been a motorcycle rider since 2004,
starting out as a passenger on my husband’s bike. After talking with my kids I decided that I was going to
learn to ride my own…the rest is history.

HOG Officer
Nominations

As a lady rider I must say that now I only sit behind my husband if
my bike is in the shop for maintenance or I’m not feeling too well
(ha ha).
It is important to know that LOH members do NOT have to be motorcycle riders, you can simply be an enthusiastic passenger who is
willing to participate a little ….. or a lot. The most important characteristic of being a LOH member is the love for riding.
I hope to have many gatherings with the women (okay and the guys
if they want to) and getting ALL of us involved. Women can lead
rides, host garage sales or maybe even a bake sale. Let’s get our
heads together and make some plans. Also, you will love the activities meetings at “Patsy’s Garage” (another one of our amazing women riders) where we can get our plans on the calendar. If you haven’t been to an activities meeting
you don’t know what you are missing!
In addition to our Chapter activities, we also enjoy helping with the West Coast Thunder and assisting Sharon with whatever she needs from our group. This is a very rewarding activity to help an
amazing cause and honor our veterans.
At the end of the day we are all the same. . .tired riders with
a smile... now let’s get out there and ride!

Treasurer– Monika Staub
I accepted the nomination for Treasurer to be more involved in
our HOG chapter. My experience in bookkeeping and taxes, as
well as a previous position as treasurer in a non-profit organization may be helpful for this position.
In addition to being a member of this group, I volunteer for
West Coast Thunder as well as being a honorary lifetime member of a non-profit organization called Crest Communications.
When we joined our local HOG Chapter last August, I could not
have imagined all the friendships that would be created.
We try to never miss any rides, be it short GAR rides or overnighters. The leadership of this group is truly amazing and I’d
be honored top be a part of it.
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From the
E d i t o r ’s D e s k
Jodi Rizzotto

Some months are like toddlers
in a candy store—they get away from
you. As October comes to an end, I finally take a breath, and realize I didn’t write
anything on my blog all month. Wow! Then I look back over the weeks, and realize
I haven’t ridden with the HOGs since Julian at the end of September. No wonder my
life seems out of balance.

When I don’t ride, I lose my sense of wonder. My computer screen remains
blank without passion to push out the words. No wind rushing in my face, no
rhythm of twisties to quicken my heart, no shared tales over lunch with my fellow
HOGs. This month other opportunities and responsibilities pushed out our Harley
riding. Our Harley thirst remained unquenched, slowly creating a sense of unease.
Frank and I went through our daily routines, but longed for the open road.
Opening up the closet in the Harley room, I saw my chaps and leather jacket
hanging there, waiting patiently to serve their purpose. Sighing, I turned away to
take care of some other important-but-not-exciting task. Days passed by in grey
murmurs of responsibilities, and my leathers remained untouched.
Some of you had an October like mine, and you sigh with me. But there is
hope. I scroll through my calendar, and an oasis appears on the horizon. November
arrives this week, and opportunities abound for day rides and the legendary San
Simeon overnighter.
We’ll ride, and I’ll be free to write again.
See you on the road.
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ACTIVITIES CALENDAR
Also look for weekly email blasts for updates and changes
DATE

TIME

DESCRIPTION

LOCATION

Nov. 4

9:00 a.m.

Black Sheep breakfast and
ride to follow

The Original Pancake House
Norco

Nov. 5

9:00 a.m.

GAR Fallbrook Avocado Ride RHD

Nov. 9

7:00 p.m.

Chapter Meeting

Riverside Elks Lodge

TBD

(Tacos 5:30)
Nov.10-12

TBD

San Simeon Overnighter

Nov. 18

8:00 a.m.

Joshua Tree Saloon and ride RHD
through the park

Happy Birthday!
November

October

Laura Lopez

11/4

Carroll White

11/5

Sharon Bridges

11/6

Samantha Schaeffer

11/7

William Chamberlain

11/12

Greg Peek

11/14

10/28

Linda Timbreza

11/20

Gary Kermoian

10/28

Robert Brown

11/24

Marina Spicer

10/31

Dan Alexander

11/25

Sherri Crosson

11/25

Brian Bradford

11/26

Sherri Willison

10/1

Jodi Rizzotto

10/12

Dave Matias

10/16

Jeff Staub

10/22

Kevin Delawyer

10/23

Colleen Buum
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A Word from our
Sponsors

If you want to have your business card included in The Handlebar Star, contact
Kevin Marquis for more details.
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2017 IE HOG OFFICERS
ELECTED OFFICERS:
Director

MITCH LAVINE

Assistant Director

MICK HAMMER

Secretary

LAURA MAW

Treasurer

KEVIN MARQUIS

Ladies of Harley

LYNELL WELLER

Head Road Captain

DAN ALEXANDER

Immediate Past Director

DAVE RUSK

APPOINTED OFFICERS
Activities

PATSY MATA-HAMMER

Blood Drive

KATHY BRADFORD

Chapter Historian

JIM SPICER

Chapter Photographer

MARINA SPICER

Media Officer

SEAN SCHOEPPNER

Membership

BOB KIRK &
MARIA SCHAEFFER

Newsletter Editor

JODI RIZZOTTO

Safety Officer

WISHBONE RUSK

Sergeant-at-Arms

SCOTT SCHAEFFER
& CHUCK BAUGH

Riverside H-D Chapter Manager

JIM BRIDGES
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