
    

 

Cold Weather Riding Tips 

 

Many of us continue riding well into the Winter months even with the erratic temperature swings that the Midwest can 

produce. These temperature changes affect not only our bodies, but our motorcycles as well. For your safety and that of 

your bike, consider the following riding tips before each trip . . . 

1. Carry your rain gear. Whether or not it rains, rain gear is very windproof and warm and can be used as another 

layer of clothing should the temperature drop during your ride. 

2. Charge your cell phone. Should a breakdown occur, you will need to contact someone for assistance or a tow. 

Those of us who have called for a tow know that it can be hours before help arrives. A charged cell phone is your 

com-link to the world providing not only communication but weather information as well. 

3. Keep the battery charged between rides using an approved trickle charger. Even though motorcycles use an AGM 

type of battery, the electrolyte and state of charge are affected by temperature change. Note: motorcycle 

batteries require a low current charge and can be damaged if a standard car charger is used. 

4. Bring water and a snack. Waiting for the tow truck can bring frustration, hunger, and thirst. 

Before every ride we know that performing a TCLOCS inspection should be performed. T-Tires and Wheels, C-Controls, L-

Lights and Electrics, O-Oil and Fluids, C-Chassis, S-Stands need to be checked and corrected as needed for safe operation of 

a motorcycle. Also consider . . . 

1. The first TCLOCS check is tire pressure. This is because a motorcycle has only two very small contact patches where 

the tires meet the road surface. Changes in tire pressure above, and especially below the recommended value can 

cause accelerated tire wear, tire temperature increases, and significant changes in handling. These are important 

safety considerations for those of us on two wheels. The pressure in a tire will change about 1 psi for every 10°F 

change in temperature. Using the recommended pressures for the tires on a Harley Davidson touring bike of 36 psi 

front and 40 psi rear, changes of 3.6 to 4.0 psi represent a 10 percent pressure change. This would occur with 

temperature drops of just 30 degrees. 

2. Allow the bike to warm-up longer than you would during the Summer months. Oil and other lubricant viscosities 

are engineered to change with temperature variations to provide the best lubrication in all conditions. Most newer 

Harley Davidson motorcycles recommend the use of multi-viscosity lubricants in the crankcase, transmission, and 

primary for this reason. Did you know that the “W” used in the API oil designation (i.e. 20W50) identifies winter 

blend? Even with all this engineering, common sense tells us that allowing a longer warm-up period brings both 

fluid and metal component (bearings, clutch plates, etc.) temperatures to a more balanced range. This eases load 

bearing forces internally as well as making the first few shift actions easier.                                                                                            
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