
 

The Dreaded Pothole 

We have all endured a cold, dreary winter. Unlike the past few years, Mother Nature has not allowed much 

riding this winter. If you’re like me, the itch to get back in the saddle is growing . . . . . . . continuously. 

Before jumping on your bike for that first ride of the season, please consider a few items to insure a safe 

ride:  

• The condition of the motorcycle 

• The condition of the roads 

Aside from any normal maintenance that your motorcycle may need due to either age or mileage, please 

check (or have checked) the condition of the brakes and tires before riding.  

 

Tires should be visibly inspected for tread depth, unusual wear, cracking, etc. Tire pressures must be as 

recommended for each tire. Many manufacturers recommend different pressures for the front and rear 

tires. 

Brake pads are a friction material and are subject to wear as used. The thickness of the friction material 

begins at only 4/32 inch on most touring model Harleys and should be checked before the riding season and 

at every service. Harley recommends that brake pads be replaced when the friction material reaches 1/64 

inches (.016 inches). One of the most overlooked and underperformed brake services in cars, trucks, or 

motorcycles is the replacement of the brake fluid. Brake fluid is hygroscopic by nature meaning that it 

readily absorbs moisture. Even with a sealed hydraulic system, the heat generated during riding and brake 

use followed by the natural cooling cycle can create condensation within the system. Moisture in the brake 

fluid will begin rusting of the metal components which in turn creates contamination of the fluid. Harley 

Davidson typically recommends that brake fluid be flushed out every two years using only DOT 4 brake 

fluid. 

This season, a harsh winter has created an excess of potholes for us to avoid. Care must be taken as 

contacting a pothole could cause a loss of control and/or damage to your bike. Potholes are caused by the 

expansion and contraction of water under the pavement. Water will enter through any crevice it can find. 

This includes seams in the pavement created during resurfacing, areas where the pavement meets up with a 

bridge, and anywhere that the pavement may have already been damaged. When water freezes, it expands 

and this past winter offered many days below the freezing point. When water under the pavement freezes, 

it causes the pavement to expand, bend, and crack which weakens the pavement. As the weight of cars and 

trucks pass over a weakened spot in the road, pieces of the roadway are further broken and displaced 

creating a pothole. 



 

                                       

                                           
Riding season is nearly here. Check your bike, be aware of the road hazards and as always… 

Ride Safe!Ride Safe!Ride Safe!Ride Safe!    
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