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Are you taking full 
advantage of all of the 
opportunities your 
Houston AREA #1 
H.O.G. Chapter 
membership offers? 

Without question, 
riding with likeminded 
individuals is the 
number one Chapter 
membership benefit. 
At Houston AREA #1 

H.O.G., we take that seriously. 

We hold more than 60 riding events each year 
and offer as many varied experiences as possible. 
We have short rides, long rides, really long rides 
(the Four Forest Ride is close to 500 miles in one 
day for example), weekend rides, and three-day 
weekend rides (Natchez Trace Run, Marble Falls 
Trip, and the Cajun Run, for example). This fall we 
will have a full 7-day trip. Therefore, there is no 
excuse not to ride. Dust off your motorcycle and 
come join us for some fun riding, no matter what 
kind of riding you like to do. 

However, your Chapter Membership offers so 
much more. When is the last time you attended 
one of our monthly meetings or joined us at a 
Chapter social? We have an upcoming dinner 
social, laser tag social (sponsored by our Ladies of 
Harley (L.O.H.), and several bar socials. And that 
is just over the next couple of months. 

This summer, we have a New Braunfels river 
floating social scheduled, as well as a picnic in the 

park. Then, as the world continues to slowly return 
to normal, we hope to have bowling afternoons, 
movie get-togethers, wine tasting, and so much 
more! Our L.O.H. are also planning several 
activities for lady riders and passengers including 
co-ed rides, socials and ladies-only rides. If that 
isn’t enough fun, Mancuso Harley-Davidson is 
hosting rides and motorcycle nights as well as 
special events each month.  

Then, there is our Facebook page for members 
only with photos, articles, and videos as well as 
updates on upcoming events. Not sure if a 
Chapter ride or event is rained out or postponed? 
Sign up for 
Chapter text 
alerts, which will 
not only notify you 
of any changes 
due to weather, 
but will give you 
information on the 
Plan B activities  
(many times, if a 
ride is canceled 
due to rain, we will meet at a restaurant for lunch.) 

Bottom line, remember, we do not ride Harleys, 
we are Harley Riders. I encourage each of you to 
experience everything being a part of a H.O.G. 
Chapter offers. We would love to see you at our 
next event. 

RICHARD ASHER — DIRECTOR & 
ROAD CAPTAIN 

Make the Most of Your H.O.G. Membership 

In this issue: 

Make the Most of Your H.O.G. 
Membership 

Interview with Ashley Balder 

Road Names - How I Became 
“Lambchop” 

Preventive Maintenance 

Ride365 - More Than Just a Mileage 
Check-in 

2021 1st Quarter Mileage 

Living With a Harley-Davidson Diva 

Man’s Love Affair With Fire 

Who Are You Inspiring? 

Lifting a Motorcycle 

Maintain More Than Your 
Motorcycle 

New Faces Around the Chapter 

Dealer Page 

ON THE COVER: East Texas Bound – Houston AREA #1 H.O.G. Chapter members wind their way 
down a back country road near Lufkin on the Asher’s Famous Four Forests Ride on April 10th. 
Chapter Director Richard Asher has led variations of this ride for the past ??? Years, which 
continues to be one of the most popular rides with Chapter members. 
Photo credit: Dusty Moore 
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ASHLEY BALDER 
MOTORCLOTHES MANAGER 

MANCUSO HARLEY-DAVIDSON CROSSROADS  

How long have you 
been with Mancuso? 
One month 

How long have you 
been in the motorcycle 
industry? 
Working with? 4 years 

What kind of 
motorcycle do you 
currently ride? 
2001 Harley-Davidson 
Dyna Low Rider, “Elsa” 

What made you pick 
that particular 
motorcycle? 
My husband bought 
her for me, I fell in love 
when we me met… 
LOL! 

How many years have you been riding a 
motorcycle? 
As a passenger, many years, lol! On my own,  
4 years on my Harley-Davidson. 

How/where did you learn to ride? 
Dirt bikes, Bulcher, Texas, the Red River area 

What got you into motorcycles? 
Cheaper and easier to keep than a horse! 
And so cool! 

What was your first motorcycle? 
Elsa, all MINE! 

What motorcycle would you ride if money were 
no object? 
That BEAUTIFUL Snake Venom 2021 Road Glide 
is really talking to me! 

What's your favorite stretch of road to ride? 
Wide open outskirts, when my mind starts to 
wonder and I forget everything around me. 

Where is your dream motorcycle adventure? 
Sturgis, for the mountain views and I want to see 
Crazy Horse. We haven’t made it there yet! 

 

 

What advice would you give to someone who 
wants to ride their own motorcycle? 
DO IT! I tell people all the time that learning to  
ride my own is the best decision I ever made. Not 
one single regret. Nothing compares to this kind  
of freedom! 

What would you sing at karaoke night? 
Oooh, depends on the mood and the courage! 

What’s your favorite food? 
Not sure I can pick a favorite!?! 

What’s your favorite song at the moment? 
Walking on Water, Bryann Trejo 

Who is your favorite Houston AREA #1 H.O.G. 
Chapter member? 
Sweet Dusty of course! She has made me feel 
completely at home at Mancuso Crossroads since 
day #1! 

Interview with Ashley Balder  
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Road Names—How I Became “Lambchop” 

Road names are 

given, not chosen. In 

many cases, it is 

because of some 

event that took place 

on a road trip. This is 

what happened to me. 

On an annual 

motorcycle trip to 

Utah, I was traveling 

with Steve and 

Yvonne Angelo and    

David Stafford. On our 

way home we stayed at the Redstone Inn in 

Redstone, Colorado. If you ever have the 

opportunity, visit this property – it is really quaint 

and CO-133 is an awesome motorcycle road. 

I enjoy eating good food and I decided we 

would dine in the formal dining room. It’s not open 

year-round, and we had a wonderful meal. When 

the server came and presented each party with 

their bill, she did so by announcing what we had 

as an entree as she 

handed them out. 

With a very 

pleasant smile, she 

presented me with 

mine and said "lamb 

chop.” I immediately 

looked at the other 

three and said "Oh 

no, don't you dare." 

“Too late,” I was 

told! At the next 

Chapter meeting, I was presented a stuffed 

Lambchop doll and it was announced, or 

proclaimed, my road name is “Lambchop.” 

Rather than fight it, I embraced it. I took the 

doll and zip-tied it to my motorcycle (seen on the 

back of Daniel’s motorcycle in the photo above). 

I wear it like a badge of honor. 

Thank you, David, Steve and Yvonne, I'm just 

glad I didn't order the wiener schnitzel. 

DANIEL “LAMBCHOP” PROTZ – 
ROAD CAPTAIN 

BIKE BITS with Rick Glass 

Why Harley-Davidson? 
In the last newsletter we discussed some reasons why 
a motorcycle is better than a car. The next question 
we’ll tackle will be which brand of motorcycle is best? 
How about a Harley-Davidson? Since the introduction 
of Harley-Davidson motorcycles in 1903, there have 
been many motorcycle manufacturers show up around 
the world. Some of theses brands have come and gone, 
and some have returned under a new manufacturer – 
think Triumph and Indian in the latter category. 

So why would you choose a Harley-Davidson over 
another brand? If you are young, flexible, don’t mind 
crouching in a near fetal position, and racing along at 
180 MPH while wearing a leather onesie, a 
Harley-Davidson may not be your first choice. 

How about the rest of us? If you value a comfortable 
somewhat relaxed riding position, appreciate torque 
over raw horsepower, and enjoy being able to see the 
scenery other than at a passing blur, then a Harley-
Davidson may be for you. 

Aside from torque and a comfortable ride, what other 
reasons are there for buying a Harley-Davidson? There 
have been many good reasons put forward as to why 
this brand. Tradition, reliability, image, camaraderie, 
and the largest dealer network of any brand (you are 
never far from help if you have issues on the road) are 
all on the list. Here I will focus on camaraderie and save 
other items for a later article. 

Think back to the first time you attended a H.O.G. 
Chapter meeting. Did you feel like a stranger in a room 
full of strangers? This was probably not the case. Most 
likely it was more like walking into a room full of long-
lost family members, as in a lot of cousins you never 
met before but shared a common bond of family. Our 
family bond is Harley-Davidson. 

The Houston AREA #1 H.O.G. Chapter offers many 
opportunities to enjoy this bond: Chapter socials to let 
our hair down and rides to enjoy fresh air and friendship 
(lets not forget the lunches with pie and ice cream on 
many of those rides); volunteer opportunities to benefit 
the dealership and our community; and monthly 
meetings to catch up on Chapter happenings. 

Unlike most meetings we have attended, people show 
up early to the Chapter meetings to visit, tell stories, or 
generally stir up a little good-humored hijinks! 

Owning a Harley-Davidson provides a bond with other 
riders. Owning a Harley-Davidson and belonging to your 
local H.O.G. Chapter provides a much stronger bond and 
a large group of friends/family that will last a lifetime. 
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Years ago, before my 
annual long trip to 
Utah, I was changing 

my spark plugs and I 
noticed one of the 
spark plug wires had 

been rubbing on the 
underside of the fuel 
tank and worn through 
the insulation. 

It was apparent I 
caught it just in time – any more wear and it 

might arc on the tank and affect my engine’s 
performance. The proper 
fix was to replace the 

spark plug wire, but to 
prevent the same thing 
from happening again, I 

added a piece of hose 
secured with zip ties. 

As luck would have it, 
two others traveling with 
me on the trip, Jo, my 
girlfriend at the time, and David Stafford, both 

had the same issue. The fix to keep on riding 
was to add the hose to 
prevent further wear. 

Years later, on another 
motorcycle of mine, the same 

problem occurred. If it has 
happened to me twice and  
to two others, there is a 

reasonably good chance it 
could happen to you.  

Take two minutes and check 
your plug wires. Sometimes 

taking the tank off is necessary, 
but a visual inspection of your 
spark plug wires might keep 
you on the road and not ruin  
a ride. 

DANIEL “LAMBCHOP” PROTZ –  
ROAD CAPTAIN 

Preventive Maintenance 

BIKE BITS with Rick Glass 

What is tradition? 
Tradition contributes a sense of comfort and belonging. 
It brings families together and enables people to 
reconnect with friends. Tradition reinforces values such 
as freedom, faith, integrity, a good education, personal 
responsibility, a strong work ethic, and the value of 
being selfless. 

A tradition is a belief or behavior (folk custom) passed 
down within a group or society with symbolic meaning or 
special significance with origins in the past. 

Both of the above examples of tradition apply to  
Harley-Davidson motorcycles and the people who ride 
them. Harley-Davidson has a long history of producing  
a motorcycle that is often copied but never truly 
replicated. Many non-riders will see a motorcycle and 
define it as a Harley if it is a v-twin cruiser or non-Harley if 
it is a sport bike or naked standard. 

If we look back over 70 years to the original FLH we will 
see a motorcycle with an obvious family relation to the 
motorcycles in a Harley-Davidson showroom today. 
The Harley-Davidson big V-Twin heavyweight touring 
machine is the gold standard. 

(Editor’s note: “FLH” is the Harley-Davidson factory 
designation for the 1949-57 motorcycle model that featured 
the 74-cubic inch Panhead engine. FL is now the prefix.) 

Since the first v-twin was introduced, the Harley-Davidson 
motorcycle has a very unique and distinctive sound;  
it’s a sound that is clearly distinguishable from any  
other motorcycle. 

Harley-Davidson riders also have a long tradition of 
helping educate new riders and welcoming them into the 
Harley family. Harley-Davidson riders in general and 
H.O.G. members in particular, are often eager to share 
their reasons for riding this particular motorcycle; whether 
it is because of the many customization options, the 
history, or how it best fits their needs or just because of 
how good it feels to ride a Harley. H.O.G. members are 
also known for volunteering their time to help their 
dealership and their community. All are good traditions 
worth continuing.  
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I love to ride and rack 
up miles on my 
motorcycle. Sometimes 
I am trying to get 
somewhere, but most 
of the time, I am just 
enjoying the freedom 
of the open road and 
my H.O.G. family! 

H.O.G. has a great 
program called Ride365 
that celebrates this 
freedom and provides 
some incentives and 
rewards for those 

miles. Within the Ride365 program there are 
several programs that do more than just simply 
account for mileage. 

Speaking of accounting for miles, we do use 
the Ride365 program to keep track of mileage on a 
lifetime, yearly, and Chapter basis. When we turn 
in our mileage each quarter, those miles are then 
reported to H.O.G. nationally so that both you and 
your Chapter can be recognized for that mileage. 

There is a Ride365 
portal where you can log 
in and actually see what 
you have ridden both 
lifetime and annually. 
The lifetime mileage is 
where you get those 
H.O.G. mileage patches 
that you might see on 
some of our vests. You 
start out earning 1,000 
and 5,000 mile patches 
but the next thing you 
know you have a 
100,000 mile patch in 
hand! Right now, I’m at 109,502 lifetime miles and 
working on that 125K patch! 

There are also annual awards within Ride365. 
Each year, your first and last check-ins within the 
calendar year are used to determine your yearly 
mileage. H.O.G. then provides digital badges, 
certificates, patches, or challenge coins based on 
how much mileage you racked up during the year. 

Patches start at the 10,000 mile level and  
coins when you hit 25,000 miles in a year. These 
same miles are then used to determine Chapter 

challenges. Chapters within different H.O.G. 
regions are competing with each other for most 
total miles and most miles per member. We are 
always in contention for the most miles per 
member within our Chapter. Now that we 
understand the reporting rules, we should be  
much more likely to actually win that category 
going forward. 

Lastly, those same 
yearly miles can 
actually be used for 
the Harley-Davidson 
Visa Rewards card. If 
you have this or the 
H.O.G. Elite Visa 
Signature card, you 
can enroll in that 
rewards program and 
you get a reward point 
for each mile you ride! 
The Visa Reward card 
gets 1 point per mile while the H.O.G. Elite Visa 
card gets 2 points for each mile. 

For someone like me that rides 25,000 miles 
per year, that is 50,000 points or $500 in Harley 
Rewards for something I’m already going to do! 
And…if someone (like me) refers you to get the 
HD Visa card and you spend $500 in the first 60 
days you get a $150 Harley Reward card. And I 
get a little bonus as well. Just sayin…hit me up for 
a referral link. 

But wait, there’s more! There is a Dealership 
Check-In Challenge. Take a photo in front of a 
Harley-Davidson dealership showing the 
dealership name holding a copy of The Enthusiast, 
a H.O.G. Membership Guide, or the Ride Guide 
along with yourself and your motorcycle. 

If you submit 10-99 dealership pictures, you 
can earn a pin, patch, or bandana. If you submit 
100 or more dealership pictures, you can earn a 
$25 H.O.G. gift card! 

Ride365 – More Than Just a Mileage Check-In! 
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BIKE BITS with Rick Glass 

Is It Reliable? 

Many people believe that Harley-Davidson motorcycles 
are unreliable, but as many Harley-Davidson owners will 
tell you this is actually far from the truth. According to 
an article by Bloomberg a few years ago, of all the 
Harleys built since 1903, a majority of them are still on 
the road (the article did not specify if the motorcycles 
were in running order or daily riders). So where did this 
myth of unreliability myth come from? 
In the early days of motorcycling, the owner would 
typically maintain and repair their own motorcycle. As 
motorcycles got more complex, many of the owners no 
longer had the tools or skills to properly maintain their 
motorcycles. In the 1940s and 50s, more people started 
customizing their bikes. By the 1960s, people were 
modifying and maintaining their bikes, often poorly. 
The 1970s and 80s saw a real boom in Harleys being 
built by “backyard” builders of questionable skills.  
These motorcycles were typically built from scrapyards 
and swap meets. It is easy to see how this could 
contribute to people questioning the reliability of these 
bikes with a Harley badge on it. The AMF years did not 
help either. In the last 35+ years Harley-Davidson has 
moved from the brink of bankruptcy to a company  
that has modernized their design and manufacturing 
processes to become a leader in the market for  
larger motorcycles. 
Harley-Davidson motorcycles are very reliable, but they 
must be maintained properly. Proper maintenance 
involves more than just an oil and filter change. There is 
a long checklist that is part of a “routine maintenance” 
service. Failure to properly maintain the motorcycle will 
result in an unreliable bike. A properly-maintained 
Harley, like most vehicles, will provide many miles of 
trouble-free service.  

And at the end of the year, the top 3 
submitters get $500, $1,000, and $1,500 Harley 
gift cards. I do not figure I would win this one, but 
it is another patch you can earn. 

There are still two more programs to cover. 
There is a 10 Rides for ’21 Challenge where you 
snap a picture of yourself and the Ride Guide at 
different locations around the country. This year’s 
Rides include three places I intend to go already 
and a couple more I might just make a diversion 
to hit. The three that are already in my plans are 
Garden of the Gods in Colorado, Devil’s Tower in 
Wyoming, and The Alamo in San Antonio. When 
you turn in your photo, you receive a pretty cool 
custom poker chip to commemorate that ride. 

The last program I’ll discuss is the 50 Rides, 
One Nation Challenge. H.O.G. has published a 
book of 50 rides throughout the country. 
Because each ride is in a different state, it may 
take a bit longer to complete this challenge, so it 
is not confined to one calendar year. 

For each state, there is a ride that has been 
identified and mapped out within Ride Planner. 
There is a check-in location along each route 
where you can take a photo with the Ride Guide 
and submit the photo. I started submitting some of 
these last year and found myself receiving 
challenge coins in the mail each quarter as 
I completed these rides. 

The thing I like most about this challenge is 
that they have mapped out a pretty awesome 
location in each state to ride. I’ve collected 10 of 
these coins so far and looking forward to 
continuing! 

The rewards from H.O.G. are pretty cool, 
but the real reward is the ride itself. Get out there 
and get on the road and see this country from 
your Harley! 

STEVE “PHROGG” KOINM – DEPUTY BOSS 
ROAD CAPTAIN 
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John Benham 
6330 miles 

2021 – 1st Quarter Mileage Report 

Houston AREA #1 H.O.G. Chapter 
Jim Krueger Memorial Mileage Challenge 
Encouraging Chapter Members To Ride A Lot! 

Members reporting mileage for 1st quarter: 71 

Total miles ridden for this quarter: 131,382 

Total miles reported: 154,204 

These riders have earned bragging rights as the Highest Mileage Riders for the quarter! 

Matt “Tex” Gallien Jr. 
13333 miles 

6123 
4474 
4038 
3979 
3865 
3702 
3116 
3015 
2891 
2812 
2632 
2595 
2416 
2264 
2200 
2076 
2071 
2011 
1979 
1978 
1900 
1779 
1725 

Jo Protz 
Steve Koinm 
Jon Herrod 
Walt Barnett 
Mistie Koinm 
Jose Ramirez 
Susan Lingenfelter 
Rick Beckham 
Joe Martinez 
Mickey Litherland 
Thomas Moore 
Dusty Moore 
Jim Shinabarger 
Ulan Thacker 
Anthony Fuller 
Ted De vries 
Phillip Springer 
John Watson 
Barack Prindle 
Tina Watson 
Rick Glass 
Maynard Chance 
Wayne Miller 

Daniel Protz 
6845 miles 

1694 
1675 
1627 
1622 
1608 
1596 
1567 
1540 
1475 
1401 
1266 
1233 
1136 
1115 

973 
917 
699 
635 
543 
526 
526 
392 
351 
328 

Peter Pesola 
Daniel Catino 
Steve Roberts 
Alex Parra 
Ashe Barley 
Mike Slocum 
Steven Trapp 
Ruben Vasquez 
Manuel Pena 
Steve Angelo 
Rachel De vries 
Multiple quarters: 
Ken Baird 
Roy Garcia 
Passengers: 
LeeAnn Bottoms 
Anita Martinez 
Rachel de Vries 
Yolanda Stafford 
Donna Moody 
Kelly Sexton 
Libby Springer 
Jan Trapp 
 

229 
226 
191 
169 
155 
131 
127 

69 
58 
34 

1 
 

21999 
823 

 
4434 
2891 
2076 

917 
846 
635 
318 
127 

Gina Deer 
Tim Foxworthy 
David Calvert 
Richard Asher 
Richard Lackey 
Steve Scott 
Dirk Kretschman 
Richard Delgado 
Jill Benge 
Joanne Thacker 
Janice Miller 
Michael Peled 
Doug Huber 
Daniel Barrios 
Sam Goertz 
David Stafford 
Daniel Johnson 
Robert Sexton 
Nancy Kotinek 
Debra Fuller 
Dennis Fuller 
Teresa Alcantara 
Michael Sowers 
Ron Raborn 
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When my wife and I 
began this beautiful life 
of Harley-Davidson 
motorcycles and the 
Houston AREA #1 
H.O.G. Chapter, my 
wardrobe was rather 
bland. Since then, my 
wardrobe has more 
items than a small 
boutique. It includes 
designer t-shirts, 
button-down shirts, 
socks, jackets, gloves, 

hats, and even damned underwear. But I am not 
here to tell you about my designer boxers, even if 
they do look cool and fit like a glove. Here is what 
life is like living with a Harley-Davidson DIVA. 

The night before every ride, my wife begins 
laying out the outfit she’s going to wear for the 
next morning’s adventure. This usually takes  
about 20-30 minutes. 
Then, on the morning 
of said adventure, she 
and I begin our 
morning routine. 

MY ROUTINE: 

• Wake up, do 
personal stuff I’m 
sure you don’t want 
to hear about 

• Grab the first pair  
of pants I can get 
my hands on 

• Put on a shirt and hope I don’t match anybody 
else (Calvert) in the Chapter 

• Feed the dogs 

• Clean up the outside and hose off the poop 
from feeding the dogs 

• Do the dishes from the dog feeding 

• Pull the motorcycle out of garage 
• Eat a small breakfast 

• Get helmets ready and install the 
communication devices 

• Pull out jackets from closet and stack on 
kitchen island because God only knows which 
one Jan is going to decide on 

• Sit down and watch TV until her majesty is 
ready to go 

• Fall asleep from waiting 

• Wake up again and check on her majesty to 
find out status of her routine 

• Back to TV because she’s still doing her makeup 

• Fall back asleep 
• Go get gas in motorcycle because I’m tired of 

sleeping and watching TV 

• Come back from gas station to find out the 
makeup task is done and the never-ending task 
of picking out another outfit begins. The 
changing of outfits is because the first outfit 
picked out from last night doesn’t fit right or the 
colors are not correct 

• Fall back to sleep in chair 
• Wake up because she’s asking how she looks. 

Hmmmmm...of course I reply with the same 
response every red-blooded man does:  
“You look great.” 

• Watch her walk away and hear her mumbling 
as she goes back to the bedroom 

• Fall asleep again only to wake up when she’s 
ready to go 

• Look at her again and notice she changed 
clothes again 

• Tell her she looks great again 

• NOW is when the outer garment selection 
process begins 

• 30 minutes later, we are finally sitting on  
the motorcycle. 

I hear, “WAIT, I forgot my…” or, “…my ponytail 
doesn’t match my outfit.” 

HER ROUTINE: WHATEVER HER LITTLE 
HEART DESIRES. 

Throughout the whole morning ritual, I am 
merely at her beck and call and I wouldn’t change 
it for anything. I am not 
sure of many things in 
this great life. But one 
thing I am sure of – 
without her, riding 
would not be the same. 

Hopefully, many of 
you that have their 
significant other riding 
with you or on their 
own motorcycle can 
relate to this article.  

Special shout out to the Mancuso Crossroads 
MotorClothes Department for having just about 
anything a Harley-Davidson Diva could  
possibly desire. 

STEVE TRAPP – SAFETY OFFICER & 
ROAD CAPTAIN 

Living With a Harley-Davidson Diva 
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It’s hard to explain, 
but if you’re a guy, 
you already know. 
Some females get it, 
others just shake 
their heads and look 
on in disbelief. 

All men will stop what 
they are doing and 
watch a good 
campfire. No, we’re 
not necessarily fire 
bugs, but building, 
lighting, and tending 

a campfire runs neck and neck with how to cook 
meat on what (A FIRE!!!)? 

It’s probably a primal thing. You can be 
anywhere and if there is a fire or the thought of a 
fire, a guy is going to rearrange his schedule to 
attend and help. 

I have built many campfires and fire pits over 
the years. I have used gas, propane, oil, twigs, 
dryer lint, paper, magnesium, and wishes and 
prayers to start them. In a pinch I can start one 
with a stick, string, and pieces of bark. 

It’s almost a test of manhood to start a fire. 
God forbid, you build a fire stack and can’t get it 
going! You might as well hand in your man card 
and work on something easier like taking down a 
bear with a pocket knife. 

 And once you learn to start a fire, you must 
make each and every fire bigger, better, and more 
entertaining. Over the 
years, I have added 
many things to fires 
just to see what 
happens. Ladies, this is 
another sub-conscience 
thing men must do. 
Plywood burns hot, 
Cedar crackles and 
pops, pallets burn fast, 
logs are steady. 

I have thrown in 
paint cans, empty and full – they get different 
results. I have tossed in bullets, shotguns shells, 
beer cans, glass bottles, propane bottles, and 
butane cans. Pretty much anything you can think 
of has gone into a good roaring fire. 

Safety Alert: Batteries from cordless tools take 
about a ½-hour to burn and parts of them can fly 

through the air up to 30 feet. Their cells look like 
small meteors when they fly across your yard. 
I have shot empty spray cans 50 feet into the air. 
Again, this is a man thing. 

My cronies and I have had fires so hot you 
couldn’t stand to be within 25 feet of them without 
singeing the hair on your arms and face. I even 
saw a fire down in Galveston that got so hot it left 
a nearby aluminum bottle too hot to touch...could 
have been caused by the couch we tossed in a 
few minutes earlier. 

Why build a fire when its 100 degrees outside? 
Because you can! Just move farther away and 
enjoy. Build a fire in the rain? Sure, cover it with a 
tarp. Just make sure you don’t melt the tarp. Why 
build a fire during daylight? Why not?!? 

Men can’t create life (have children), but we 
can create fire. With all this, guys will build a fire at 
any chance and everyone else around will continue 
to enjoy them. 

STEVE PLUMLEY — CHAPTER MEMBER & 
FIRE STARTER 

If you are new to the 
Houston AREA #1 
H.O.G. Chapter or are 
thinking about joining 
and want to see what 
our Chapter is all 
about, we would love 
to invite you to one of 
our many socials and 
let you get to know  
us better! 
Thanks to our  
activities assistant 
Susan Lingenfelter, 

there is a variety of social nights already 
planned through the summer and many more in the 
works! They are open to members, guests, and 
anyone who is thinking about joining our Chapter. 

Socials are also the perfect time to hear about 
some of the upcoming overnight rides that have 
become Chapter favorites! These mini-vacations 
are a great way for members to become 
acquainted with each other as more than just a 
fellow rider. And there are always fun times and 
stories to share once we have returned. 

Continued on page 11 - “Please Join Us!” 
 

Man’s Love Affair With Fire – A Primal Thing 

Please Join Us! 
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Ever wonder who 
you’ve inspired to 
better themselves or 
to try something 
new? We are so 
blessed to have an 
amazing Ladies of 
Harley (L.O.H.) 
group within this 
Chapter. Our L.O.H. 
group is full of 
women who 
encourage and 
inspire each other. 

When Thomas and  
I both purchased Harley’s I went big. My first 
Harley-Davidson was a 2018 115-Anniversary 
Street Glide Special. 

Coming off of a 500-pound Ducati and still 
riding a 400-pound Ninja, the almost 900-pound 
Street Glide was very different! I could definitely 
feel the extra weight. My cheerleader for all the 
things in my life will tell you I rode that beast for 
7500 miles and had no problems but I never really 
felt comfortable on it. 

We eventually sold it and I now ride a Breakout 
which I HIGHLY recommend for those ladies 
looking for a mid-range Harley-Davidson. I did 
however miss the bigger motorcycle. This is where 
Jo Protz comes in. 

I have watched her from the first day we joined 
the Chapter on her Road Glide. I love watching 
her ride! She always looks so amazing and rides 
that motorcycle 
like a pro! I watch 
her figure things 
out in her head 
before making 
decisions like 
where to park and 
where to turn. 

When you’re 
smaller, trying  
to back up a 
900-pound 
motorcycle can  
be difficult.  
My husband 
purchased a Road Glide recently and mentioned it 
would be fun for us both to ride one, so I knew I 
had to give it a shot. I test rode his Road Glide in a 
church parking lot and immediately could tell it felt 
different compared to the Street Glide! 

 

I have a few head games to play because of 
my lack of confidence from the Street Glide but I’ll 
get there! Jo continued to tell me things I might 
like to change to make it more comfortable for me 
and that I could do it. Some ladies have a check 
list when purchasing a motorcycle...being able to 
touch, being able to clutch with our sometimes 
smaller, less manly hands, being able to lift the 
motorcycle off the jiffy stand, the list goes on. 

She as well as my husband made me feel 
comfortable and even excited about being on a 
bigger motorcycle again, and more confident! 

Kristen Richards – Service Manager at Mancuso 
Harley-Davidson Crossroads – then came up with 
a beautiful motorcycle build that we couldn’t  
pass up!! 

I’m now the proud owner of a Teal Road Glide 
Special and I’m having a blast on it! I might have 
never tried a bigger motorcycle again had it not 
been for watching Jo rock that beautiful Road 
Glide CVO she now rides. I enjoy watching Jo  
on her motorcycle still to this day. She and it  
are beautiful!  

DUSTY MOORE — MEMBERSHIP OFFICER & 
SOCIAL MEDIA DIRECTOR 

Continued from page 10 – “Please Join Us” 

For example: Did you know that a little molasses 
strategically placed under a motorcycle looks a lot 
like an oil leak? Just ask Scooter Dave for the 
story. Ask Debra Fuller about hotel cart races 
in Austin, or Mickey Litherland about how to 
celebrate a surprise birthday riding through the 
bluebonnets in the hill country! 

So why don’t you join the Chapter family and 
make some memories of your own with us? We 
would love to show you around! 

DONNA MOODY — ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR 

Who Are You Inspiring? 



 

12 Houston AREA #1 H.O.G. Newsletter – Spring 2021 Issue 

Have you ever seen 
several people trying 
to lift a motorcycle 
that was resting on 
its side? It doesn’t 
seem like a difficult 
task, but it can be 
since motorcycles 
are often quite heavy. 
In fact, the average 
weight of a Heritage 
Classic is 728 lbs. 
and the weight of a 
Road Glide Limited is 
approximately 932 lbs. 

While no one wants or expects their motorcycle 
to tip over, it can happen to even the most 
experienced riders, usually while stopped, during 
slow speed maneuvers or even when backing it 
into a parking space. Ironically, it happens very 
quickly. Once you’ve passed the tipping point,  
you don’t stand a chance of keeping it up. The 
good news is that other than the damage to your 
pride, there is usually very little injury to you or  
the motorcycle. 

I personally have dropped my motorcycle twice 
since I have been riding. The first time was back in 
2006 when I had a 2005 Road King Custom. Libby 
and I had ridden over to a Dodge dealership to 
look at trucks. She jumped off the back and then I 
dismounted too quickly to find out that I had failed 
to put the jiffy stand down. 

As the motorcycle was already leaning, it went 
quickly into the point of no return and I laid it over 
on its side. The second time happened last year. 
We were going on a Houston AREA #1 Chapter 
ride and had ridden over to the meet location. I 
had just fueled up my motorcycle and ridden over 
to where all the motorcycles were parked. As I 
was backing into the parking space, my left foot hit 
the newly painted line on the pavement and I 
quickly found out how slick that new paint was – 
my foot slid out from under me. The motorcycle 
just eased over on its side. It was as if the entire 
event went into slow motion, as I could feel it as 
soon as my foot slipped out from under me.  

I also recall several years ago, back in the 
summer of 2006, Richard Asher and I were riding 
out to meet some friends in Schulenburg to then 
ride on to Austin for the ROT Rally. Richard and I 
had just finished fueling up the motorcycles, and 
had pulled back onto the roadway and were 
entering the entrance ramp to Hwy-90. 

 

Richard was riding directly in front of me, and he 
was only doing about 15 miles per hour, and I 
suddenly saw the rear-end of his motorcycle 
fishtailing and slipping back and forth, and then 
moving up sideways. Before he knew it, the 
motorcycle was on its side. Richard had ridden 
over some oil in the roadway that mixed with the 
early morning dew on the road and it was like 
black ice. 

I quickly parked my motorcycle on the side of 
the entrance ramp, to run up to help Richard out. 
His leg was a little scrapped up, but as typical of 
most bikers, Richard was more concerned about 
any damage done to his motorcycle and new 
leather saddlebags. We then found ourselves 
having to lift his Road King Classic in the middle of 
the roadway 
before any other 
traffic came 
along. The point 
is, this can, and 
most likely will, 
happen in some 
way or another 
to all riders. It’s 
just a matter  
of time. 

There are so 
many scenarios 
where a motorcycle can find itself on its side, and 
it’s not always rider error. It’s a normal experience, 
so it’s essential that you know how to pick up a 
motorcycle. There are several things you can do  
in these situations, some being more important 
than others. 

Most people who drop a motorcycle are 
embarrassed and a little shaken and don’t pick up 
their motorcycle the proper way. While it may be 
important to pick up the motorcycle straight away 
to avoid being a danger to other traffic if it occurs 
on the roadway, you could injure your back and/or 
your motorcycle if you don’t do it properly. 

Here are some recommended steps you 
should take: 

• Shake yourself off and get up – unless you’ve 
managed to jump clear. Then you’re already up. 

• Turn off the engine using the ignition or  
kill switch. 

• Make sure there are no fluids leaking, 
especially gasoline. 

• If you’ve concluded that picking up your 

motorcycle isn’t something you can do on your 

own, it’s ok to get help. Look around, as 

Lifting a Motorcycle 
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onlookers are almost always more than happy 

to come help with the process. Make sure to 

warn people of the hot and sharp components 

on the motorcycle. 

• Make sure the motorcycle is in gear. The last 

thing you want is for it to start rolling as it  

gets upright. 

• If the motorcycle is on its right side, I suggest 

putting the jiffy stand down before lifting it, in 

case you over lift it and it starts to fall to the 

opposite side. 

• If it’s on the left side, you obviously won’t be 

able to put the jiffy stand down. Be careful to 

maintain control of the motorcycle as you lift it 

so it doesn’t lean to the opposite direction. 

• You should maintain control over the 

motorcycle without twisting your body. If it’s on 

its left side, try not to lift too much since you 

could flip it onto its other side. When you get it 

into an upright position, carefully put the jiffy 

stand down. 

• Turn the handlebars to full-lock. The front 

wheel should be pointing into the ground. This 

places one handgrip close to the gas tank – 

this is precisely where you want it. 

• Clear the ground so you have good footing, 

making sure you’re not standing in the middle 

of spilled fluids or in loose gravel while lifting 

the motorcycle. 

• Once you’re ready and your feet are firmly 

planted, back into position. 

• Use one hand to grab the handgrip that’s the 

closest to the motorcycle. You might want to 

use an underhand grip as it’s the best and 

most secure. 

• Use the other hand to grab a solid part of the 

motorcycle, such as the frame, luggage 

bracket, or subframe. 

Make sure to avoid any parts that could be hot 

or fragile. Don’t hold on to wires, turn signals, 

plastic parts, etc. 

• Use your legs to start rocking the motorcycle 

slightly as you begin walking backwards to  

get it back upright. Bending down to pick up 

the motorcycle puts you at risk of a severe 

back injury. 

• With your knees bent slightly, use your leg 

muscles to lift the motorcycle and take baby 

steps backwards. Make sure to lock your arms, 

so they don’t bend in the process. 

• Once you get the motorcycle upright and 

secure on the jiffy stand, make sure the 

motorcycle is stable and assess it carefully  

for damage. 

• It’s important to check yourself and your 

motorcycle before continuing to ride. Before 

you hop back onto the motorcycle and ride 

away, you should check for personal injury to 

yourself or damage to the motorcycle. 

• Check if anything is broken or may make riding 

unsafe. Once you make sure the motorcycle is 

safe to ride again, carefully start the engine. It 

might be tricky to start until the fuel starts 

flowing again. 

• After taking a few deep breaths, get back on 

your motorcycle and find the confidence to 

continue your ride. Learn from what happened 

and it may help you avoid a repeat situation. 

Be prepared. Practice your skills in a parking 

lot, free from distraction. If you drop your 

motorcycle in traffic, you’ll be able to react 

quickly, minimize the embarrassment, and be 

on your way before too many people notice. 

You can actually practice this by laying a moving 

blanket down on the ground and have friends 

assist you to carefully rest the motorcycle on its 

side. You can then follow these procedures to lift 

your motorcycle. Try it several times by yourself 

and with a friend. 

PHILLIP SPRINGER – ROAD CAPTAIN 
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Maintain More Than Your Motorcycle 

We read and hear  
a lot about proper 
motorcycle maintenance 
and how important it is 
to our safety. But how 
seriously do we 
consider the 
maintenance of our 
most important asset, 
our own health? 

From late February 
through mid April, 
I went through a 
serious health scare 
that tested my 

emotional and physical health. What seemingly 
started as a muscle cramp after a restless Sunday 
afternoon nap ended up putting me in the hospital 
for a week, took me off my motorcycle for 49 days, 
and will seriously affect me financially for the rest 
of the year. 

The team of doctors who treated me through 
this ordeal haven’t given me a solid reason for this 
illness other than it being “just one of those things.” 
I had been ignoring a bump on my left shoulder  
for around a year, and it gradually turned into a  
full-blown abscess which led to Staphylococcus 
aureus, more commonly known as a staph 
infection. This in turn led to osteomyelitis: bone 
infections in my left shoulder and the left side of 
my chest. 

The simple fix would have been to go see a 
doctor when the bump first came up. A steroid 
injection or a simple round of strong antibiotics 
probably would have cleared everything up. 
I wouldn’t have had to spend a week on my back, 
missing my H.O.G. 
family and watching all 
those stupid Peloton 
commercials on TV. 

But no! I had to take 
the forced vacation in 
the hospital, with the 
six-foot IV line leash 
taking around-the-clock 
morphine and antibiotics. 
As if that wasn’t enough, 
after I was released 
from the hospital I had 
to deal with a PIC line 
for infusion antibiotics 
for six weeks, two to three doctor’s appointments a 
week all over the Houston area, and Donna had to 
clean/change my PIC line every night. 

Right now, before I forget, I want to say a 
special, heartfelt thank you to Steve and Jan Trapp 
for coming to see me in the hospital. Jan was in 
the same hospital getting a hip replacement and 
hopped by with Steve to say “hello/goodbye” when 
she checked out. That really lifted my spirits. 

So here’s my plea to all of you: treat yourselves 
as good as you do your Harleys. We all have our 
motorcycles in service at the least little hiccup. Go 
see the doctor if something isn’t quite right with 
your body, or you’ve got a weird bump on your 
shoulder. Most of us ain’t spring chickens anymore 
(and it really shows on some of us!). 

Do whatever you have to do to relieve stress. 
As with many of you, 2020 was a nightmare for 
me. My father, who had Parkinson’s since 2015, 
passed away in September. My sweet fianceé 
Donna underwent cancer surgery, also in 
September. 2021 got off to crappy start with the 
February freeze, and you guessed it, my house 
was ruined. I guess my body had all the stress it 
could take and the staph infection forced me to 
give my body the rest it needed. 

Get that rest...go on more motorcycle rides, 
hang out with your Chapter family, volunteer at 
some of the events at Mancuso Harley-Davidson. 
Our H.O.G. Chapter provides plenty of chances for 
us to get away from our constant grinds. 

The time and money you spend will pale in 
comparison to what the doctors and hospitals will 
take if you have a breakdown. 

I was finally able to get back on my Road Glide 
Limited on the weekend of April 18/19 for an  
RC/RCC training ride and the “On The Lake With 
Pepe And Los 
Gatos Ride.” I 
cannot tell you how 
great it was to be 
back riding and 
hanging with 
everyone in this 
great Chapter 
family. It was as if a 
large black cloud 
was lifted from over 
my head. I truly missed all of you. 

Get out there and ride! The alternative isn’t  
very pretty. 

DAVID CALVERT — EDITOR & DEPUTY BOSS 
ROAD CAPTAIN 
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We are ecstatic to continue to see a lot of new people visit and join our happy band of campers in the 1st quarter 
of 2021. If you see any of the faces above, they may not be brand new to the Chapter, but introduce yourself and 
say hello if you haven’t had the opportunity. We were all new to this Chapter at one time or another and remember 
what it felt like to be the new kid. 

New Faces Around Houston AREA #1 H.O.G. 

Nelson Bonilla Daniel Catina 

Shun’ta Long Dickson Mann and Samantha Partain 

Ed and Judy Padar 

Lynette and 
Mike Tyson 

Monte Wainwright Isabel Saldivar 
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General Manager 
Tim Mabry 

tmabry@mancuso-hd.com 

 

General Sales Manager 
Gary Blanchard 

gblanchard@mancuso-hd.com 

 

Service Manager 
Daniel Maldonado 

dmaldonado@mancuso-hd.com 

 

Parts Manager 
Brian Ramsey 

bramsey@mancuso-hd.com 

 

MotorClothes Manager 
Mary Morales 

marymorales@mancuso-hd.com 

Customer Service/ 
Rider Education Coordinator 

Rebecca Miller 
rmiller@mancuso-hd.com 

 

Events Coordinator 
Jay Lalanne 

jlalanne@mancuso-hd.com 

 

Sales 

Dedra Sonier 
dsonier@mancuso-hd.com 

Miguel “Rico” Lozado 
mlozado@mancuso-hd.com 

Alicia Fewtrell 
afewtrell@mancuso-hd.com 

General Manager 
Dickson Mann 

dmann@mancuso-hd.com 

 

 General Sales Manager 
Eddie Rivera 

erivera@mancuso-hd.com 

 

F&I Manager 
James Thomas 

jthomas@mancuso-hd.com 

 

Service Manager 
Kristen Richards 

krichards@mancuso-hd.com 

 

Parts Manager 
Sadott Corona 

scorona@mancuso-hd.com 

MotorClothes Manager 
Ashley Balder 

abalder@mancuso-hd.com 

 

Events Coordinator 
Jay Lalanne 

jlalanne@mancuso-hd.com 

 

Sales 

Derek “D-Walt” Walton 
dwalton@mancuso-hd.com 

Russell “Cowboy” Maples 
rmaples@mancuso-hd.com 

Ivan Garza 
igarza@mancuso-hd.com 

Michael Catter 
mcatter@mancuso-hd.com 

Mike Salsa 
msalsa@mancuso-hd.com 

Eric White 
ewhite@mancuso-hd.com 

 CENTRAL 

535 North Loop (610) 

Houston, TX 77018  

Phone 713.880.5666  

 CROSSROADS 

12710 Crossroads Park Drive 

Houston, TX 77065 

Phone 281.970.9700 

MANCUSO HARLEY-DAVIDSON® 
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