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Where Have YOU Been Lately?  
Please join us, we would love to show you around!
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Cover photo: Compliments of Lynette Tyson who shot this photo  
while waiting for KSU for the Hemi Hideout ride.

The Houston AREA #1 H.O.G. newsletter is published 
quarterly for its members. We encourage all members 
to send articles and photos to be published. 
Please email your article and high resolution jpg photos 
to editorhoustonarea1@gmail.com by the newsletter 
deadline for the upcoming issue.
The newsletter deadline for:
Fall 2022 issue is October 8;
Winter 2022 issue is January 7, 2023,
Spring 2023 issue is April 2,

DIRECTOR’S NOTE
Hello Chapter Members,

Believe it or not, half of the 
year is already gone. However, 
we still have a lot of fun rides 
and events ahead of us. Your 
officers and Road Captains just 
recently completed the planning 
meeting for the remainder of 
2022. If you haven’t checked out 
the Chapter’s website calendar 
lately, please take a look. 

Some of the highlighted events you can look forward to are 
the Ride for Kids fundraiser ride, a three-day ride to Corpus 
Christi, a week-long ride to Tennessee, Mancuso’s Annual Breast 
Cancer Ride, the 10th Annual Skooter’s Ride, a Halloween 
party, the Lone Star Rally Ride and Renfest Ride, a three-day 
Thanksgiving weekend ride (this year we are going east instead of 
west), the Chapter’s Christmas party (at a new location this year), 
Mancuso’s Annual Toy Run, and the Annual Wreaths Across 
America Ride. These are just some of the many Chapter events 
planned for the remainder of the year, and that doesn’t include our 
socials and all of the cool Mancuso Dealership events. Therefore, 
mark your calendar and join us as the cooler the temperatures, the 
better the rides. 

Also, now that we are more than halfway through the year, 
don’t forget the 10% discount that Mancuso is graciously offering 
to each member. In order to receive a 10% discount throughout 
2023, a member must earn just 26 points by December 31, 2022. 
Chapter meetings earn you 1 point, Chapter/LOH rides earn you 
2 points, and volunteering at Mancuso events earns you 3 points. 
If you just make all 12 Chapter Meetings and join us on seven 
Chapter/LOH rides (basically one ride every two months), you will 
earn the discount for 2023. If you haven’t been keeping track of 
your points this year, reach out to me at rasher@comcast.net and I 
will be glad to let you know how many points you have to date.

Looking forward to the next six months of fun, ride safe, and 
have fun.

Richard Asher –   
Director and Road Captain
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VOLUNTEER ROUND-UP
The second quarter 

was another busy quarter 
for our the Houston 
AREA #1 H.O.G. 
Chapter. We started the 
quarter with Demo Days 
at Mancuso Harley-
Davidson Central on 
Friday and Saturday 
(April 1 and 2). It was 
the largest Demo Day 
event they have had 
so far. Thanks to the 
volunteers who helped 

make it happen. Special thanks go out to Richard Asher, David 
Calvert, Mickey Litherland, Dewayne Milligan, and Mike 
Tyson who worked over 6 hours each on Friday, leading rides 
and registering people for the rides. Richard worked two 6-hour 
days. Mickey and David also worked both days.

In addition to cooking pancakes at Mancuso Harley-
Davidson Crossroads, we helped with the Car Show on April 9. 
Thanks to all who helped with parking, registration, and of 
course the bounce house. The month of May was a little less 
hectic with only pancakes at Crossroads and burgers at Central.

June started out with pancakes at Crossroads. On Saturday, 
June 11 we helped with another Car Show at Crossroads. In 
spite of the high temperatures we had a pretty good group 
of contestants and visitors for the show. Thank you to the 
volunteers who braved the heat to work the Car Show. We 
finished the month off with burgers at Central.

When we show up to volunteer at various events for 
Mancuso, we often overlook the work that goes into getting 

everything ready for us to accomplish the task at hand. When 
we work a Car Show or Demo Days, the dealership has the 
things we need set up for us: tables, canopies, check in sheets, 
etc. For the pancakes the grill is out, the pancake mix, cooking 
utensils, syrup, butter, plates, forks, and napkins are ready to go. 
When we do burgers they have a canopy set up with the grill, 
burger patties, plates, condiments, and napkins. We just have 
to cook. When we are finished the dealership takes care of the 
heavy-duty cleanup and putting everything away for us. When 
you volunteer for one of these events take a moment to thank 
the staff for all of their help getting it all set up and the  
cleanup afterwards.

Thank you to all of the volunteers who continue to support 
our Chapter and Mancuso. It is this partnership that makes 
these events successful.

Rick Glass – Volunteer Coordinator

A Few I Things I Learned 
From Riding a Motorcycle

I have learned many interesting things since I started riding 
again about 15 years ago. Most things are very positive, some a 
bit odd, but all are fun to look back on.

One of the more obvious things we notice is the people we 
meet. To borrow from an old Honda commercial from the late 
60’s to early 70’s: you meet the nicest people on motorcycles. The 
people we meet are generally friendly and always ready to help if 
you need them.

A ride through the country is to be enjoyed and not rushed. 
You realize that the journey is more than the destination. You 
feel more connected to your environment than you do in an 
automobile. Country roads with a lot of curves and hills become 
a joy which is a feeling you don’t always have in a car. It is no 
longer inconvenient. One of the more notable discoveries is that 
a ride through the country often smells different than it does in 
a car. The smell of fresh cut fields, the unique smell of a forest, a 
river, or a Barbecue restaurant in the distance . The down side is 
that you can also smell that dead skunk from over a mile away.

Carry a GPS tracker. When you notice a country road you 
have not tried, take it. This may be an excellent ride. When 
you find your way back to a familiar road to get you to your 
destination, you can look back at your tracker and save the road 
for another day of riding or even plan a ride based on that road.

Enjoy the ride,  
Rick Glass
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Bat vs. Shark, What Ya Got?!?
One of the most 

popular debates in the 
Harley-Davidson (H-D) 
community revolves 
around the two flagship 
Touring models: the 
Road Glide and the Street 
Glide. These two bike 
models differ only in their 
fairing: the Road Glide 
features the “shark-nose,” 
and the Street Glide 
features the “bat wing.” 

Riders of each model are vehement and passionate in their 
defense of their preferred touring motorcycle. 

The bat wing fairing first appeared  
on the 1972 FLH Electra Glide.  
This fairing is very popular  
and has been used on many  
H-D models over the years,  
including the Electra  
Glide (offered from  
1972 to the present),  
FLHX Street Glide  
(2006 to present),  
Tri Glide (2008 to present), 
and Ultra (1984 to 1998).

Bikes equipped with a 
bat wing fairing are slightly 
lighter than similarly 
equipped Road Glide 
models. This helps with 

slightly better acceleration, due to better power-to-weight ratio. 
The bat wing fairing is fork-mounted, which means the rider 
is maneuvering the fairing, fork, and front tire when handling 
the bike. This can increase rider fatigue. It is estimated that, at 
highway speeds, a weight of around 60 pounds is exerted on 
the fairing. The bat wing fairing transfers this weight to the 
handlebars since it is mounted on the fork. 

The shark-nose fairing was introduced on the 1998 FLTR 
Road Glide. This fairing got its design cues from the FLT Tour 
Glide fairing (offered from 1979 to 1996) and has been refined 
a great deal over its lifetime (1998 to present). 

The shark-nose fairing is frame-mounted and features twin 
headlights. There is actually more room between the handlebars 
and the seat, which makes it more popular with taller riders. 
The shark nose channels air resistance to the frame, reducing 
rider fatigue, which is important when it comes to touring. 

These are just 
some of the factual 
reasons why H-D 
riders differ in their 
opinions of these two 
Touring bikes. Many of 
the other reasons involve 
aesthetics, including  
the overall appearance  
of the bike, the amount of 

perceived space between 
the fairing and the rider, 
how the bike handles, etc. 

I’m a “shark rider,” and in my opinion the Road Glide is 
the best-looking Touring bike on the road. However, during 
Texas’ love bug season, the Shark has one definite advantage 
that is hard to argue with: its smaller, wrap-around fairing 
has much less area from which deceased love bugs need to be 
cleaned! Mike Tyson and I found this out when pre-riding the 
DQ ride back in May. 

So, whatever your preference, get out there and put a lot of 
miles on your bike…and watch out for the love bugs!! 

David Calvert – Deputy Boss Road Captain
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BIKE BITS
Hot Weather Riding Safety Tips

Riding in hot weather offers different challenges than  
does riding in other seasons.

Dehydration and heat stroke are major concerns we 
must watch out for. As we get dehydrated our focus and 
concentration  is compromised which can be a very dangerous 
thing on a motorcycle.

How do we guard against dehydration? The most obvious 
is to drink plenty of water, but there are other things that we 
can do in addition to hydration. Coffee and alcohol cause 
dehydration so we should take counter measures. For each 8 
ounces of coffee or alcohol you consume you should drink at 
least 16 ounces of water.

Another contributor to dehydration is rapid evaporation 
of perspiration from the skin. While tee shirts and tank tops 
look like cool comfortable summer wear, they are actually a bad 
choice for a motorcycle. A cooling vest or a hot weather thermal 
base layer under a light colored mesh jacket will help slow the 
evaporation from the skin and keep the rider more comfortable 
and help reduce the chance of dehydration. When riding in hot 
weather remember to take extra water breaks, and protect your 
skin from wind and sun. You will also want to protect your eyes 
from sun damage.

This is far from a complete list, but it is a good start. 

Ride safe.
Rick Glass – Volunteer Coordinator

Did You Know?… 
About H.O.G. Membership  

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE
Standard Package

Having Roadside Assistance coverage provides peace of 
mind for any unexpected event on your next ride. H.O.G.® 
Roadside Assistance coverage is an affordable way to ensure you 
can quickly and safely get back on your bike.

H.O.H. Membership Roadside Assistance coverage includes:
• Emergency service to your motorcycle due to battery 

failure, mechanical, or electrical breakdown
• Immediate need of fuel, oil, fluid, or water
• We’ll tow your vehicle to the nearest authorized 

Harley‐Davidson dealer up to the Total Maximum
• Annual Benefit Limit

This standard Roadside Assistance package is included in a 
“Full” and “Full Life” H.O.G. membership.

The standard package covers one registered VIN for one use 
per year up to $100.

Premium Packages
Upgrade your plan and expand your coverage.
Deluxe Package: ($19.95 annually) Covers up to two H‐D® 

motorcycles, unlimited services, towing*/roadside costs covered 
in full.

Ultra Package: ($29.95 annually) Same general coverage as 
Deluxe Package, plus emergency travel reimbursement**.

Ultra Plus Package: ($49.95 annually) Same general 
coverage as Ultra Package, plus coverage of up to three vehicles, 
including cars and light trucks.

With all package upgrades, the VIN must be registered. If  
you acquire a new vehicle mid‐term, be sure to update your policy.

*Towing is covered to the nearest qualified and authorized  
Harley-Davidson Repair Facility as designated by Harley-Davidson.

** List states where ETE benefit is not available such as NY.

Source: https://harley-davidson.roadamericamotorclub.com
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DANDRIDGE, TENNESSEE RIDE
Eastern Tennessee is known for its many great rides. Most 

people are familiar with the “Tail of the Dragon” and the 
“Cherohala Skyway.” Both are great rides but having family in 
the city of Dandridge and an uncle that also rides a Harley, I 
have been fortunate to find another great ride.

We start out early in Dandridge with a great breakfast at 
the local diner. We then head out on the first leg which takes us 
through Newport and on to Hot Springs, NC. After a quick bio 
break, the next leg takes us down Hwy 209 through a series of 
very curvy roads for about an hour to another bio break at the 
Pilot fuel station near I-40.

The next leg puts us on a segment of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway through Maggie Valley and Cherokee, NC. Maggie 
Valley is famous for the Wheels Through Time Motorcycle 
Museum, which is well worth the visit when you want to kill at 
least half a day.

Once we ride into 
Cherokee, we head back 
north on Hwy 441. This 
takes us through the Great 
Smokey Mountains National 
Park into the south side of 
Gatlinburg, through Pidgeon 
Forge and into Sevierville 
where we turn onto Hwy 66.

On the north side of 
Sevierville, we turn onto 
Hwy 338 and eventually onto 
Hwy 139, which takes us back into Dandridge after 8-9 hours 
of riding. Overall, it is a long day of riding, but this route gives 
you beautiful scenic roads with lots of great pavement to ride.

Mike Tyson – Webmaster

Meet  
Tim Fritch

Hi, I am Tim Fritch. I started 
out riding dirt bikes. I currently 
ride a 2003 Road Glide 100th 
Anniversary. I also ride a Benelli 
TNT135. You'll often see my son, 
Justin, riding with me. 



HOUSTON AREA #1 H.O.G. CHAPTER  
2022 MILEAGE CHALLENGE

Encouraging Chapter Members To Ride A Lot!
SECOND QUARTER MILEAGE REPORT

These riders have earned bragging rights as the highest mileage Riders for the Quarter!

Daniel Protz 8991
Jeremy Cale 8415
Steve Koinm 6688
Mistie Koinm 6057
Ken Baird 5674
Cindy Cale 5335
Uhtred Russell 4416
Chris Nightingale 4368
Walt Barnett 4291
David Calvert 4057
Travis Bruce 3972
Manual Peña 3694
John Benham 3447
Miah O’Malley 3345
Joanne Thacker 3229
Jim McKinney 3173
Dale Eckart 2803
Teresa Alcantara 2792
Jay Murphy 2691
Sam Goertz 2312

Joe Tessitore 2268
Mike Tyson 2239
John Watson 2181
Doug Huber 2161
Rick Glass 2107
Michael Peled 2048
Mickey Litherland 1990
Maynard Chance 1966
Tina Watson 1618
A Carolina Peña 1601
José Ramirez 1585
Richard Lackey 1529
Phillip Springer 1336
Steven Trapp 1188
Kathleen Plumley 1168
Bob Cargo 1162
Kurt Demenge 1130
Wayne Miller 1052
Dirk Kretschman 1047
Janice Miller 1025

Michael Sowers 957
Tim Foxworthy 923
Steve Scott 862
Jennifer Bruce 899
Richard Delgado 836
Dennis Fuller 618
Steve Bosser 582
Rachael de Vries 494
Daniel Johnson 481
Susan Lingenfelter 439
Mike O’Reagan 438
David Stafford 401
Lynette Tyson 355
Tim Fritch 275
Alex Parra 270
Richard Hartnell 266
Ed Padar 261
Mark Perry 225
Mike Slocum 166
Steve Plumley 84

MULTIPLE QUARTER
COMBINED MILES:
Jon Herrod 9173
DeWayne Milligan 8847
Jill Benge 4869
Richard Asher 4514 
Anthony Collier 1565
Gina Deer 1543
Ted de Vries 1238
Mifflin Dove Jr 511

PASSENGER:
LeeAnn Bottoms 3763 
Shelise Hampton 3173
Jennifer Bruce 2998
Donna Moody 1573
Kimberly Collier 1565
Melinda Stavinoha 1252 
Rachael de Vries 1238
Libby Springer 669
Yolanda Stafford 401
Luz Nunez 300
Lynette Tyson 150
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Members reporting mileage this quarter .............82
Total miles ridden for this quarter ............... 187,218

Total miles reported ..................................... 219,478
Total miles reported year-to-date ................ 413,295

KARL KINCHEON 
16140 miles

JO PROTZ
9263 miles

MATT “TEX” GALLIEN JR.
12750 miles
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10th Annual 

SKOOTER’S RIDE
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1  

11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Mancuo Harley-Davidson Crossroads

In January 2013, after 
15 years together, my buddy 
Skooter crossed over the 
Rainbow Bridge. We rode 
many miles and I had many 
memorable trips on the bike 
with him. Many of you may 
have ridden with us and 
shared some of those same 
memories.

Every year on Skooter's 
birthday, we would always 
ride somewhere special. Those 

rides turned into a ride with our biker family to get steak and 
ice cream. This year, again on Skooter's birthday, I would like 
to memorialize his life with Skooter’s Ride. I would also like to 
celebrate all of our animals – all breeds, shapes and sizes, with 
us or not, that have touched the lives of each of us in some way.

Each year everyone has a great time and we have raised 
a little over $34,000 for local animal shelters. This year we 
are again going to be holding our benefit at Mancuso Harley-
Davidson Crossroads. Our main event for the riders and cagers 
will be a photographic scavenger hunt.

If you would like to participate in the photographic 
scavenger hunt, registration will be a $20 donation, with 
additional entries of a $10 donation for each passenger. Build 
a team, load up with some friends 
and have fun! There will be extra 
points awarded for style and 
costumes! We will be holding a 
win/win drawing and will have 
items for a silent auction.

All donations and proceeds 
from the benefit will be presented to 
Abandoned Animal Rescue (AAR). 
Skooter’s brother, Sparky – Chief 
of Security, Defender of the Back Forty and Destroyer of Sticks 
and Sister Ellie – Chief of Wildlife, Bug Patrol, and Tunnel to 
China Engineer were adopted from AAR. You don’t have to ride 
a motorcycle to participate in the photographic scavenger hunt. 
You can make the trip in the vehicle of your choice. If you are 
donating by check, please make the check out to “Abandoned 
Animal Rescue.”

EVENT 
SCHEDULE
Photographic 
Scavenger Hunt:  
First vehicle out at 11 a.m. 
Last vehicle out 12 p.m.
Photo Submission  
Deadline: 3 p.m.

Silent Auction:  
Ends at 3:45 p.m.
Win-Win and 
Photographic 
Scavenger Hunt  
Winners Announced: 4 p.m.
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NEW FACES AROUND HOUSTON AREA #1 H.O.G.
If you see any of these folks on a ride, at a meeting, or any other gathering, say “Howdy” and introduce yourself.  

You never know when or where a new friendship may be waiting to happen.

Welcome to the family!

JOHN “DUKE” DURHAM PAULA INMANJERRY “JAY” & JESSICA MURPHY

MELINDA STAVINOHACATHY HOLMES LUZ NUNEZ

MIAH O’MALLEY
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OUR FIRST LONG-DISTANCE MOTORCYCLE TRIP  
houston to milwaukee | June 3 – June 11, 2022

Since we only had a 
week, we kept to the main 
highways and interstates 
(see map).

Day 1 (June 3): We 
left home early and headed 
to Little Rock, AR. We 
rode through Nacogdoches 
and Texarkana. The 
weather was beautiful, blue 
skies, and comfortable 
temperatures. We stayed at 
The Capital Hotel near the 
Arkansas River Trail.  
Total miles = ~402 miles

Day 2 (June 4): We left Little Rock early and continued 
to head north. Again, the weather was beautiful. We stopped 
at Harley-Davidson of Jonesboro (AR) and Gold Star Harley-
Davidson (Festus, MO) along the way. We made it to our home 
town (Lincoln, IL) in time to have pizza with family and to 
celebrate our son’s 15th birthday. Total miles = ~473 miles

Day 3 (June 5): Route 66 runs through our hometown 
and we took a ride up to Atlanta, IL to see Paul Bunyan’s 
statue. Total miles = ~20 miles

Day 4 (June 6): Cindy’s sister and Jeremy’s brother joined 
us on the trip to Milwaukee. (Fun Fact: Jeremy’s brother, Chad, 
is married to Cindy’s sister, Lisa.) We dodged rain all day. As 
we rode into Milwaukee, the temperature dropped at least 10 
degrees. We weren’t prepared for it to be so cold in June! It felt 
like winter in Houston. While in Milwaukee we stayed at the 
Potawatomi Hotel and Casino. Total miles = ~243 miles

Day 5 (June 7): We spent the entire day at the Harley-
Davidson Museum. It was amazing! There was so much to see. 
Unfortunately, the gift shop was closed for renovations.  

We weren’t able to get any poker chips, but we did get some pressed 
pennies and a nice pin. We also visited the House of Harley-
Davidson and Milwaukee Harley-Davidson. We ended our day at 
the Twisted Fisherman Crab Shack. Total miles = ~60 miles

Day 6 (June 8): It was cold and pouring down rain, and 
we had a miserable ride until we hit the Wisconsin-Illinois 
border. We ate lunch at the Machine Shed in Rockford, IL. We 
lived in Rockford between 2000 – 2008. It’s where we bought 
our first house, got married, and had our son. We visited Kegel 
Harley-Davidson while in town before continuing our journey 
south. We also made a stop at Starved Rock Harley-Davidson in 
Ottawa, IL. We made it back to Lincoln, IL by sundown.  
Total miles = ~277 miles

Day 7 (June 9): We spent the day with family.

Day 8 (June 10): We headed south and visited Toad Suck 
Harley-Davidson (Conway, AR) before heading back to  
the Capital 
Hotel in Little 
Rock. We loved 
our stay in Little 
Rock, so we 
decided to stay 
there again on 
our way home.  
Total miles = 
~504 miles

Day 9 (June 11): We headed south into the heat. We  
visited Rock City Harley-Davison (Little Rock, AR), Texarkana 
Harley-Davidson, and Lumberjack Harley-Davidson 
(Nacogdoches) before making it home. Total miles = ~405 miles

We had a great first long-distance road trip. We put about 
2,500 miles on our bikes and thankfully had no issues along  
the way. We are looking forward to our trip to the Florida Keys 
in December. 

Cindy & Jeremy Cale – Chapter Members
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MY “TRIP OF A LIFETIME!”
Visiting 48 States in 33 

days. I call it my trip of a 
lifetime. I planned this trip 
for over a year. I watched 
videos and followed blogs 
and Facebook posts of 
people who had done it 
before me. I really didn’t 
know what to expect but 
prayed each day as the trip 
grew closer, that God would 
just allow me to enjoy 
myself and meet new people 
and experience new things. 

God didn’t disappoint!! From the very first day until the last 
this trip was epic. Along the way I saw sights that not many 
people will ever say they saw. I battled the elements. I battled my 
own will. Most of all I met some amazing human beings that 
made me realize I was right all along. There are still good people 
in the world, contrary to what the news and social media may 
want you to think. 

Day one took me to Carlsbad NM. I left Houston at  
about 4 a.m. and stopped for a short but filling breakfast in  
San Antonio. I also grabbed pictures of my first site in Texas,  
The Alamo. Once I passed the outskirts of San Antonio it was 
the furthest west I had ever been in a motor vehicle. I did my 
best not to think about how far I had to go and just began to eat 
up miles in small chunks. At some point along I-10 West there 
was really just me and the road. There were still cars going up 
and down the interstate but they were not as frequent as they 
had been near the big cities. 

After I got off I-10 and headed north to Carlsbad NM 
things got very desolate. The road I was on was two-lane because 
of construction. Fuel stops were very few and far between and 
there was very limited radio reception. Thankfully I had music 
loaded on a USB drive or I’d be listening to myself hum. I 
arrived at the KOA about 7:45 p.m. and immediately got my 
camp site and pitched my tent. Hungry but tired I grabbed 
Wendy’s that night and crashed soon after eating. I woke the 
next day to a beautiful crisp morning as the sun peeked from 
beneath the horizon. I was off to Durango, CO.

The Million Dollar Highway lived up to its billing. It was 
beautiful and scenic. The lovely people of Silverton welcomed 
me with open arms. I grabbed breakfast and headed off to my 
next stop. I crossed the Colorado/Utah state line and was met 
with beauty and beast. The mountains were lovely and left me in 
awe but a strong windstorm that would last for several hundred 
miles made it very hard to keep my bike upright. After two 
warnings by locals and the inability to see more than 30 feet in 
front of me I stopped the ride and grabbed shelter in Green 
River, UT. I woke the next morning and had to re-think my 

next destination. Wyoming was still several hours away and if I 
decided to go that route I would not make it to Flagstaff, AZ on 
time and I did not want to get off track on my days. 

I instead decided to visit Moab, UT and ride the Scenic 
Roadway for about 30 miles. That was some of the most 
beautiful scenery in the world! I left Utah about 3 p.m. and 
headed for Flagstaff. I mistook what time zone I was in and that 
delayed my arrival into Flagstaff until about 8:30 p.m. I missed 
my Bunk a Biker reservation. The manager had reached out but 
I missed her call. I instead grabbed a cheap hotel room which 
was a nightmare to sleep at. It was cold that night and there was 
no heat in this Ma and Pa shop and they were gone until 8 a.m. 
the next morning! So I grabbed my sleeping bag and bundled 
under the covers.

The ride from Flagstaff to Moreno Valley, CA took me 
through the Hoover Dam and Las Vegas. The Hoover Dam  
was a first for me and I was mesmerized by its size and the 
engineering. I stopped in Vegas and met with an old Marine 
buddy that owns the Leatherneck Club just off the strip. He  
and I talked for a good while and then parted ways. The ride 
through California was tiring for some reason. I don’t know if it 
was because everyone seemed to be going 80 mph or that I kept 
looking at how far I had to go, but it made for a long evening  
of riding. 

I arrived at my buddy James’ house and he prepared me a 
beautiful steak and potato. After dinner, he made sure I was 
comfortable in my room and we both crashed. The next day, 
Baby (my bike) was set to get new tires installed. James took me 
to the shop where he trusted the guy to do good work and we 
dropped her off while we went and grabbed breakfast. From 
Moreno Valley, I went up the road to Sacramento and stayed 
with my old Marine buddy Ricardo. This guy took me all over 
historic Sacramento and showed me a good time. On the way to 
his house, I ran across a guy that had been following my ride 
and he gave me a quick coast ride to the Bay Area.

The next leg of the journey took me north through  
Bend, OR on to Kennewick, WA. Another old Marine buddy 
Cory rode down and met me so that I would not have to make 
that ride alone. The weather was a bit nippier in Washington 
than I had been used to on the ride. I pulled out of Kennewick 
headed for Montana. I put on my bib overall suit and heated 
gloves. The temps dropped to the mid 30’s and at 75 mph that 
was cold. I tore one of the gloves somewhere while riding down  
the rollercoaster ride from Washington down through Idaho 
into Montana. I grabbed a hotel in Butte that night and found 
an REI down the road about 84 miles and grabbed some  
new gloves. 

From Montana I rode into both of the Dakotas, where I 
stayed the night in Rapid City. I can’t say I went to Sturgis but  
I did “visit” Sturgis and got a picture in front of the Harley-
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Davidson dealership. The ride across South Dakota was long  
and tiring but it had one bright spot. I kept seeing these 
billboards highlighting an attraction called 1880 Country 
Town. I actually wasn’t going to stop since it was not on my 
agenda but the last sign made me think. It said something like 
“You are about to miss your last chance to see a real western 
town.” I made a u-turn at the next off ramp. The attraction was 
awesome. I am a huge “Dances with Wolves” fan. 1880 
Country Town had a lot of memorabilia from the actual movie. 
My trek took me through Minnesota, Wisconsin, Iowa, and 
into Kansas. That’s where the rain started. I rode for several days 
in rain; not downpours but they definitely made the ride a little 
different. I stopped to visit friends in Illinois, Indiana, and 
Ohio. Those were some very memorable stops. I got a chance 
to talk with old friends I hadn’t seen in 40 years (all were old 
Marine buddies). 

Another person that had been following my ride lived in 
Ohio. He had seen my Spotwalla tracking post about my route 
and messaged me to say that if I came up I-75 he would love to 
meet me and take me to lunch. As I approached his area, I sent 
him a message and there he was at the Harley-Davidson 
dealership ready to take me to lunch. We ate at Cracker Barrel, 
got to know one another better, and then he said he’d ride with 
me as far as Toledo. He had warned me that there was rain 
expected…(funny thing though he had no raingear with him). 

As soon as we got on the freeway the skies opened up and 
dumped heavy rain on us. I was glad he was with me because I 
think I would have tried to brave it and probably had something 
bad happen. He was smart enough to pull us over to shelter. He 
made a phone call and we were off to get dry in his aunt’s barn. 
We rode up through Toledo and waved goodbye. I was off to 
Michigan. I stopped in Detroit and after grabbing some pics, I 
found my hotel and checked in for a night of rest. A Facebook 
friend I have known since 2009 messaged me and asked if he 
and his girlfriend could stop by. I was eager to meet him so I 
said sure. I was surprised once they arrived. He is deaf and she 
helps translate for him. He speaks pretty well but some things 
don’t come out right so she helps. After they left,I grabbed some 
much needed sleep. 

The next day took me back into Ohio, across Pennsylvania, 
and into New York where I would stop in Rochester. I was 
hoping to go from Detroit across to Warren, VT but I knew 
that was not going to happen. At 6 a.m., as I pulled out of the 
hotel parking lot, I messaged my old Marine buddy David and 
asked if he had room for me to stay with him for one night. At 
my next gas stop I got my answer, “sure.” I rolled in about 9 p.m. 
David was out working his food truck but had given me the 
code to his front door. My room was prepped and he had towels 
and soap on the bed for me. Once he came in, we chatted and 
caught up on all things life. I told him I’d be pulling out about 
9 a.m., so we both decided it was time to call it a night. The 
next day was wet for a good portion of the ride, so I had to be 
ready. It rained from Rochester, NY up through Utica and 
finally stopped when I passed the New Hampshire state line. It 
was a beautiful and scenic ride into Warren, VT. The green 

mountains were an awesome sight to see. My hosts were folks I 
had never met in person. I met Chris through a mutual cancer 
survivor that wanted Chris to give me some tips since he had 
already done the lower 48 ride the year before. We had just met, 
without much time to get to know one another, and he offered 
to let me stay with him and his friend Darcy. When I arrived (to 
a beautiful “Welcome Karl” sign no less) they greeted me and 
informed me that I had been invited to join them at a friend’s 
house for dinner. 

This was the highlight of the trip so far! This family 
welcomed me into their home as if they had known me all their 
lives. They fed me an awesome dinner and the wife made the 
most delicious vegan chocolate cake. The best part of it though 
was their treehouse. This treehouse had been built by none other 
than the Treehouse Guys! The owner actually lives behind this 
family. My mouth dropped as I got a tour of this magnificent 
structure. It was used as an Airbnb rental. I was amazed at all 
the work that had gone into building it. I was in heaven!

I left Vermont and headed to Portland, ME to join another 
friend that I had met just by chance. Keith took me to get some 
delicious lobster rolls. He was an awesome host as he took me on 
a scenic ride through New Hampshire and Vermont. We took the 
Kancamagus Highway and it was fantastic. We found a nice 
overlook and took some great photos together as well as the 
scenery around us. 

There is so much more to the ride and I hope I’ll get 
another chance to finish up the rest of it in another article. One 
of the greatest things I took away from this ride was all the love 
I got from total strangers. Before I took off, all I kept hearing 
was “someone is going to hurt you,” “how can you stay with 
total strangers.” “be careful in xxx, they don’t care for our kind 
of folk.” I ran into none of that. I was greeted at gas stations, 
restaurants, and other areas with love and support for what I  
was doing. 

When I started out I had no real purpose for the ride other 
than just making it happen for my own enjoyment. Along the 
way it became a social experiment and I can truly dispute the 
notion that there are no good people in America. 

God Bless,  
Kark Kincheon – Chapter Member
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SLIPPERY WHEN WET
I have been riding 

for many years and I have 
many friends that also 
ride. There are very few 
of these friends that will 
say they actually enjoy 
riding in the rain. For 
some, your bike is your 
sole form of transportation, 
and for others (including 
me) we chose to drive 
our cars/trucks when the 

weather turns nasty outside, and save the scooters for the nicer 
days. However, with this being said, the more we ride, be it a 
short-day trip, weekend trips, or touring across the country, 
it’s inevitable that we will find ourselves  riding in inclement 
weather and the rain. So here are some basic things to think 
about to keep you safe while riding in wet weather – you might 
find that, with a few basic adjustments to your techniques and 
some tricks with your gear, riding in the rain just ain’t no big 
thing. So, the advice here is always respect mother nature but 
there is no need to fear the weather when riding. 

As always when riding, having the mindset of confidence 
in yourself, your individual riding abilities, and knowing your 
bike can make every ride you take safer. There may still exist 
an innate concern for riding in the rain, as for some it can be 
as simple and common practice as putting on their rain gear, 
saddling up, and heading out to their destination the same as 
they would if the weather was beautiful outside. However, for 
many others, it can be very challenging and even terrifying to 
head down a slippery roadway with limited visibility. 

Even on a nice, clean, level road surface, traction/grip 
levels are going to decrease while it’s raining. You won’t be able 
to brake, accelerate, or even turn with nearly as much speed 
or force. This applies to everyone else on the road as well, but 
car and truck drivers tend to be a little less aware than bikers. 
You should already be riding defensively; in the wet you need 
to be even more careful around other vehicles. Their vision is 
reduced, their braking distances are increased and the odds 
of someone spinning across the road into you or just generally 

doing something unpredictable and stupid grow enormously. 
That same spray also reduces your own vision, making it harder 
for you to see ahead, plan ahead, and take evasive, responsive 
actions in plenty of time.

Keep in mind that motorcycles do benefit from having 
narrower tires that slice through puddles and are less likely to 
hydroplane than a car, but it can happen. If you do find yourself 
hydroplaning, avoid the temptation to get on the brakes, as it 
will only make things worse. Place steady, strong pressure on the 
foot pegs/foot boards, relax your grip strength on the bars, and 
ease off the throttle, slowing down until you regain traction.

What You Can and Should Do
• Slow down. Seriously, just slow down. Not only does doing 

so ask less of your tires and traction levels, but it will give 
you more time to look ahead, identify hazards, and come up 
with a reaction plan for avoiding them. It will give you more 
time to read road signs and decrease your braking distances 
as well.

• Relax your body. When you tense your arms and your 
fingers your responses are jerkier, more aggressive, and 
less precise, all the exact things that make low-traction 
situations worse. You need to focus on riding more 
smoothly. Maintain soft hands all the way in this scenario 
as you need concentration, not strength. Don’t overgrip. 
You can actually assist yourself by steering with your feet, 
not your arms. Gentle pressure on the footboards one 
way or the other is a good way to smoothly manage your 
direction and keep those eyes high and focused, so you can 
make slow, deliberate changes to your path.

• Don’t trust puddles. That fun-looking mini-pond of 
splash-able joy could be hiding a foot-deep pothole, or 
who knows what else. If you can’t avoid riding through a 
puddle, hold the throttle steady, keep the bike upright, and 
don’t touch the brakes.

• Avoid shiny-smooth surfaces. Surfaces that may be 
slippery on dry days become perilously slippery in the rain. 
Avoid painted lines, manhole covers, metal plates, and tar 
snakes. If you do find yourself caught on one of these, avoid 
hard braking or acceleration – just roll over it without any 
sudden inputs or actions.

• Keep your cool. Stay relaxed and don’t make any sudden 
moves. Harsh, abrupt acceleration, braking, or steering 
can quickly eat up your limited traction. Make all your 
actions smooth and gentle. If you have to brake hard, do 
it progressively: slowly squeeze the lever at first, to load 
the front tire and compress the suspension, then gradually 
increase force until you’ve slowed enough.

• Do one thing at a time. In normal conditions, we often 
combine several actions at once, such as accelerating, 
shifting, or trail braking while turning. In the rain, focus 
on separating these actions (i.e., finish your deceleration 
before you turn into a corner). That will reduce the traction 
demands on your tires.
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• Loosen up. Clinging to the bars with a death grip will 
do three bad things: a) tire you out faster, b) exaggerate 
the effects of any movements you make, and c) keep your 
suspension from working as it should. Remember that your 
bike is designed to handle small bumps and wiggles, so let 
it do its job.

• Don’t trust rainbows that appear on the asphalt…they 
are not your friend. Those magical, colorful swirls on the 
asphalt are slippery oil pools that can lead to loss of control. 
Do not aim for the rainbows on the roadway. They tend to 
be worst at intersections, where vehicles sit for a while and 
leak oily puddles, so be extra careful when you’re stopping 
at or crossing through intersections.

• Give yourself time and space. Take it easy. Reduce your 
speed, and put more space between you and the vehicle in 
front of you. Braking distances are much longer in the rain, 
and you can’t count on having traction when you need 
it. Plus, you need time to scan the road ahead and choose 
your lines, so you can avoid all the wonderful things we 
mentioned above.

• Find a dry line. When available, try riding in the tire 
tracks of vehicles in front of you. A car’s wheel can act like 
a plow, pushing water on the road out of the way for a brief 
moment. Soak up that dry pavement while you can!

• Avoid pooling or fast-moving water. If you have to ride 
through deeper pooling water, the number one rule is to 
make sure you stay upright. A constant throttle is your 
friend; your brakes and a chopped throttle are your mortal 
enemies while riding through pooled water. Remember 
to keep your vision high, your actions smooth, and your 
momentum steady. Fast moving water should be avoided  
at all costs. 

• Having dry gear isn’t enough. Waterproof gear is 
great and all, but visible waterproof gear is even better. 
Remember that rain makes it even harder than usual for 
cars to see you. If your rain gear is all black, invest in a 
hi-vis vest or other reflective accessories. One of the most 
important items you can carry on your bike is the best rain 
gear you can afford to buy. You need to stay warm and dry, 
but you don’t want to sweat to death inside the gear.

• Try using a face shield, glasses or goggles with range 
or yellow tinting to increase contrast in poor visibility 
conditions. An anti-fog or Pinlock shield is a plus. Many 
of our Chapter members use the same wax that they polish 
their bikes with to keep droplets off their face shields/visors.

• Dry cloth. Invest in a small dry cloth that you can keep 
in a pocket of your rain gear jacket or on your bike. It will 
come in handy when you need to wipe your face shield or 
goggles off to assist you with your visibility.

• Be handy with gloves. There is nothing worse than when 
your hands are cold and wet. You may want to invest in 
some neoprene gloves that will keep their grip even when 
wet and keep your hands insulated and dry. 

• Stand up. In heavy rain, water will often pool in your lap 
and in between your legs and the seat. If this pooling water 
remains too long, it may seep past the zipper (even on some 
top brands of gear). It’s not a bad idea to stand up at red 
lights/stop signs or even on the floor boards/pegs while 
riding now and then, to clear the rain from your lap.

• Invest in a pair of Gore-Tex socks. If you don’t have 
the budget for Gore-Tex socks, try wool ones, especially 
Merino. Even if your feet get wet, wool socks will 
keep them warm. That goes for your base layers, too. 
Compression layers help even more, and heated gear is 
super cozy.

• Ziploc everything you care about. Even though you most 
likely have your important documents in your saddlebags, 
it’s still best to store them and other important items in a 
ziploc bag to keep them safe from the weather.

Above all, remember to have fun and stay safe while 
playing in the rain!

Phillip Springer – Road Captain
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