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The Following Story is 100% True and There 
are Fourteen Witnesses to Its Authenticity

This story begins on 
Monday, March 21 on the 
Chapter’s Big Bend trip. We 
were spending our first day 
in the park and had several 
stops planned. At the first 
stop, I pulled my phone out of 
my tour pack to make dinner 
reservations for the night, 
which took forever. By the 

time I finished, the group was getting ready to move to the next 
location, so I stuck the phone in my pocket. 

We went on to a couple more stops including lunch at 
the Chisos Mountain Lodge Restaurant in the park. We were 
getting off the bikes when we discovered that due to a staff 
shortage, they had changed their schedule and would not open 
until 2 p.m. We jumped back on our bikes and rode down to a 
small general store and had lunch there. After lunch, we headed 
over to the Boquillas Canyon overlook, which had an awesome 
view. It was at this point I wanted to check to see if I had any 
urgent work emails and discovered that I had lost my phone. 
Somewhere from our first stop to this last stop, it had come out 

of my pocket and was now on the side of the road somewhere in 
this vast park. 

This would have been bad enough if it were just my 
personal phone, however, it was my work phone with all my 
work contacts as well as other important documents on it. So, 
there I am, standing in the middle of nowhere in a beautiful 
park realizing that I just lost a phone, that I would have to call 
my boss that night to tell him, then realizing that I don’t know 
his number by heart so I couldn’t call him, thinking about the 
call to the factory explaining that I need a new phone sent to 
Alpine, Texas, and the nightmare thoughts just kept coming. Of 
course, the thought that kept running through my mind is how 
dumb I was to have put the phone in my pocket in the first place.

With nothing more that I could do, we started our ride 
back to Alpine for the evening. We stopped at the gas station in 
Terlingua. As we stood around the store for a few minutes before 
making the 80-mile ride back to Alpine, a white pickup truck 
pulls up to the gas pumps. After a few minutes, a man walks up 
to the group and asks, “did one of you lose a phone?” Now my 
first thought was how in the world does this guy know one of 
us lost a phone, but I immediately said that I had. He told me 
that he and his wife had stopped at the Chisos Mountain Lodge 

Restaurant and as he stepped out of his truck, he found my phone 
on the ground. It had fallen out as I was getting back on the bike. 
He told me that he had given it to the lodge restaurant manager. I 
borrowed Maynard’s phone and first called my phone number, but 
no answer. So, Maynard looked up the lodge phone number and we 
called the lodge manager and sure enough, they had my phone and 
I told them that I would pick it up the next day.

This incredible story has three takeaways. First, with all of the 
horrible things we hear about every single day, the war overseas, the 
number of murders and thefts in our city, how people don’t care any 
longer there are still some people who will do the right thing simply 
because it is the right thing. This man not only found and turned 
in the phone, but he also had the courage to walk up to a group 
of Harley riders to ask if someone had lost a phone. That alone is 
worth telling this story. What a great person he was. 

Secondly, It is great to friends. I left early the next morning  
and rode down to the lodge to pick up my phone. As I was checking 
it out to make sure it was still working, I noticed a text from  
Steve Koinm saying that Daniel and Jo Protz along with Maynard 
didn’t want me spending the day riding by myself, so they were 
headed my way. Just one of the many reasons this Chapter means 
so much to me. The three of them left the main group to meet up 
with me so I wasn’t out in the middle of nowhere alone. We missed 
Maynard who ended up riding the River Road by himself (which 
for those of you who know Maynard, he didn’t mind that at all.) 
Daniel, Jo and I had a great lunch together, ran the River Road 
(which is the funnest road in Texas in my opinion) and then met up 
with the main group for the ride home.

Finally, I am completely blown away by the math. First, why 
did the man approach us at the gas station? My phone has the 
H.O.G. logo on it and he recognized it. When he saw us, he 
thought it was worth taking a chance to approach us. Now, 
consider, he found the phone almost four hours prior to seeing us  
at the gas station. Then add in that he was at the same gas station, 
more than 40 miles away from the lodge in the exact same 
15-minute window time-frame that we were.

Imagine the odds, there are a couple of members in our 
Chapter that can do the math (Thomas, Koinm and Maynard come 
to mind) but I am not one of them. Basically, take the percentage 
of the population that given that circumstance would do the right 
thing, then factor in the percentage of that group that would 
recognize the H.O.G. logo, then factor in the odds of being in the 
exact same location at the exact same time, 40 miles away, four 
hours later.

Forget one-in-a-million, my guess, it is more like one-in-100-
million. Life never fails to surprise me. Neither do the good deeds 
and small miracles that happen every day. 

Richard Asher - Director and Road Captain

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
 1 The Following Story is 100% True
 4 How Do I Know What’s Going On  

With the Chapter?
 5 Oh, the Places We Have Been, and 

the People We have Met!
 6 Volunteer Round Up for  

First Quarter 2022
 6 Jo Protz, Houston AREA #1 Social 

Media Officer
 7 Please Join Us!
 7 Looking for Adventure and  

Feeling Free
 8 2022 Mileage Challenge
 9 Ronnie Lunsford, 18 ‘til I Die
 10 Rid For Kids
 10 Ride Like a Pro
 11 No Thrill Like Dom’s Hill
 12 The Chapter Directory
 12 Riding A Motorcycle is Dangerous
 13 New Faces Around Houston  

AREA #1 H.O.G.
 14 Big Bend Ride Pictorial
 15 The 2022 Houston AREA #1  

Big Bend Trip
 15 How to Find Your Location If You  

Need Help
The Houston AREA #1 H.O.G. newsletter is published 
quarterly for its members. We encourage members to 
send articles and photos to be published. Please email 
your article and high resolution jpg photos to  
editor@area1HOG.com by the newsletter deadline for  
the upcoming issue.
The newsletter deadline for the 
Summer 2022 Issue is July 9;
Fall 2022 issue is October 8;
Winter 2022 issue is January 7, 2023.
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Cover photo: Susan Lingenfelter captured this photo of Steve Bosser 
overlooking the Rio Grande Valley on Highway 170 at Dom’s Hill,  
Big Bend Ranch State Park.

mailto:editor@area1HOG.com
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The last method/
way is my favorite as 
it is most convenient. 
There is an app you can 
purchase for .99 called 
the H.O.G. Scan app. 
It looks like this in the 
Google Play store:

I know, I know, 
you don’t want to pay 
for an app. I’ve only 
bought two in my 
entire life, and this is 
one of them. 99 cents 
is cheap compared to the convenience. I can click on the app on 
my phone at any time and look at the current events.

As you can see from this 
screenshot, you can see the title 
of the ride, the date and time, 
and how many RSVPs or check 
ins, if it is in the past. The flag 
indicates it is the current event 
and the thumbs up means you 
RSVP’d. Once you click on an 
event, you can see the details  
of the event.

Once you are inside the 
event, you can hit the arrow 
button (circled on picture) to 
toggle between the details of the 
event and who has RSVP’d. The 
thumb up in the top right-hand
corner (has a diamond around it) 

How Do I Know What’s Going on With the Chapter?
Did you know that Houston Area #1 H.O.G. Chapter has 

several ways for you to know what rides, socials, and meetings 
are upcoming? You can also get an idea of how many people  
are going as well.

Everything we plan originates on our calendar at  
area1hog.com/calendar.

You can click on the link of a particular event and get  
the details.

Most times, you can find our route here in case you are like 
me and want to know how short or long the ride is. Sometimes 
if the Road Captain completes his route early enough, you can 
get the ride link to see every bio break along the way as well.

The great thing about our online calendar is that you can 
go as far forward or backwards as you like. Why would I go 
backwards you say? Well, I make notes of rides that have great 
roads, and I will go back to find those routes!

While we are on the subject of our website, let’s review 
some of the cool features when you log in under “My Account.”

When you click on My Account, it takes you to your page 
with several tabs. It defaults to the view tab where you can see 
details like your H.O.G. number, email on the account, national 
and chapter membership details, and mileage details.

If you click on Edit, you can add a profile picture, edit to 
show your road name, opt into texts (check the SMS box), and 
add your emergency contact information. Please take a moment 
to at least opt into our text system and update your emergency 
contact information! 

The next way to view our events is on our Houston AREA #1 
Facebook page. These are populated as we get closer to the ride/
event time when the Road Captain or coordinator nails down all  
of the details.

Another way to get the information is to keep tabs on your 
email! Webmaster Jan Trapp sends out eblasts with our events 
twice weekly. Make sure you open them, so your email provider 
doesn’t think they are spam!

“Oh the Places We Have 
Been, and the People We 
Have Met!” 
Call it a mid-life crisis if you wish. I call it a strong desire to see 
the country and meet like minded individuals. Whatever you 
choose to call it is fine with me. My trusty sidekick and I have 
ridden all around the state of Texas. Five years have flown by 
since we joined the Chapter. 
We have met so many great 
people and are honored to call 
them friends. Our Chapter 
family has become closer to us 
than my immediate family. 

Our favorite trip was to 
Austin for the ROT Rally. The 
times spent riding around the 
hill country has taught us to 
enjoy the scenery just as much 
as the wind in our faces. I can 
feel my co-pilot waving at all 
the cows and horses as we pass by. Sometimes I hear her saying 
“hi doggy.” She will deny it, but I hear her. Since it’s hard to 
remember everything, we always get a patch for our vests. Our 
goal is to cover our vests with locations and rides that we have 
participated in. 

Luckily, I have a lot more real estate on my vest and will 
take another 10 years to fill up. We haven’t had the opportunity 
to ride outside the state of Texas due to work and health reasons 
but our goal in the future is to take our dream on the road 
across this great country. We hope some of our family in the 
Chapter can come with us. If not, y’all will be in our thoughts 
and hearts forever.

Steve Trapp – Safety Officer

is where you click to RSVP within the app. I’ve included a 
second screenshot of what it looks like before you check in.

Tina Watson - LOH Officer

http://area1hog.com/calendar
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Volunteer Roundup For First Quarter 2022 

Houston AREA #1 had a busy first quarter and I want to 
thank everyone who made things happen.

We provided volunteers to help with registration and 
bounce house monitoring at the Mancuso Crossroads Car Show 
and the Chili Cook Off. At times running the bounce house was 
like trying to nail jello to a tree. Our Road Captains were on 
hand to make sure the parking ran smoothly for these events.

Our volunteers also cooked pancakes at Crossroads and 
grilled burgers at Central.

The most recent big event was the Harley-Davidson 
Demo Days at Crossroads March 18 and 19. This event was 
a huge success and probably the biggest in Mancuso history. 
Our volunteers were there from 9 a.m. until 5 p.m. both days. 
Houston AREA #1 provided people to handle registration, 
coordination of rides and leading the rides. It was a big job but 
the Houston AREA #1 members made it run smoothly. On  
the 18th we handled 45 registrations and the Road Captains 
ran 11 rides with a total of 80 motorcycles. On the 19th we 
registered 63 people and the Road Captainss ran 12 rides with 
a total of 104 motorcycles. Some of the volunteers took time 

before or after their shift to test ride the 2022 motorcycles. 
Several of our volunteers were there for the entire day and I 
would like to thank Dickson Mann for providing lunch for all 
of the volunteers. During the Demo event Crossroads sold six 
motorcycles, I would like to think our work helped.

We have plenty of events coming up. For each two hours 
you volunteer your name is entered for the quarterly drawing. 
The more hours volunteered the better your chances are for 
winning. At the end of the year the volunteer with the most 
hours volunteered will be declared Volunteer of the Year and 
collect a gift certificate for $100.

We had our first Volunteer of the Quarter drawing April 2 
and the winner was Dennis Fuller.

Rick Glass – Volunteer Coordinator

Please Join Us!
Lynette and I joined the 
Chapter in the spring of 
2021 after purchasing our 
new Ultra Limited®. I have 
ridden motorcycles for over 
30 years, and Lynette has 
been my passenger for eight 
of those years. We both love 
riding and seeing new sights 
and, if you know Lynette, we 
have the pictures to prove it.

We were introduced to the Chapter by Thomas and  
Dusty Moore and have met some of the best people since we 
joined. We love riding with our H.O.G. family and sharing 
experiences during rides, socials and meetings.

I took the plunge and volunteered to become a Road 
Captain candidate because as an experienced rider, I’m always 
willing to help guide other riders on an exciting journey to a 
great destination. Thanks to Thomas Moore for mentoring me 
and the tips/tricks from the other Road Captains. I earned my 
official patch at our December Chapter meeting.

My beautiful co-pilot Lynette loves sharing the riding 
experience and has become an incredible photographer/
videographer documenting our motorcycle journeys. She brings 
that passion to our rides and events to ensure that we have great 
documentation of our two-wheeled experiences.

After watching our lady riders in the Chapter, she has 
expressed interest in learning to ride on her own. We currently 
have her parent’s Honda Nighthawk 250 for her to do just that. 
Having driven standard cars for most of her life, the shifting 
gears will not be foreign to her. Once she spends time getting 
comfortable in our neighborhood, she plans to attend the rider 
safety course and get her motorcycle endorsement.

While her preference is to ride with me, having her own 
motorcycle and the ability to ride solo gives her the option to 
ride with the other ladies in the Chapter when she wants.

By joining the other officers in the Chapter, we hope to 
help bring ideas to continue making Houston AREA #1 the 
best H.O.G. Chapter in existence.

We are proud to be the Membership Officers for 2022 and 
look forward to help grow the Chapter.

Mike & Lynette Tyson – Membership Officers

Looking for Adventure 
and Feeling Free…

Some of the best memories 
from my adolescence are when 
I would sneak off to my friend’s 
house to ride the trails on their dirt 
bikes. We would stop to rest in the 
hot summer evenings and silently 
watch the creek flow by with the 
cicadas singing in the trees. We were 
probably trespassing on someone’s 
property at that point, but at the 
time it never crossed our minds.

It seemed like that little creek was non-existent to everyone 
but us. I remember thinking that if it weren’t for the adventure of 
riding, I would have never seen that creek and have peace in those 
moments. That love of riding and seeking the adventure never 
went away. Fast forward a handful of years... and a couple of 
decades later I got my first motorcycle a 2020 Harley-Davidson 
Sportster®. After a couple of months and a few Houston AREA #1 
group rides it was time for me to graduate up to my current bike, a 
2021 Softail® Slim. Although riding on the highways and back 
roads is much different than riding the dusty trails down to that 
little creek, it still stirs up all those memories of seeking that 
adventure, feeling free, and rebellious … and I must admit like a 
little bit of a bad ass. 

Teresa Alcantara – Merchandising Officer

Jo Protz, Houston AREA 
#1 Social Media Officer

Hello! I have been a 
Houston AREA #1 member 
since I purchased my first  
Harley-Davidson, a Softail® 
Slim, in March of 2013. My 
interests are riding my Road 
Glide®, riding with Daniel 
Protz, my family, my HUE 
family (work), my Houston 
AREA #1 family, dogs, cows, 
chickens, cute little baby goats, 
and miniature horses.

Jo Protz –   
Social Media Officer
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HOUSTON AREA #1 H.O.G. CHAPTER  
2022 MILEAGE CHALLENGE

Encouraging Chapter Members To Ride A Lot!
FIRST QUARTER MILEAGE REPORT

These riders have earned bragging rights as the highest mileage Riders for the Quarter!

Steve Koinm 6345
José Ramirez 5442
Mistie Koinm 4980
David Calvert 4810
Michael Peled 4607
Manual Peña 3967
Maynard Chance 3714
David Blocker 3542
Dirk Kretschman 3459
John Watson 3422
Steve Bosser 3327
Kurt Demenge 3144
John Benham 2975
Walt Barnett 2724
Mike Tyson 2461
Ulan Thacker 2336
Debra Vallez 2261
Rick Glass 1934
Peter Pesola 1832
Richard Lackey 1778
Mickey Litherland 1753
Doug Huber 1751
Phillip Springer 1700

Tina Watson 1683
Joe Tessitore 1521
Steven Wagner 1464
Tod Griffin 1331
Susan Lingenfelter 1317
Tim Foxworthy 1200
Joanne Thacker 1157
Mark Perry 1096
Sam Goertz 1069
Michael Claiborn 975
Teresa Alcantara 974
Wayne Miller 919
John McKinney 888
Daniel Johnson 816
A Carolina Pena 816
Ronnie Holmes 708
Janice Miller 687
David Stafford 680
Richard Delgado 519
Daniel Barrios 484
Ed Padar 461
Steven Trapp 411
Steve Scott 354

Kathleen Plumley 339
Dennis Fuller 320
Steve Plumley 278
Michael Sowers 174
Ron Raborn 108
Mike Slocum 107
Mike O’Reagan 50

MULTIPLE QUARTER 
COMBINED MILES: 
Chris Nightingale 30538
Ken Baird 17381
Jeremy Cale 9285
Cindy Cale 651

PASSENGER:
Donna Moody 3840
Lynette Tyson 2261
LeeAnn Bottoms 1123
Yolanda Stafford 680
Jan Trapp 411
Debra Fuller 320
Libby Springer 210
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Members reporting mileage this quarter .............67
Total miles ridden for this quarter ...............136,642

Total miles reported .....................................194,447
Total miles reported year-to-date ................194,447

JO PROTZ 
9423 miles

DANIEL PROTZ
8320 miles

Ronnie Lunsford was a friend of mine. I am one of many that 
are glad they can say that. Those fortunate enough to have know 
Ronnie all say that he never had a bad word to say about anyone and 
that he was a great guy.

Working Career
Ronnie’s father purchased a fledgling downtown Honda 

motorcycle dealership in the mid 1960’s. He moved the dealership to 
the outskirts of north Houston to its current location and suburban 
Houston quickly grew around it. Ronnie started working for his 
father at a young age and eventually worked at every position in the 
dealership. Ronnie later purchased the dealership in 1986 when his 
father retired.

The Rider
When Ronnie rode with a group, he rode at whatever pace the 

group was riding. It did not matter whether they were Harley riders 
doing the speed limit or Ducati riders doing ‘a bit more.’ It wasn’t 
until I began to ride with him regularly that I really got to see 
Ronnie ride. When Ronnie rode solo and at his ‘pace,’ I was simply 
amazed. It was not that he was just very fast (I had seen fast before), 
but he rode in a way that can best be described as smooth, even 
during quick transitions. That was when I got an inkling of how 
good his riding ability was. 

When I talked with anyone who used to race with or against 
Ronnie, the response was always positive, that he was one of the best, 
and that he was the one to beat. Many stated that they just liked to 
watch him ride. One commented that Ronnie had ‘an economy of 
motion’ when he raced.

Ronnie was a successful professional motorcycle racer. He 
competed in some motocross and flat track competitions before 
concentrating on road racing in the late 1970’s, not retiring until 
2005. One of his favorite tracks was Texas World Speedway. 

Ronnie raced under the banner of his dealership, Northwest 
Honda-Ducati. He told me the focus of his racing efforts was to win; 
and he was very successful. Ronnie qualified for and competed in the 
1985 Daytona 200, the most prestigous U.S. road race at that time.

Ronnie told me that 1993 was one of his best years. Honda had 
a new motorcycle, the CBR900RR. Ronnie entered three different 
classes with this one motorcycle. In two classes he was competing 
against motorcycles with more power. Why did he enter three 
classes? “I thought I could win” was his simple answer. At the end of 
the year, Ronnie had won first place in all three series.

Ronnie converted the 900RR to street legal, and continued to 
enjoy riding it. You may have seen him ride it during one of our 

H.O.G. rides, as he brought it several times. This motorcycle’s 
distinctive feature is two round headlights in a sportbike fairing.

Ronnie was also very successful in endurance racing. When I 
asked Ronnie what he liked about endurance racing, his answer was 
elegant in its simplicity: “I get to ride more.”

Ronnie would not talk about himself. If you asked about a race 
he had won or a bike he had ridden, he would give you a straight 
answer, but you had to ask.

CMRA Hall of Fame Member
The Central Motorcycle Roadracing Association (CMRA)

Hall of Fame only has 19 entries. Even if you do not follow road 
racing, you will recognize many of the Hall of Fame members: 
Nicki Hayden, David Hirsch, Norm McDonald, Ben Spies, 
Doug Polen, Kevin Schwantz, Freddie Spencer, and  
Collin Edwards. Ronnie not only was friends with most of these 
riders, he was a mentor to Colin Edwards for two years, who 
later became the World Superbike Champion, twice.

Ronnie was inducted into the CMRA Hall of Fame in 
2004: “Ronnie started road racing with the CRRC in 1979. 
He was an involved member, doing everything from stuffing 
newsletters and licking stamps to being the tech inspector. 
He also served on the Board of Directors, was a sponsor, and 
a mentor. He won 6 overall and 12 class CMRA endurance 
championships as well as 28 sprint class championships.”

Ronnie could not tell you how many miles he rode, since he 
rode several motorcycles. He began using the Rever app as part of 
the Ride for Kids challenge. He continued to use the app whenever 
he rode and in one year he had ridden over 50,000 miles. 

Ronnie Lunsford,  
18 ‘til I Die

(continued on next page)

MATT “TEX” GALLIEN JR.
12884 miles
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No Thrill Like Dom’s Hill
One of my favorite riding destinations is the Big Bend area 

in West Texas. There are so many great places to ride and visit:

• Highway 118 which leads up the mountain to the  
Davis Observatory;

• The Boquillas Canyon;
• Castelon and the Santa Elena Canyon;
• Forts Davis, Lancaster, and McKavett;
• The park center in the Chisos Basin,

But my favorite 
road in this area is 
Highway 170, aka the 
River Road, spanning 
68 miles along the Rio 
Grande from Terlingua 
to Presidio. This road is 
filled with curves and 
hills and awesome views 
of the Rio Grande and 
mountainous landscapes 
of the region. Pictures 
cannot faithfully portray 
the beauty of this 
region. It has to be seen 
in person to be truly 
appreciated. I have had the privilege to visit and ride Big Bend 
on three occasions, and each visit has left me more impressed 
than the last.

My favorite part of the River Road comes at mile 30. As 
you leave Terlingua and head west on Highway 170, a yellow 
road sign warns of a hill 30 miles away with a 15‐degree incline. 
That is the only hint of what waits ahead.

This is known as 
the Big Hill, or Dom’s 
Hill, or Dom’s Rock. 
“Dom” is a reference 
from “Fandango,” a 1985 
coming‐of age movie 
starring Kevin Costner 
and Judd Nelson. You can 
Google the reference to get 
more information.

As you approach the hill from the east, you begin a gentle 
ascent that steepens and curves to the left. You quickly find 
yourself facing a steep uphill climb with a receding mountain 
wall on your right and (on our last visit) blue sky and a distant 
mountain view on the left (which happens to be Mexico). You 
may be tempted to pull over to the left shoulder to get a great 
view of the river valley. You are much better advised to wait until 
you crest the hill and pull over on the ample right shoulder where 
there will be plenty of room for you and your friends’ bikes.

Motorcycle Clubs
Ronnie and his wife Janet belonged to several motorcycle clubs, 

including Houston AREA #1 H.O.G. He was welcome to ride with 
many clubs, even though he could not be a member. An example is 
the Blue Knights, where all members are either current or former 
motorcycle law enforcement officers.

Ride for Kids
Ronnie was a driving force behind the Houston Ride for Kids 

since its inception in 1993. The money raised for the Pediatric Brain 
Tumor Foundation has been significant, but Ronnie has always 
stated the real reward is seeing one of the STAR kids have fun at the 
Ride for Kids event. “They get to be a kid again, even if it is only for 
a short time.” Ronnie made friends and kept in contact with many of 
the STAR kids, even after they became adults. 

18 ‘til I Die
Ronnie frequently mentioned that he was ’18 ‘til I die’. That is a 

fitting way to describe his attitude toward life. Ronnie always rode 
safely when on the street, always well within his and the bike’s limits 
and aware of other traffic. Once he was stopped by a police officer 
who issued him a citation for doing a wheelie. Ronnie stated that 
“maybe the front end was a little light, but I wouldn’t call it a 
wheelie.” One of his daughters posted on Facebook that “My father 
got a ticket for doing a wheelie;” it received 167 likes.

Another example was his participation in the 100 cc Fun Run, a 
20-mile round trip ride for bikes of 100 cc or less. One year, the 
smallest displacement motorcycle available was Janet’s 125-cc Honda 
Grom. They both rode it (Janet as passenger), so it was less than 100 
cc per person, which maintained the spirit of the ride. While riding 
in the fun run, Ronnie did a long two-up wheelie.

I know Ronnie had a lot of friends like me, but I only had one 
like Ronnie. I know I speak for the Houston AREA #1 Chapter in 
offering our deepest sympathies to Janet and Ronnie’s family. May 
he rest in peace.

Maynard Chance – Road Captain

Ronnie Lunsford – continued Walk across Highway 
170 to the south side of the 
road and enjoy the view of the 
Rio Grande Valley. If you are 
like me (part mountain goat), 
there is a great place to climb 
the rocks and get an even 
better view of the east side 
of the approach to the Big 
Hill. You can also see where 
“Dom” is printed on the 
rocks, in two different places.

After you have gotten your fill of rock climbing, ride 37 
more miles to the west to Presidio and enjoy some Mexican food 
before heading to Marfa and other points west, north, east, or 
wherever. There’s no lack of directions or miles to explore when 
you are in the Big Bend area.

David Calvert – Deputy Boss Road Captain

Ride Like a Pro Class

I joined Houston AREA #1 in 2013. I rode a 2013 Harley-
Davidson Softail® Slim. It was the first year H-D produced the 
Slim, and it was the lowest bike H-D made that year. You see, 
I’m 5’-3”, vertically challenged. I rode several rides with the 
Chapter that year. One member, Monica Clark, stood out. She 
rode a Road Glide and I knew I wanted one, too. She turned me 
on to other female riders like Kaitlin Riley, who always gave me 
advice. If I swung out too wide on a turn, she would say in her 
gentle, yet firm voice, “if there were a car there, you’d be dead!” 
She recommended that I take a Ride Like a Pro class while I 
still had my Slim, so I did.

In November 
of 2014 I rode to 
Sugar Land to 
take the ‘Ride Like 
a Pro’ class. The 
Sugar Land Police 
Department was  
my instructor. Our 
class consisted of 
five students and 
two instructors.  
I was the only female. The motorcycles were mostly Harleys. 
Before starting, the instructors recommended removing our 
saddlebags since doing weaves, u-turns, circles, etc. might 
cause the bikes to hit the ground. 

One guy on a BMW stuck his leg out to break his fall and 
snapped his ankle. I asked the officers if this was a common 
occurrence at their classes, to which they responded, “No!” 
The ambulance was there super fast. The BMW rider’s friend 
came and rode the busted bike home. We continued with the 
class, however, there wasn’t the same energy. We were all super-
cautious or maybe a little freaked out. 

I have to say, I use the skills I learned everyday.
Jo Protz – Social Media Officer

The 2022 Houston Ride for Kids will be held on September 18 
this year. As you would expect, we will ask that you continue to 
participate in this worthy cause by riding and donating. In addition, 
please consider volunteering to help with this event. There is a core 
group of 8-12 people who help organize, publicize, and secure 
sponsorship donations, and another dozen people that are needed  
the day of the event. Let’s continue the Houston Ride for Kids in 
honor of Ronnie Lunsford.
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NEW FACES AROUND HOUSTON AREA #1 H.O.G.
If you see any of these folks on a ride, at a meeting, or any other gathering, say “Howdy” and introduce yourself.  

You never know when or where a new friendship may be waiting to happen.

The Chapter Directory
Have you ever met a person at a Houston  

AREA #1 H.O.G. Chapter meeting, ride, or 
social event and quickly forgotten their name, 
and wished there was some way to find it out [or 
remember it] without having to apologize and ask 
them again? Or how about this situation: you see 
the same friendly people at almost every Chapter 
or Mancuso Harley-Davidson dealership event, 
and they always talk to you, but for the life of you, 
you can never remember their names! Wouldn’t it 
be great if there was a way to look up the Chapter 
member’s faces and names?

The Chapter directory provides all members 
with just that opportunity. The directory is easy 
to use and contains photographs and names for all 
Houston AREA #1 H.O.G. chapter members who 
have consented to have their information posted.

The Chapter directory is located on the 
Chapter web site. It can only be accessed by 
Chapter members who have a log-in ID and 
password, so all member photos and name 
information are secure. Only photos and names are 
listed. There is no phone number or email address information, 
so no Chapter members can be contacted through the directory.

To access the directory, sign in to the Chapter web site,  
click About Us > Member Directory.

Click 2021. The directory will appear, and you can  
scroll through the pages and view the Chapter members’ faces 
and names.

If you would like to have your information appear in the 
directory, contact membership officers Mike and Lynette Tyson 
at membership@area1HOG.com. The directory gives all of us 
the opportunity to get to know each other a little better. The 
“icebreaker” of putting a name to a face is provided. Getting the 
conversation started and keeping it going is up to you.

David Calvert – Deputy Boss Road Captain

Welcome to the family!

TRENT BRAGG TRAVIS & JENNIFER BRUCE

VIRGINIA FRANTZESKAKIS MICHAEL COURY SHANNON & RAY LEWIS KARL KINCHEON

NATHAN TAYLOR ALMA PENA JIM SCHMITZER JARED RUSSELL

JEREMY & CINDY CALE

Riding Motorcycles is Dangerous
Most riders have had someone inform them that motorcycles are dangerous, usually 

followed by a horror story. We know they mean well, but they are also assuming that we have 
not associated the risk involved with the various things we chose to do in life. For me, if the 
story is too long or too gory, I will look at them, smile, and then tell them that ‘yes’ I know it is 
dangerous, that is why it is fun. That usually ends the lecture. For me the rewards of riding far 
outweigh the risks.

Knowing that just about every car driver on the road is out to kill you, how do you 
reduce the risk involved with riding a motorcycle? The first thing is the most obvious; take an 
Motorcycle Safety Foundation-Certified Rider Course. As your riding skills improve, continue 
to practice the things you learned there. As the years go by, consider taking an advanced course 
or at least retake the basic course. While the instructor run course is the best, there are several 
other resources available. 

A couple of sources I find interesting are on YouTube, MCRider (Kevin Morris) and Ride 
Like a Pro (Jerry Palladino). There are many others that you may find useful as well.

Continue to practice your low-speed skills of swerving, emergency braking, and always be  
aware of your surroundings and have an escape plan ready to execute. Enjoy the ride and be safe. Rick Glass – Volunteer Officer

mailto:membership@area1HOG.com
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How To Find Your 
Location If You Need Help

If you take long trips across the country or even short ones 
on lonely back roads there may come a time when you need 
to know your exact location. The two most likely scenarios, a 
mechanical issue with a bike and a tow is required or an accident 
scene and someone requires EMS. If you are in the city an 
address on a building or a ping on your cell phone may suffice 
Once out in the country, it gets more complicated. Depending 
on how lonely the road may be, cell service may not be available. 
It’s happened to me. Knowing the GPS coordinates becomes 
very useful, especially when you have to leave the bike or accident 
scene and go 15 miles just to get a weak cell signal. If you have a 
2018 or newer H-D motorcycle with a Boom! Audio GTS radio 
which has navigation, it is easy to find the exact GPS coordinates.

1. From the Home screen, open your navigation application. 
Once open press the icon in the upper right-hand corner 
which looks like a stack of three books.

2. Now press the “Location” icon.

3. The GPS coordinates will appear in the middle of the screen. 
There are options to check signal strength, copy or save 
coordinates and a few other things, I encourage you to check 
it out. The coordinates are what you need. Take a picture 
with your cell phone or camera or write them down. This 
could be critical information if someone requires medical help.

Daniel Protz – Road Captain

BIG BEND RIDE – March 21-25, 2022
Here are just a few pictures Chapter members took while taking in the scenery on the winding roads of 
west Texas in the Big Bend National Park and surrounding area! To read about this fantastic trip, check out  
Steve Koinm’s post on the AREA #1 Facebook page!

The 2022 Houston  
AREA #1 Big Bend Ride

A Big Bend ride has been on my “bucket list” for years. I 
even had it planned a few times. When I found out the Chapter 

was having a ride I jumped on  
it! Now, we all know that  
Big Bend is absolutely incredible 
and beautiful, but when seen 
on a Harley it is amplified even 
more. What made this ride 
extra special was the people I 
was with. Houston AREA #1 
H.O.G. people are the best.

Dirk Kretschman



GENERAL MANAGER
Tim Mabry  
tmabry@mancuso-hd.com

GENERAL SALES 
MANAGER 
Gary Blanchard  
gblanchard@mancuso-hd.com

SERVICE MANAGER
Daniel Maldonado  
dmaldonado@mancuso-hd.com

PARTS MANAGER
Brian Ramsey  
bramsey@mancuso-hd.com

MOTORCLOTHES 
MANAGER
Mary Morales  
marymorales@mancuso-hd.com

Customer serviCe/rider 
eduCation Coordinator 
Rebecca Miller  
rmiller@mancuso-hd.com

EVENTS COORDINATOR 
Jay Lalanne  
jlalanne@mancuso-hd.com

SALES
Dedra Sonier  
dsonier@mancuso-hd.com

Miguel “Rico” Lozado 
mlozado@mancuso-hd.com

MANCUSO HARLEY-DAVIDSONTM

GENERAL MANAGER 
Dickson Mann  
dmann@mancuso-hd.com

GENERAL SALES
MANAGER
Eddie Rivera  
erivera@mancuso-hd.com

F&I MANAGER 
Michael Catter  
mcatter@mancuso-hd.com

SERVICE MANAGER
Kristen Richards  
krichards@mancuso-hd.com

EVENTS COORDINATOR 
Jay Lalanne  
jlalanne@mancuso-hd.com

MOTORCLOTHES 
MANAGER 
Teresa Rojas  
trojas@mancuso-hd.com

SALES
Derek “D-Walt” Walton  
dwalton@mancuso-hd.com

Russell “Cowboy” Maples  
rmaples@mancuso-hd.com

Jess Laywell  
jlaywell@mancuso-hd.com

CENTRAL

535 North Loop (610)
Houston, TX 77018
713-880-5666

CROSSROADS

12710 Crossroads Park Drive
Houston, TX 77065
281-970-9700
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