
The Risk of Hanging Toilet Paper 
Novices and experts alike contend, nay argue, a roll of toilet paper, a common commodity in modern 
life, needs to hang the “right way”.  Whether at home, work, or a friend’s home, experts are quick to 
observe how toilet paper is installed and either compliment or criticize the soul lucky enough to hang it.  
If you’re lucky enough to live with one of the experts, you know they are not shy about telling you the 
right way to do it.  Bottom line - there is no shortage of coaching on the subject of hanging toilet paper. 
 
The words that follow appear to stereotype or state things some might find offensive.  The truth is it 
represents generalizations of which a thousand exceptions can be found, especially when it comes to 
hanging toilet paper.  However, like sarcasm, there is always a hint of truth.  
  
Motorcyclists are the most judgmental motorists on the road.  Whether it’s what others wear, the color 
of their riding gear, the patches, what they ride, or the farkles, everything is fair game.  The arms are not 
covered, the footwear doesn’t cover the ankle, the rider is not wearing a helmet, the rider is dressed in 
all leather, the handlebars are too high, and the pipes are too loud.  It’s just too easy to draw a portrait 
of other motorcyclists when observing them on the road or in the parking lot.  If it appears the other 
rider takes less risk than the observer based on riding gear the type of motorcycle, one may immediately 
judge this a safe, maybe inexperienced, rider and give it no further thought since they can’t teach you 
anthing.  On the other hand, the lack of gear and type of motorcycle could suggest the rider takes great 
risk and one shouldn’t get too close less the risky behavior rubs off on us.  Odd we don’t associate the 
lack of gear and type of motorcycle as an experienced rider capable of teaching us something. In 
summary, if others take risks beyond your comfort level, it’s natural to judge their behavior too risky.  In 
the alternative, those who take greater risks don’t care about those taking lesser risks. Told you this 
could get offensive. 
 
While we’re quick to judge based on appearance and make assumptions about the risks a rider takes, 
our assumptions are rarely based on observing the person ride. If we’re ever inclined to actually tell 
someone our thoughts on their riding gear or condition of the motorcycle, odds are we’re less inclined 
to ever give our thoughts on their riding abilities.  Of course, it would help if we actually rode with them, 
but who has time to ask the awkward question, “I know I’m a stranger, but would you mind if I rode with 
you a bit?” While the color of their jacket, the absence of a helmet, or height of the handlebars may 
seem important, the bigger picture (based on what’s actually killing motorcyclists) suggests cornering 
speed, path of travel through a corner, how far the rider looks ahead, or position in a lane play a larger 
role in the outcome of their ride.  But again, what are we most likely judging? 
 
If we did ride with the person, would we be comfortable talking about ways they could improve?  Sure, a 
few people are always willing to speak up, but the majority of people think it but don’t say it.  Chalk it up 
to avoiding conflict since the other rider may not be in the mood for coaching.  Chalk it up to reluctance 
since we may think of ourselves as less experienced than the other rider.  Chalk it up to being focused on 
your own ride and not paying attention to their ride.  Whatever the reason, there is always a right time 
and riders of all abilities have something to offer; the least experienced among us see things the 
experienced long-ago forgot (and could use a refresher).  The real benefit of watching other riders is 
answering the question “What are they doing better than me?”  
 
Which gets us back to toilet paper.  If you’re comfortable telling someone the right way to hang toilet 
paper, why aren’t you comfortable coaching someone with a riding tip capable of saving his or her life?  
Is toilet paper more important?  Really?  Last I heard, no one died hanging a roll of toilet paper, though 
I’m sure if I watch, I’ll discover how they do it better than me. 


